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N theſe lov'd ſcenes what rapt'rous graces ſhine, 
Live in each leaf, and breathe in ev'ry line! 
What ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole, 

To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul ! 
In claſſic elegance, and thoughts—his own, 
We ſce our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown : 
Each truth in glaring characters expreſt, 
All own the twin- reſemblance in their breaſt : 
His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 
At once amend, and entertaia-the age: 
Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 
He charms the mind with ſomething ever new, 
On fancy's pinions, his advent'rous foul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole: 
From death's dark caverns, in the earth below, 
To fpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 
See him explore, with more than human eyes, 
The dreary ſepulchre, where Cranville lies: 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, 
The rude inſcriptions, —or the painted glaſs : 
To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 
And view the ſilent manſions of the dead, 
To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 
Where laviſh nature in embroid'ry ſhines, 
The jeſs' mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow'rs, 
With all the painted family of flow'rs: 
There Sachariſſa! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 
Wich equa! dignity, now fee him rife 
To paint the fable horrors of the ſtcics: 
When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade; 
And midnight phantoms ſweep along the plade ; 
All nature huſh'd—a ſolemn filence reigns, 
And icarce a breeze diſturbs the iiepiog plains, 
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Laſt, yet no leſs, in majeſty of phraſe, 
He draws the full-orb'd moon's ex panſi ve blaae; 
The waving meteors, trembling from on high, 
With all the mute artillery of the ſky :- 
Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, 
And dart their lambent beams from pole. to pole. 

ail, mighty genius, whoſe excurſive ſoul, 

No bounds confine, no limits can controul: 
Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove 


From things inanimate can direct * the rod, 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to Gop. 

Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wiſe, 
And all the rebel in his boſom dies : 
Ev'n thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 
Fly the infectious world, and dare—be good: 
Thy ſaczed truth ſhall reach th* imperious heart: 
Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart : 
Ev'n malice, love, and calumny commend ; 
Pride beg an alms, and av'rice turn a friend, 
_ Center'd in CHRIS r, who fires the ſoul within, 
The fleſh ſhall know no pain; the ſoul no ſin: 
Ev'n in the terrors of expiring breath, 


We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, and live—in death. 
rd, Ap il. 28. 1748. 


By a PRTSsICIANX. 


Elcſtial meditant ! whoſe ardors riſe 
Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the Kies; 

How ſhall an earthly bard's profaner ſtring 
Reſound the flights of thy ſeraghic wing? 
When great EL IJ AE, in the fiery car, 
Flam'd viſibly to heav'n, a living ſtar, 
A ſeer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 

Wit, fancy, fire, and elegance have long 
Been loſt in vitious, or ignoble ſong: 


* In alluſion to the cuſtom of ſhewing cu-ious objeck, and parti- 
cularizing their reſpective delicacies, by the pointing of a rod- 
: Sunk 


Through earth, through zther, and the realms above: 


20 22 8812089 — Ht TALE PRFAOASSOT 


9 


bd 
» 


ab 
Junk from the chaſtely grand, tie pure ſublime, 
They flatter'd wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time. 
is thine their devious luſtre to reduce, 
To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe; 
From carth- born fumes to clear their tainted flame, 
And point their flight to heav'n - from whence they 
came, 

O more than bard in proſe I to whom belong 
Harmonious ſtile and thought, in rhymleſs ſong; 

ft by thy friendly conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly whiſp'ring manſions of the dead: 
Where the grim form, calcining hinds and lords, 
Grinds at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy, they teach 
Lifeleſs, they threaten, mould'ring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding age, through ev'ry clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endleis round of time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, 
And ſafety ſind me in the vaults of woe, 

While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, 
I slow with fair ſincerity at leaſt; 
I feel {thy face unknown / thy heart refin'd 
And taite, with bliſs, the beauties of thy mind; 
Collecting clearly through thy ſacred plan, 
What reverence of God! what love to man! 
—OQO! when at laſt our deathleſs form ſhall riſe, 
And flowers and ſtars deſiſt to moralize ; 
Shall then my foul, by thine inform'd ſurvey, 
And bear the ſplendors of eſſential day? 
But while my thoughts indulge the glorious ſcope, 
(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope) 
Conſcience, or ſome cxhorting angel, cries, 
« No lazy wiſhes reach above the 1kics, 
„% Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 
„And ſhare the triumphs of uvbounded day ;. 
« His love-diffufive lite with ardor live 


« And die like this divine contemplative,” 
Lindon, July 9. 1748. 
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form the taſte, ard raiſe the nobler part;. 
To mend the morals, and to warm the heart; 

To trace the genial ſource, we nature call, 
And prove the God of nature friend of all; 
Hervey for this his mental landſkip drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 

The enamel'd bloom and variegated flow'r, 
Whoſe crimſon changes with the changing hour 
The bumble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn,, 
With buds diſcloſing to the early dan; 
The oaks that grace Britannia's mountains ſide, 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior * pride: 
All loudly Sov'xz1GNn ExcEruence proclaim, 
And animated worlds confeſs the ſame. 

The azure fields that form th' extended ſky, 
The planctary globes that roll-on high, 
And ſolar-orbs of proudeſt blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervicnt to the great deſign. 
Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the gen'ral voice: 
And is che Lord of nature, ALL rejoice. 

His, the grey Winter's venerable guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive fkies +; 
His, the ſnow's plumes that brood the fiek*ning blade z; 
His, the bright pendant, that impearls the glade, 
The waving foreſt, or the whiſp'ring brake, 
The ſurging billow, or the ſlee ping lake, 
TheaME, Who pours the beauties of the ſpring;, 
Or mounts the whirlwinds deſolating wing. 

The sa ME who {miles in nature's peaceful form,, 
Frowns in the tempeſt, and dir. cts the ſtorm. 
Tis-chine, bright teacher, to improve the age; 

Tis thine, whole life's a comment on thy page, 

Thy happy page l whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 
Whole figures: charm us, and whole colours glow... 
Where artle/s piety pervades the whole, | . 
Reſi nes the genius, and exalts the ſoul. 


i" * 
® The cedar. Þ Referring to che inter- pircg. 
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For let the witling argue all he can, 
It is religion ſtill that makes the man. | 
Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
"Tis this, that gilds the horrors of our night. 
When wealth forſakes us, and when fricnds are few; 
When friends are faithleis, or when foes purſue ;. 
"Tis this, that wards. the blow, or.ſtills the ſmart ; 
Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart: 
Within the breaſt bidſt pureſt rapture riſe ; 
Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 

When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears aflail ; 
For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 7 

And when diſeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death; 
Ev'n then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 
Grace their. laſt moments, nor delert their duſt. 


Augnſt 3. 1748, . 


8 ſome new ftar attracts th* admiring fight; 
A His ſplendors pouring through the fields of light,. 
W hole nights, delighted with th' unuſual rays, | 
On the fair heav'nly viſitant we gaze. 
So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart; . 
Mark'd by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 
Nature inform'd by thee, new paths has trod,, 
And rites here, a preacher for her God; 
By tancy's aids myſterious heights the tries, 
And lures us, by our ſenſes, to the ſkics. 
To deck thy tile collected graces throng, 
Bold as che pencil's tints, yet fott as ſong. 
In themes how rich thy vein! how pure thy choice! 
Tranſcripts ot truths, own'd clear from ſcripture's voice: 
Thy judgment theie and piety atteſt, | 
Tranſcripis- read, only fairer in thy breaſt : 
There, what thy works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee, 
And:all hey teach in doctrine, lives in thee. 
On- mignc they live Our prayers their ſtrife engage; 
But thy fix'd lantuors yield us ſad preſage, = 


E 

In vain ſkili'd med'cine tries her healing art: 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
Yet on new labours {till thy mind is prone, 
For a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Active, like day's kind orb, life's courſe you rum; 
Its ſpnere ſtill glorious, though a ſetting ſun. 
Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her ſov'reign'ſt gitt to man. 
Taemes ſweet like theſe thy ardor's freſh excite : 
Warm at the ſoul, they nerve thy hand to write; 
Mike thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience rais'd hope, firia-faith, and love lincere 
Like a big: conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by thy night of woe. 

Known were chy merits to the public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires ;- my heart dark cares depreſs ;; 
A. heart, too feeling from its on diſtreſs. 
Proud on thy friendſhip, ver, to build my fame, 
] gain'd my page þ+ a ſanction from % name. 
Weak thete returns (by gratitude inough led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'ritc }.aves be read. 
Yet o'cr my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails z, 
Love gives me merit where my genius fails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſma. dcſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to flatOry, as unſkill'd to praiſe. 


Mile End Green, Moses BROWRE. 
Feb. 23. 1149. | 


Cherubic notes my wond'ringeardetain! (ſtrain? 
Yet*tis a mortal's voice: 'tis Hexvey ings: 
Sublime he ſoars on contemplation's wings: 
In ev'ry period breathes ecſtatic thought. 
HErver, 'twas Heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught 
Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 
Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpepſing ſecret aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch pervades? 
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Hence flow theſe ſolemn ſounds ? this raptur'd- 
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Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams ? 
Jesvs! effulgence of paternal light! 

Ineffably divine! ſupremely bright! 

Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 

Kindled theſe ardours in thy glowing breaſt, 

We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe; 

And faith in ev'ry object Jesvs views. 

We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat—like emanations of his grace : 

Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Idume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field, 
Compar'd with Jesvs : meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt lily, faint the lovelieſt roſe. 

Divine inſtructor ! lead through midnight-glooms, 
To moralizing ſtars, and preaching tombs : 
Through the {till void a Saviour's voice ſhall break, 
A ray from Jacob's Star the darkneſs ſtreak ; 

To him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe, 
His cov*nant brightens the celeſtial bow; 

His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 

The yellow harveſts, and the verdant meads, 

Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds: 

In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds : 

He rains at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides, 

O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt : 

Who rais'd the world, can raiſe thy ſleeping duft : 
He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, 
Midſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun : 

He will, with myriads of his ſaints, appear. 

O may 1 join them, though the meaneſt there! 

Though nearer to the throne my Hervey ſings: 
Though I at humbler diſtance ſtrike the ſtrings ; 
Yet both ſhall mingle in the fame employ, a 
Both drink the fulneſs of eternal joy. 


Clerkenwell Green, 


Feb. 24. 1719. Joan Duicx. 
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H A T numbers of our race ſurrey 

The monarch of the golden day, 
Night's ample canopy unfurl'd, 
In gloomy grandeur round the world, 
The earth in Spring's embroid'ry dreſt, 
And ocean's ever- working breaſt ! 
And till no grateful honours riſe 
To him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 
Who hung this air-fuſpended ball, 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, ia All, 
To chace our ſenſual fogs away, 
And bright to pour th' eternal ray 
Of Deity, inſcrib'd around 
Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is Hervey's taſk : and well his {kill 
Celeſtial can the talk fulfil ! 
Aſcending from theſe ſcenes below 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhow, 
His ſacred contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our wonder to adore. 

Now he ſurveys th' realms beneath, 
The realms of horror and of death: 
Now entertains his vernal hours | 
In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs ; 
Now hails the black-brow'd night that brings 
LEthereal dews upon her wings; 

Now marks the planets, as they roll, 

Oa burning axles round the pole : 

While tombs, and flow'rs, and ſhades, and Hare, 
Unvcil their ſacred characters 

Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love ; 
And lift the ſoul to realms above, 

Where dwells the God in glory crown'd, 
Who fends his boundleſs influence round. 
So Jacob, in his bliſsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 

Saw from the ground-a ſcale arile, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies ; 
Angels were plcas'd to paſs the road, 

The ſtage to carth, and path to God. 


Hervey, 
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Hervey, proceed: for nature yields 
Freſh treaſure in her ample fields; 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy 
Still bear us to the throne on high, 
Ocean's wide wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore 
Or let dire EaxTHqQuaxeE claim thy toil, 
EARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty iſle, 
So if ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear man, thy labours, and thy worth, 
The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 
Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 


London, Tromas GinnoONs, 
May 28. 1750. 


| bay rh author; whom the ſaints inſpire ! 
And whiſp'ring angels with their ardors fire! 


From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 
Or ſmile with candour on a ſtripling's lays ? 
My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) 

Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt, 
Such as it is—( Ah ! might it worthier be!) 

Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THEE. 

Oh ! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 

This flender circlet may but humbly grow ; 

If its faint verdure haply may find place— 

A foil to others; though its own diſgrace; 
Accept it, HekvEy, from a heart ſincere; 

And for the giver's ſake, — the tribute wear. 

Thy ſoul improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check the applauſive ſong ? 
But, ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 
Language that may its glowing zeal explain ? 5 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain ? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm 
Storms calm the foul; and freezing winter, warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 
Surrounded with a blaze of mental light, 2 
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Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent ! penſive] flow! 
On her dark robe unoumber'd meteors glow | 
High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears ! 
Smiling, —behold ! ſhe points the ſoul to Heav'n, 
And bids the weeping ſinner be forgiv'n! 
But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 
And ruddy morning gilds the chearful green; 
With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 
We ſee the voilets; ſmell the dewy roſe, 
And each perfume that from the woodbine flows, 
A boundleſs perſpective there grects our eyes: 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 
The ſhepherd's cottages, the rural folds: 
All, that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds! 
Amazing limner ! whence this matchleſs power! 
Thy work's a garden—every word, a flow'r ! 
Thy lovely tiats almoſt the bloom ex. cl, 
And none but nature's ſelf can paint fo well! 
Hail, holy man I—henceforth thy work ſhall ſtand 
(Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 
Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace, and elevate our z/le. 
Though ſimple, lofty 3 though majeſtic, plain; 
Whole bold deſign the rules of art reſtrain, 
In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong: | 
Though poliſh'd, juſt; and elegant, though ſtrong, 
St George Moleſworth, TR 
June 24. 1730. 


N pleaſure's lap the muſes long have lain, 
1 And hung, attentive, on her Siren ſtrain: 
Still toils the bard beneath ſome weak deſi zn, 
And puny thought but halts along the line ; 
Or tuneful nothings, ſtealing on the mind, 
Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. 
While to thy rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
The ſtrength of wiſdom, and the voice of lorg:. Thi, 
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This lifts the torch of ſacred truth on high, 
And points the captives to their native ſky, 
How falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires ! 
Truths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 
Whoſe glowing colours paint us as we are. 
Y<t not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 
Dull melancholy reigus, or trifles ſway 3 
Ill wou'd the ſtrains of levity befit, 
And fullen gloom but ſadden all thy wit: 
Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join 
And ev'ry muſe, and ev'ry grace, 1s thine. 
eligion prompting the true end of man, 
Conſpiring genius executes the plan: 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 
And grow immortal, as we catch thy flame; 
True piety informs our languid hearts, 
And all the vicious, and the vain, departs, 
99, when foul ſpreading fogs creep ſlowly on, 
Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden fun 
Ardent he pours the boundlaſs blaze of day, 
Rides through the ſky, and ſhines the miſt away, 
O had it been th' Almighty's gracious will, 
That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy 1kill 
Had this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 
Which ſpreads its luſtre through thy various theme; 
That ſpeaks decp leſſons from the ſilent tomb, 
And crowns thy garden with treſh-iprinzing bloom: 
Or, piercing through creation's ample whole, 
Now ſoothes the night, or gilds the farry pole 
Or marks how Mister calls her howling train, 
Her ſnows and itorms, that deſolate the plain 
With thee the mule ſhould trace the pleaſing road, 
That le ids from nature up to nature's God; 
Humble to learn, and, as the knows the more, 
Glad to 05y, and happy to adore. 


North im/ton, 
Aug. 25. 17 50. PETER WHALLEY. 
B To 
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HE SE reflections, the owes on the deepeſt, the 

OTHER on the gaye/t icene of nature, when the 
proceeded privately from the pen, were addreſſed to 
a lady of the moſt valuable endowments : who crown- 
ed all her other endearing qualities, by a cordial love 
of CHRIST, and an exemplary conformity to his di- 
vine pattern. She, alas! lives no longer on earth; 
unleſs it be in the honours of a diſtinguiſhed charac- 


ter, and the bleeding remembrance of her acquaint» 
ance. 


Ir is impoſſible, Madam, to with you a richer bleſſ- 


ing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that the 
ſame ſpirit of unfeigned Zaith, the ſame courſe of un- 
defiled religion, which have enabled her to triumph 
over death, may both animate and adorn your life. 
And you will permit me to declare, that my chief in- 


ducement, in requeſting youracceptance of the follow. 


ing meditations, now they make a public appearance 


from the preſs, is, that they are deſigned to cultivate 


the ſame ſacred principle, and to promote the ſame 
excellent practice. 

Lox G, Madam, may you bloom in all the vivacity 
and amiableneſs of youth, like the charming ſubject 
of one of theſe contemplations. But at the ſame time 
remember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior accom- 
pluthments, you muſt one day fade, (may it prove 


{ome 
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ſome very remote period !) like the mournful objects 
of the other. This conſideration will prompt you to 
go on as you have begun, in adding the meekne/s of 
wiſdom, and all the beauties of þlineſs, to the graces - 
of an engaging perſon, and the refinements of a po- 
lite education. 

AND might —— Ol] might the enſuing hints furniſh 
you with the leaſt afſiſtance, in proſecuting ſo de- 
firable an end; might they contribute, in any degree, to 
eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate your devotion ; they 
would then adminiſter to the author ſuch a ſatisfac- 
tion as applauſe cannot give, nor cenſure take away : 
a ſatisfaction which I ſhould be able to enjoy, even 
in thoſe awful moments, when all that captivates the 
eye is ſinking in darkneſs, and every glory of this 
lower world, diſappearing for ever. 

Tusk wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt agree- 
able employ of my thoughts, ſo they come attended 
with this additional circumſtance of pleaſure, that they 


are alſo the ſincereſt expreſſion of that very great e- 
ſeem, with which I am, 


Mapan, 
Your myſt obedient, 


Maſt humble ſervant, 


Weſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, 
May 20. 1746, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


to the THIRD EDITION. 


P MUST intreat the purchaſers of the former editions, 

to excuſe the freedem I have taken, in making ſome 
confiderable additions to this. It has been done at the 
perſuaſion of ſeveral judicicus friends, who apprehended 
the piece might be mere uſeful, and leſs unwerthy of the 
public patrenage, if it touched upon ſome very intereſt- 
ing ſubjefs, hitherto omitted. As I had no views, but 
0 render the performance more pleaſing and ſerviceable ; 
none, I hope, will be ended at my practice, er com- 
plain of it as injurious. Nevertheleſs, as I would vil. 
lingly avoid whatever might ſeem to ſtand in need of 
an APOLOGY; I defire leave to declare, That no fu- 
ture enlargements, or alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to 
depreciate what, with the deepeſt gratitude fer their 
paſt encouragement, I now commit to the candour of the 


public, 


T 
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Every ſtene that we lock upon, in this repaſi itory of paſt: 
ages, is both an entertainment, and a monitor. 
Plain-Dealer, Vol. I. No 42. 
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721 E firſt of theſe occaſſonal meditations begs leave to 
remind my readers of their latter end; and weuld 
invite them to ſct, not their houſes only, but, which ig 
inexpreſſibly more needful, their ſouls, in order: that 
they may be able, through all the intermediate ſtages, 
to kick forward upon their approaching exit, without 
any anxious apprehenſions; and, when the great 
change commences, may bid adieu te terreftrial things, 
with all the calmneſs of a chearſul reſignation, with 
all the comforts of a well-grounded faith, 

The other attempts to ſhetch cut ſome little traces of 
the all- ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for the grand and 
gracicus purpoſes of everlaſting ſalvation ; that a ſenſe 
of his unutterable dignity, and infinite perſefiions, may 
incite us t9 regard him with ſentimemts of the moſt pro- 
feund veneration ; to long for an aſſured intereſt in his 
merits, with all the ardency  deiirez and to truſt in 
his powerful mediation, with an affiince not to be 
ſhaken by any temptations, not to be ſhared with any 
performances of cur own, 

1 flatter myſe, that the thoughts conceived among 
the tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind ; becauſe, as there are few, who have not con- 
figned the remains of ſame dear relations, or honcured 
friends, to theſe ſilent repoſitories ; fo there are none, 
but muſt be ſenſible, that this is the houle appointed 
for all living; and that they themſelves are ſhortly is 
remove into the ſame ſolemn manſions. And wha 


would nat turn aſide for a while, from the maſt favcu- 
rite amiſements to view the place, where his once-loved 
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companions lie? ho would not ſometimes ſurvey thoſe 
apartments, where he himſelf is to take up an abode,, 
till time ſhall be no more? 

As to the other little eſſay, may I not' humbly pre- 
fume, that the very ſubjeft itſelf will recommend the re- 
marks ? fer who is not delighted with the proſpet of 
the blooming creation, and even charmed with the deli- 
- cate attractions of flowers *® Who does not covet 10 
aſſemble them in the garden, or wear them in a noſe- 
gay? Since this is a paſſion fo univerſal, who would 
not be willing ts render it productive of the ſublimeſt im- 
provement — This piece of holy trugality, I have 
ventured to ſuggeſt, and endeavoured to exemplify, in 
the ſecond letter; that while the hand is cropping the 
tranſient beauties of a flower, the attentive mind may 
be enriching itſelf with {.lid and laſting good. —— And I 
cannot but entertain ſome pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt 
taſte may receive and reliſh religious impreſſions, when. 
they are conveyed by ſuch lov:ly monitors; when the 
—Anſt rufive-lefſons are found, net on the leaves of ſome. 
formidable tolio, but and legible on the fine ſarcenet 


of a Narcifſus ; when they favour not of the lamp and. 


recluſe, but come breathing from the fragrant boom. of: 
6 jonquil. 
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[ln a LETTER to a Lady.) 


M ADAM, | 
PG. ING lately into Cornwall, J happen- 


ed to alight at a conſiderable village in that 
county : where finding myſelf under the un- 
expected neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I took a walk 
to the church *. The doors, like the heaven to which 
they lead, were wide open; and readily admitted 
an unworthy ſtranger. Pleaſed with the opportunity, 


1 reſolved to ſpend a few minutes under the ſacred 


roof. 


In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, T could not 
avoid falling into a train of meditations ſerious and 
mournfully pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in ſome 
degree profitable to me, while they poſſefled and warm- 
ed my thoughts; and if they may adminifter any ſa- 
tisfaction to you, Madam, now they are recolledted, 
and committed to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh plea- 
ſure from them. 


Ir 


* T had named, in ſome former editions, a particular church, via. 
K1LKXHAMPTON ; where ſeveral of the monuments, deſcribed in the 
following pages, really exiſt, But as I thought it convenient, to 
mention ſome caſes lere, which are not, according to the beſt of my 
Temembrance, referred to in any inſcriptions there; I have now 
omitted the name: that imagination might operate mote ticely, _ 
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IT was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages 
ago, were mouldered into duit. Situate in the 
centre of a large burial-ground ; remote from all the 
noiſe and hurry of tumultuous life.—The body Ha- 
ciaus; the ſtructure ty; the whole magnificently 
plain. A row of regular pillars extended themſelves 
through the midſt ; and ſupported the roof with fim- 
plicity and with dignity. Tae ligit, that paſſed 
through the windows, ſeemed to th=-d a kind of lumi- 
nous cb/curity 3 which gave every object a grave and 
venerable air. The deep filence, added to the 
gloomy aſpect, and both heightened by the lonelineſs 
of the place, greatly increaſed the /olemnity of the 
ſcene. A ſort of religious dread, ſtole inſenſibly on 


my mind, as I advanced, all penſive and thoughtful, 


along the inmoſt iſle, Such as huthed every ruder 
paſſion, and dillipated all the gry images of an alluring 


HavixG adored that eternal Majefly, who, far 
from b-ing confined to temples made with hands, has 
heaven for his throne, and the earth for his foot» 
ftool—I touk particular notice of a handſome altar- 
piece, preſented, as I was afterwards informed, by the 
maſter builders of St9w +; out of gratitude, J pre- 
ſume, to that gracious God, who carried them through 
their work, and enabled them to © bring forth their 
© top- ſtone with joy.“ 


O! how amiable is gratitude ! eſpecially when it has 
the Supreme Benefactor for its object. I have always 


looked upon gratitude, as the moit exalted principle 


that can aCtuate the hcart of man. It has ſomething 


the improvement of the reader be conſulted, without any thing that 
ſho-1d look like a viriitic from the truth of ff. : 

+ ibe_ nave of a noble ſcat, belonging to the late Earl of Bath; 
remaikablc fo met y for ite exrelicut workmanſhip and clegant fur- 
niture 3 once the grand rofort of the quality and gentty of the weſt; 
but now demolithed, laid even with the ground, and fcarce one ſtone 
left pon another. So that corn way grow, or nciiles ſpring, where 
Stow lately flood. 


noble, 


ee 
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noble, diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the 
term) generouſly devout. Repentance indicates our 
nature fallen, and prayer turns chicfly upon a regard 
to one's ſelf, But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted 
in paradiſe, when there was no fault to deplore; and 
will be perpetuated in heaven, when “ God ſhall be 
« all in all.” 


Tur language of this ſweet temper is, “] am un- 
& ſpeakably obliged : what return ſhall I make ?”— 
And ſurely it is no improper expreſſion of an unfeign- 
ed thankfulneſs to decorate our Creator's courts, and 
beautiſy ** the place where his honour dwelleth.” Of 
old, the habitation of his feet was glorious : let it not, 
now, be ſordid and contemptible. It muſt grieve an 
ingenious mind, and be a reproach to any people, to 
have their own houſes wainſcotted with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion ; while the temple of the Logp 
of hoſts is deſtitute of every decent ornament, 


HERE I recollected, and was charmed with Solo- 
mon's fine addreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication 
of his famous temple. With immenſe charge, and 
exquiſite ſkill, he had erected the moſt rich and fi- 
niſhed ſtructure that the ſun ever ſaw. Yet upon a 
review of his work, and a reflection on the tran- 
ſcendant perfections of the Godhead, how he exalts 
the one, and aba/es the other! The building was too 
glorious for the mightieſt monarch to inhabit; too 
/acred. for unhallowed feet even to enter; yet in 
tinitely too mean for the Deity to reſide in. It was, 
and the royal worſhipper acknowledged it to be, a 
moſt marvellous vouchſafement in uncreated excel. 
lency, to * put his name there.” The whole paſſage 
breathes ſuch a delicacy, and is animated with ſuch a 
ſublimity of ſentiment, that I cannot perſuade myſelf 
to pais on without repeating it. * Hut will God in- 

: | deed 


* x Kings viii 27. Put wil A fne abrupt beginning, moſt 
Gonificantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the royal 
VoL. I. C prophet's 
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deed duell cn earth? Behold! the heaven, and heaven 
ef heavens cannct contain thee ; how much leſs this houſe 
that I have builded ?—Incemparable ſaying! 0 „ 
the wileſt of men. Who would not chuſe to poſſeſs 


fuch an elevated devotion, rather than to own all the ; 
glittering materials of that ſumptuous edifice ? = 
. 0 
Wx are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the jus 
flatelineſs and grandeur of a maſterly performance in yi 
architecture; and, perhaps, on a fight of the ancient hu, 
ſanctuary, ſhould have made the ſuperficial obſerva- hol 
tion of the diſciples, © What manner of ſtones, and de 
% what buildings are here ?”-—But what a nobler turn ] ap 
of thought, and juſter taſte of things, does it diſcover, bo 
to join with //rae/'s king in celebrating the condeſcen= | an 
ſion of the divine Inhabitant ! That the high and lofty *' un 
One, who fills immenſity with his glory, ſhould, in a | Pa 
peculiar manner, fix his abode there! Should there pe 
manifeſt an extraordinary degree of his benedictive ec 
preſence; permit finful mortals to approach his Ma- 
3<cſty, and promiſe “ to make them joyful in his houſe 
al 
prophet's mind! Cod: he uſes no epithet, where writers of ; d 
inferior diſcernment would have been found to multiply them: but cc 
ſpeaks of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whote pei fſections 1 
and glorics are exalted above all praiſe. Dwell : To beſtow on fin= 
ful creatures a propitious look, to favour them with a tranſient viſit 7 
of kindnefs, even this were an unutterable obligation: will he then h 
votichſafe to fix his abode among them, and take up his ſtated reſi- . 
dence with them! — Indeed: a word, in this connection, peculiarly J 
emphatical: expreſſi ve of a condeſcenfion, wonderful and extraor- 
dinaty almoſt beyond all credibility.—Bcbid ! intimating the conti- t 
nucd, or rather the increafng ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, and awaken- if 
ing the attention of the hearer.—Bels!d! the heaven: The ſpacious { 
concave of the firmament, that wide-extended azure circumference, 
in which worlds uonumbered perform their revolutions, is too ſcan- 2 
ty an apartment for the Godhead, Nay, the beaven of heavens: C 
thoſe vaſtly higher tracks, which lie far beyond the limits of human 1 


ſurvey, to which our very thoughts can hardly ſoar; even theſe 
(unbounded as they art) cannot afford an adequate habitation, for. 
JrHovaAn; even theſe dwindle into a point, when compared with 
the infinitude of his eſſence ; even theſe ©* are as nothing before 
him“ How much le, proportionate is this poor diminutive ſpeck, 
which I have been erecting and embelliſhing, to ſo auguſt a Pre- 
ſence, 10 immenſe a Majeſty ? | 
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ie of prayer! — This ſhould more ſenſioly affect our 
hearts, than the moſt curious arrangemeut of ſtones 
aan delight our eyes. 


Nax, the everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dwelr 
ia our fouls by his holy Spirit; and to make even our 
bodies his temple. Tell me, ye that frame critical 
judgments, and balance nicely the diſtinction of things. 
„ Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing ?? He 
humbleth himſelf, the ſcripture aſſures us, even to be- 
hold che things that are in heaven *. It is a molt con- 
deſcending favour, if HE pleaſes to take the leaſt 
approving notice of angels and archangels, when they 
bow down ia homage from their ccleſtial thrones : 
and yet will he graciouſly regard, will he be 2timately 
united to poor, polluted, breathing dult ? O! un- 
parallelled honour | Invaluable privilege! Be this my 
portion, and I thall not covet crowns, nor eavy 


conquerors. 


Bo r let me remember, what a ſanctity of diſpoition, 
and uprightneſs of converſation, ſo exalted a relation 
demands: Remember this, “ and rejoice with trem- 
« bling.” Durſt I commit any iniquity, while 
I tread theſe hallowed courts? Could the Fewi/h high 
prieſt allow himſelf in any known tranſgreſſion, while 
he made that ſolemn yearly entrance + into the Holy of 
Holies, and ſtood before.the immediate preſence of 
Jenovan? No, truly. Ia ſuch circumſtances, a 
thinking perſon mult ſhudder at the moſt remote ſo- 
licitation to any wilful offence. I ſhould now be 
ſhocked at the leaſt indecency of behaviour, and am 
apprehenſive of every appearance of evil. — And why _ 
do we not carry this Y jealouſy, into all our ordinary 
lite? Why do we not, in every place, , reverence 

ourſlues ; 


Pt cxiil, 6. + Heb in. 5. 
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C 2 moral 


28 MEDITATIONS 


eurſelves ; as perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as li- 
ving temples of the Godhead ? For, if we are real, 
and not merely nominal Chriſtians, the Go p of glory, 
according to his own promiſe, * dwells in us, and 
walks in us —O ! that this one dectrine of our reli. 
gion migbt operate, with an abiding efficacy, upon 
our confſciences! It would be inſtead of a thouſand 
laws, to regulate our conduct; inſtead of a thouſand 
mctives, to quicken us in holineſs. Under the influ» 
ence of ſuch a conviction, we ſhould ſtudy to main- 
tain a purity of intention; a dignity of action; and 
© to walk worthy of HIM,” who has called us to this 
moiſt ſacred union with his blefled Self. 


Tu next thing, that engaged my attention, was 
the lettered floor: the pavement, ſomewhat like Eze- 
kiePs roll, was written over from one end to the other, 
I ſoon perceived the compariſon to hold good in an- 
other reſpect; and the in/criptions to be matter of 
« mourning, lamentation, and woe f.“ They ſeemed 
to court my obſervation; filently inviting me to read 
them. And what would theſe dumb monitors inform 
me of?:— “ That, beneath their little circumferences, 
« were depoſited ſuch and ſuch preces of clay, which 
« once lived, and moved, and talked : that they had 
« received a charge to preſerve their names, and were 
* the remaining truſtees of their memory.” 

Ah! ſaid I, is ſuch my ſituation ? The adorable 
Creator around me, and the bones of my fellow-crea- 
tures under me] Surely, then, I have great reaſon to 
cry out, with the revering patriarch, How dreadful is 
this place 4 Seriouſneſs and devotion become this 
houle for ever, May I never enter it lightly or 


moral precept ever given to the Heathen world, With what ſupe» 
rior force, and infinite advantage, docs the argument take place in 
the Chriſtian ſcheme! M here we are taught to iegard ourſelves, not 
mercly as intellettuul h:ings, that have e for our monitor; but ay 
conſecrated creatures, who have a God ot the moſt contummate per- 
ſection ever with us, ever in us. 


® 2 Cor, vi. 16. + Ezck- ii. 10. Gen. xxviii. 15. 
irrcverently; 
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irreverently ; but with a profound awe, and godly 
fear : I 

0h! that they were wiſe *! ſaid the inſpired pen- 
man: It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people: he 
breathed it out, and gave up the ghoſt. —But what is 
wiſdom ? It conſiſts not in refined ſpeculations; accu- 
rate reſearches into nature; or an univerſal acquaint- 
ance with hiſtory. The divine lawgiver ſettles this 
important point in his next aſpiration: 0h! that they 


under ſtoad this! That they had right apprehenſions of 


their ſpiritual intereſts, and eterbal concerns! That 
they had eyes to dilcern, and inclinations to purſue 
the things which belong to their peace - But how. ſhall. 
they attain this valuable knowledge? I ſend them not, 
adds the illuſtrious teacher, to turn over all the vo- 
lumes of literature: they may much more expedi-- 
tiouſly acquire this ſcience of lite, by canſidering their 
latter end. This ſpark of heaven is often loſt, under 
the glitter of pompous erudition; but ſhines clearly 
in the gloomy manſions of the tomb. Drowned is 
this gentle whiſper, amidſt the no/e of mortal affairs, 
but ſpeaks diſtinctly in the retirements of ſerious con- 
templation. Bchold ! how providentially I am 
brought to the /ch;o/ of wiſdom +! The grave is the 
moſt faithful + maſter; and theſe inſtances of morta- 
liry, the moit inſtructive leflons.-Come then, calm 
attention, and compole my thoughts; come thou ce- 
le/lial ſpirit, and enlighten my mind: that I may fo 
peruſe theſe awful pages, as to “ become wiſe unto 
% ſalvation.” 


Deut xxxii. 29. 

Ihe man how wiſe, who ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his favourne walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, fileat, cypreſs thades, 
Unpierc'd by vauity's fantaſtic ray! 

To read bis monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Vilit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs ! : 
Night Theughtss. 


Wait the great teacher death. Tape. 
S3 EXAMININCC 
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ExXAMINIXG the records of mortality, I found the 
memorials of a * promiſcugus multitude, They were 
huddled, at leaſt they refed together, without any re- 
gard to rank or ſeniority. None were ambitious of 
the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats in this houſe of 
mourning. None entertained fond and eager expzc- 
tations of being honcurably greeted in their darkiome 
cells. The man of years and experience, reputed as 


an oracle in his generation, was content to lie down * 


at the feet of a babe, In this houſe appointed for all 
living, the ſervant was Equally accommodated, and 
lodged in the fame flory, with bis maſter. The poor 
indigent lay as ſoftly, and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt 
opulent pofſeſſor. All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, 
was a gratly hillock, bound with oſiers; or a ſepul- 
chral ſtone, oraamented with imagery. 


Wu then, ſaid my working thoughts, Oh! why 
ſhovld we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about ſupericrity 
and precedence, when the next remove will reduce us 
all to a ſtate of equal meanneſs * Why ſhould we exalt 
curſclves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all one day 
be vpon a common level, and blended together in the 
ſame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? Oh! that this conſidera- 
tion might kumble my own and others pride; and 
fink our imaginations as low, as our habitation will 
Wortly be ! 


AMONG theſe confuſed relics of humanity, there 
arc, without doubt, perſons of contrary interefls, and 
contradifting ſentiments : but death, like ſome able 
dayſman, has laid his hand on the contending parties, 


and brought all their differences to an + amicable con- 


cluſion. Herxe' enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell together 
in unity. They drop every embittered thought, and 


forget chat they once were foes. Perhaps their 


* Miſta ſenum ac juvenum denſantur funera. Hor. 


Hi motus animozum, atque hec certamin tanta 
Pulveris exigui jacla compreſſa quieſcent, Virg. 
crumbling 


crumbling bones mix, as they moulder : 
while they lived, ſtood aloor in irreconci 


here fill into mutual e:nbraces, and even incorporate 


with each other in the grave. On! 
learn ftom theſe friendly aſlies, not to 


memory of injuries; not to foment the ſever of reſent- 
me; t; nor cheriſh the turbulence of paſſian: that there 
may be as little animoſity and diſagreement ig the land 
of the living, as there is in the congregation of the 
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and thoſe who, 
leable variance; 


that we might 
perpetuate the 


Gead ! But I ſuſpend for a while ſuch genera/ obſerva- 
tions, and addreis myſelf to a more particular inquiry. 


YewDER white lone, emblem of the innocence it 
covers, informs the beholder of one who breathed out 


its tender ſoul almoſt in the inſtant of 
There the peacetul infant, without fo 
ing what labour and vexation mean, * 
&« js quiet; it fleeps and is at reſt,” 

waſh away its native impurity in the la 
ration, it bid a ſpee dy. adieu to time, 
things. — What did the little haſty ſc 
forbidding and diſguſtful in our upper 


rectiving it.— 
much as know- 
*; lies ſtill and 
Staying only to 
ver of regene- 
and terreſtrial 
ourner find, fo 
world, to occa- 


ſion its precipitant exit? 'Tis written indeed of its 
ſuffering Saviour, that when he had taſted the vinegar 
mingled with gall, He would not drink +: and, did 


our new-come ſtranger begin to /ip t 


he cup of life; 


but perceiving the bitterneſs, turn away its head, and 
refuſe the draught ? Was this the cauſe, why the 


wary babe only opened its eyes; juſt 


looked on the 


light; and then withdrew, into the more inviting re- 


gions of undiſturbed repoſe ? 


O] fortunate voyager; that waſt no ſooner launch- 
ed, than arrived at the haven I But more happy they, 
who have pallcd the waves, and weathered all the 


Job iii. 13. + Matth. xavii. 24, 


} Happy the babe, who privileg'd by fate 


To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 


Receiv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, 
Orcer'd to-morrow to return to death, 


- 
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ſtorms, of a troubleſome and dangerous world ; who 
„% through many tribulations, have entered into the 


„ kingdom of heaven ;” and thereby brought honour to 
their divine convoy, adininiftered comfort to the com- 
panions of their toil; and left an inſtructive example 
to ſucceeding pilgrims. 

O! happy probationer ! accepted without being exer- 
eiſed! It was thy peculiar privilege, not to feel the 
ſlighteſt of thoſe evils which opprels thy ſurviving kin- 
dred; which frequently fetch groans from the moſt 
manly fortitude, or moſt elevated faith. The arrows 
of caiamity, birbved with anguiſh, are ſten ſixed deep 
in our choiceſt comforts. The fiery darts of temp- 
tation, ſhot from the hand of hell, are always flyiag 
in ſhowers around our integrity. To thee, ſweet babe, 
both theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike unknown, 

Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and dry up 
your tears. Why ſhould you lament that your little 
ones are crowned with victory, before the {word was 
drawn, or the conflict begun ?—Perhaps the ſupreme 
Diſpoſer of events foreſaw ſome inevitable ſnare of 
temptation forming, or ſome dreadful form of adverſity 
impending. And why ſhould you be ſo diſſatisfied, 
with that kind precaution; which houſed your plea- 
fant plant, and removed into ſhelter a tender flower, 
before the thunders roared : before the lightnings 
flew :. before the tempeſt poured its rage? O remem- 
ber! they are not loſt, but taken away from the evil 
to come 7. 

At the ſame time, let ſurvivors, doomed to bear the 
heat and burden of the day, reflect, for their encou- 
ragement, that it is more honourable to have entered 


the liſts, and tv have fought the good fight, before. 


they come off conquerors. They who have bore the 
croſs, and ſubmitted to afilictive providences, with a 
checrtul reſignation ; have girded up the loins of their 
mind, and performed their Maſter's will, with an ho- 
neſt and perſcver ing fidelity: — cheſe, having glorified 


＋ II. vii. 1. 
their 
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their Redeemer on earth, will, probably, be as flars 
of the firſt magnitude in heaven. They will ſhine with 
brighter beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger joys, in 
their LokD's everlaſting kingdom. 


Hers lies the grief of a fond mother, and the 
blaſted expect ition of an indulgent father. — The t 
rew up, like a well-watered plant; he ſhot deep, roſe 
high, and bid fair for manhood : but juſt as the cedar 
began to tower, and promiſed, ere long, to be the 
pride of the wood, and prince among the neighbour. 
ing trees; —behold the a? is laid unto the root; the 
fatal be: ſtruck ; and all its branching honours tum- 
bled to the duſt.— And did he fall alone? O] no: 
the hopes of his father that beg:t him, and the plea- 
ſing proſpects of her that bare him, fell, and were 
cruthed together with him. 

Doubtleſs, it would have picrced one's heart, to 
bave bcheld the tender parents, following the breath- 
leſs boy to his long home : perhaps drowned in tears, 
and all overwhelmed with forrows, they ſtood, like 
weeping ftatues, on this very ſpot. —Methinks, I fee 
the deeply diſtreſſed mourners attending the ſad ſo- 
lemnity : how they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes Is it fancy ? or do I really hear 
the paſſionate mother, in an agony of effl'Etion, ta- 
king her final leave of the darling of her ſoul ? Dumb 
ſhe remained, while the aw/ul 6b/equies were per form— 
ing; dumb with grief, and leaning upon the partner 
of her woes, But now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles 
for vent; it grows too big to be repreſſed. She ad- 
vances to the brink of the grave, All her ſoul is in 
her eyes. She faſtens one more lock upon the dear 
doleſul bye, before the pit ſhuts its mouth upon him. 
Aud as ihe looks, ſhe crics in broken accents, 
interrupted by many a riſing ſob, ſhe cries, —“ Fare- 
© well, my ton! my fon! my only beloved! Would 
© to GopD 1 had died for thee !— Farewell, my child! 
and farewell, all my earthly happinels ! I thall 
„ ncver more ſee good in the land of the living. — At- 

** tempt 
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& tempt not to comfort me, — I will go mourning 

dc all my days, till my grey bairs come down, with 

“ ſorrow, to the grave.“ | 
From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be 


convinced, how highly it concerns them to cuſtivate 


the morals, and ſecure the immortal intereſts of their 
children.—lf you cally love the offspring of your 
own bodies; if your bowels yearn over thole amiable 
pledges of conjugal endearment; O] ſpare no pains ; 
give all diligence, I intreat you, to“ bring them up in 
c“ the nurture and admonition of the LoxD.” Then 
may you have joy in their life, or conſolation in their 
death, If their an is prolonged ; their unblameable 
and uſeful conduct will be the ſtaff of your age, and 
a balm for declining nature. Or, if the number of 
their years be cut off in the midſt, you may commit 
their remains to the duſt, with much the ſame com- 
fortable expectations, and with infinitely more exalted 
views, than you ſend the ſurvivors to places of genteel 
education, You may commit them to the duſt with 
checring hopes of receiving them again to your arms 
inexpreſſibly improved in cvery noble and endearing 

accompliſhment, | 
"Tis certainly a ſevere trial; and much more afflic- 
tive than I am able to imagine; to reſign a lovely 
blooming creature, ſprung from your own loins, to- 
the gloomy receſſes of corruption: after having been 
long dandled upon your knees; united to your affec- 
tions by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs, and now be- 
come, both“ the delight of your cyes, and ſupport 
of your family: to have ſuch an one torn from your 
boſom, and thrown into darkneſs, doubtleſs, it muſt 
be like a dagger in your hearts. But O! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to the 
child, to have the {foul ſeparated from God; and for 
Shameſul ignorance, or early impiety, conſigned over to 
places of eternal torment ? How would it aggravate 
your diſtreſs, and add a diſtracting emphajis to all 
your ſighs, if you ſhould follow the pale corpſe with 
{ſuch bitter refl.ctions?—“ This dar creature, though 
| long 
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“ long ago capable of knowing good from evil, is 
© gone out of the world before it had learned the 
&©« oreat deſign of coming into if, A ſhort: lived, mo- 
«© mentary exiſtence, it received from me; but no 
“ good inſtructions, no holy admonitions, nothing to 
« further its well-being in that everlaſting ſtate, upon 
« which it is now entered. The poor body is configned 
© to the coffin, and carried out to contume away, in 
© the cold and filent grave. And what reaſon have 
&« 1 to ſuppoſe, that the precious foul is in a better 
« condition? May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced 
& by the righteous Judge, it is going, or gone away 
te into the pains of endleſs puniſhment ?—Perhaps, 
« while I am bewailing its untimely departure; it 
« may be cur/irg, in utter darkneſs, that ever to be 
& deplored, that moſt calamitous day, when it was 
© born of ſuch a careleſs, ungodly parent, as I have 
6& 'been.” 

Nothing, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 
which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe 
ſelf.condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack 
muſt be an caſy iuffering, compared with the {ings 
and horror of tuch a remorſe.— How earneſtly do I 
with, that, as many as are intrufted with the ma- 
nagement of children, would take timely care to pre— 
vent theic intolerable ſcourges of conicience 3 by endea- 
vouring to conduct their minds into an early knows 
ledge of Chr iſt, and a cordial love of his truth! 


Ox this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral ſtone 
tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed | Well may the little 
images, reclined over the ſl-cping aſhes, hang down 
their heads with that pen ve air! None can conſider 
ſo mournful a ſtory, without tccling tome touches of 
ſympathizing concern.—— His age twenty-eight z his 

cath ſudden ; himfelf cut down in the prime of life, 
amidit all the vivacity and rigour of manhood ; while, 
© his breaſts were full of milk, and his bones 
t moiſtened with marrow.” Probably, he entertained 


no apprehenſions of the evil hour: and indeed, who 


could 
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could have ſuſpected, that To bright a /un ſhonld go 


down at non? To human appearance, bis bill 


ſtood ſtrong : length of days ſecmed written in his. 


ſinguine countenance, He ſolaced himſelf with the 
proſpect of a Ong, long ſeries of earthly ſatisfac- 
tions.—When, lo! an unexpected ſtroke deſcends | 
deſcends from that mighty arm, which“ overturneth 
© the mountains by their rootrs;”” and cruſhes 
the imaginary hero, * ere the moth; as quickly, 
and more c-ſily, than our fingers ſqueeze ſuch a 
feeble fluttering inſect to death. 

Perhaps, the nuptial joys were all he thought on. 
Were not ſuch the breathings of his enamoured 
ſoul? “ Yet a very little while, and I ſhall poſſeſs 
«© the utmoſt of my wiſhes : I ſhall call my charmer 
„ mine; and, in her, enjoy whatever my heart can 
% crave.” — In the midſt of ſuch inchanting views, 
had ſome faithful friend but ty reminded him of 
an opening grave, and the end of all things: how un- 


ſeaſonable, would he have reckoned the admonition 


and how impertinent, the perſon that adminiſtered 
it! Yet, though all warm with life, and rich in vi- 
ſionary blits, he was even then tottering upon the 


| brink of both. —O! dreadful vicifiiude! to have 


the bridal + ſeſiivity turned into the nn,, 
O 


lob iv. 19 Cy 5-4 inſſar, od modem, Tinee I retain 
this interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my purpoſe, and as 
it is patronized by ſome eminent commentators : «ſpecially the cele» 
brated S. hullens. Though I cannot but give the preference to the opi- 
nion of a judicious friend, who would render the paſſage more literal- 
Jy, Befere the face of a moths making it to xepreſent a creature ſo ex- 
ccedingly frail, that even a moth flying againſt it, may daſh it to pieces. 
— Which, beſides its cloſer cortetpondence with the exact import of 
the He'rew, preſents with a much finer image of the moſt extreme 
1mbecillity. Por it certainly implies a far greater degree of — 
neſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the fecbleſt creature, than 
only to be cruſhed as eafily as that creature by the hand of man. 
—The French verſion is very expreſſive and beautiful; « la rexcontre 

d'un Vermi ſſeau. 
＋ A diſtreſs of this kind is painted in very affecting colours by 
Pliny in an epiſtle to Marcellinus: © triſte plone acerbumgue ſunus! © 
morte ipſa mortis tem pus ind gnius ! Pam dejiinata erat egregio juveni A 2 
2 2 fle „ 
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O] deplorable misfortune ! to be ſhipwrecked even 
in the haven ! and periſh in ſizht of happineſs ! 
What a memorable proof is here of the frailty of man 
in his beft eſtate! Look, O, look on this monument, 
ye gay and careleſs! Attend to this date; and boaſt 
no more of to-morrow | 
Who can tell, but the bride-marids, girded with 
gladneſs, had prepared the marriage-ved ? had deck- 
ed it with the richeſt covers, and dreſlcd it in pillows 
of down? When — Oh!] truſt not in youth, or in 
ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for there is nothing 
certain, nothing to be depended on, beneath the un- 
changeable God.—D-arh, relentleſs death, is making 
him another kind of bed in the duſt of the earth. 
Unto this he muſt be conveyed, not with a ſplendid 
proceſſion of joyous attendants ; but ſtretched in the 
glaomy hearſe, and followed by a train of mourners. 
On this he muſt take up a lonely lodging, nor ever 
be releaſed, „till the heavens are no more.” In 
vain does the conſenting fair one put on her ornaments, 
and expect her ſpouſe. Did the not, like Si/era's mo- 
ther, look out of the lattice; chide the dclays of her 
beloved; and wonder “ why his chariot was fo long 
« in coming?“ Little thinking, that the intended 
bridegroom had for ever done with tranſitory things! 
That now everlaſting cares employ his mind, without 
one ſingle remembrance of his lovely Lucinda 
Go, diſappointed virgin! Go, mourn the uncertainty 
of all created bliſs! Teach thy foul to aſpire after a 
ſure and #mmutable felicity ! For the once gay and 
gallant Fidelio ſleeps in other embraces; even in the 
icy arms of death! forgetful, eternally forgetful, of 
the world and thee. 


o 


HiTHERToO, one is tempted to exclaim againſt the 


» 


eleus nuptiarum dies; jam nos ad vocati. vod gaudium quo merore mu- 
talum eft Non prſum exprimere d etbi, quantum anim9 vulnus arc: perim, 
grom atdivi fundarmmm ipſum (ut multa luctugſa dolor in de it) precipientem 
quod ia veſtes, marg«ritas, gemmas, faerut erogaturns, hie in thura, et uns 
guenta, et odsres impendereiur Pla. lib, v. epiſt. 26. 
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king of terrors, and call him capricioufly cruel, He > 


| ſeems, by beginning at the wrong end of the regiſter, 
to have inverted the laws of nature. Paſſing over the 
couch of decrepit age, he has nipped 7nfancy in its bud; 
blaſted youth in its Ham; and torn up manhord in its 
full maturity.——Terrible indeed are thoſe provi- 
dences, yet not unſearchable the counſels : 


For us they ſicłen, and for us they die *, 


Such ſtrokes muſt not only grieve the relatives, 
but /urpriſe the whole neighbourhood. They ſound a 
powerful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and are 
intended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity, Such 
paſſing bells, inculcate loudly our LoRp's admoni- 
tion; © Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for ye know 
% not when thc time is.“ We nd like intoxicated 
creatures, upon the very verge of atremendous precipice. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſations are the kind meſſen- 
gers of Heaven; to rouſe us from our ſupinene/s, and 
quicken us into timely circumſpection. I need not, 
ſurely, accommodate them with language, nor act as 
their interpreter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, 
and this will appear their awful meaning“ O] ye 
« ſons of men, in the midſt of life you are in death. 
No ſtate, no circumſtance, can aſcertain your pre- 
« ſervation a ſingle moment. So frong is the tyrant's 
« arm, that nothiog can reſiſt its force; ſo unerring 
« his aim, that nothing can clude the blow: ſudden 
« as lightning, ſometimes, is his arrow launched 
% and wounds, and kills, in the twinkling of an eye. 
« Never promiſe yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, 
©« but conſtant preparation. The fatal ſhatts fly fo 
© promiſcuouſly, that none can gueſs the next vic- 
« tim, Therefore, be ye always ready; for in ſuch 
« an hour as ye think not, the final ſummons co- 
c meth,” 

Be ye always ready ; for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
net. Important admonition | Methinks it reverbe- 


-” Night-thoughts, 
rates 


e 
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rates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes me, 
with line upon line, precept upon precept. — The 
reiterated warning, I acknowledge, is too needful; 


may co-operating grace render it effectual! The mo- 
mentous truth, though worthy to be engraved on 
the tables of a moſt fenacious memory; is /lightly 


ſiztched, on the tranſient flow of paſſion. We ſee 
our neighbours fall; we turn pale at the ſhock; and 
feel a trembling dread. No ſooner are they removed 
from our fight; but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, 
or lulled in the languors of pleaſure, we forget the 
providence, and neglect its errand. The impreſſion 
made on our unſtable minds, is lik? the trace ot an 
arrow, through the penetrated air; or the path of a 
keel, in the furrowed wave. Strange ſtupidity ! 
To cure it, another monitor beſpeaks me, from a 
neighbouring ſtone. It contains the narrative of 2 
poor mortal, ſnatched from his friends, and hurri-d 
to the awful bar; without leiſure, either to take a 1 
farewell of the one, or to put up ſo much as a ſingle 
prayer 1 for the other: killed, according 
to the uſual expreſſion, by a ſudden ſtroke of caſualty. 

Was it then a random blow? Doubtleſs the ſtroke 
came from an aiming though inviſible hand. Gon 
preſideth over the -armies of heaven; Gop ruleth 
among the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop con- 
ducteth what men call chance. Nothing, nothing 
comes to paſs through a blind and undiſcerniog fata- 
lity. If accidents happen; they happen according to 
the exact foreknowledge, and in conſequence of the 
determinate counſels of Almighty Wiſdom. The- 
Lokp, with whom are the iſſues of death, figned the 
warrant, and gave the high commiſſion : the ſeemingly 
fortuitous diſaſter was only the mini/ter, appointed to 
execute the ſupreme decree, When the impious mo- 
narch was mortally wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual 
thot. A certain man drew a bow at a venture *. 
At a venture, as he thought; but his hand was 


* Kings xxii. 34. 
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ſtrengthened by an omnipotent aid; and the ſhaft 
Jevelled by an unerring eye. So that, what we term 
caſualty, is really pr:videncez accompliſhing deliberate 
d: ſigns, but conceiling its own interpoſition.— How 
comforting this ref Ction | how admirably adapted to 
ſoothe the throbbing anguiſh of the mourners, and 
compoſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſubmiſſion | How ex- 
cellently ſuited, to diſſipate the fears of godly furvivors, 
and create a calm intrepidity even amidſt innumerable 
perils ! | 
O! how in is the partition between this world 
and another | How ot the tranſition, from time to 
eternity L The partition, nothing more than the breath 
in our noſtrils; and the trarfition may be made in 
the twinkling-of an cyc.— Poor Chremy/us, I remem- 
ber, aroſe from the diverſion of a card table, and 
dropt into the dwellings of darkneis.—One night, 
Corinna was all gaicty in her ſpirits, all finery in her 
apparel, at a magnificent ball: the next night, ſhe lay 
pale and ſtiff, an extended corpſe, and ready to be 
mingled with the mouldering dead. — Young Atticus 
lived to fee bis ample and commodious ſeat completed: 
but not to ſpend one joyous hour under the ſtately 
roof. The ſaſhes were hung to admit the day; but 
the maſtcr's eyes are cloſed in death, The chambers 
were furniſhed to invite repole ; but their lord reſts in 
the lower parts of the carth. The gardens were plan- 
ned, and a thouſand elegant decorations deſigned; but 
the ir intended poflefior is gone Cown to © the place of 


« ſkxulls;” gone down to the valley of the ſhadow of. 


death, 

While Jam recollecting, many, I queſtion not, are ex- 
periencing the fame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of that 
ſublime Being, —who ſits upon the circle of the earth, 
and views all its inhabitants with one comprehenfive 

glance, — even now behold many tents in fi Eton, fuch 


aill.Ction, as overwhelmed the Ep y/tians in that fatal 


night, when the deſtroying angel ſheathed his arrows 


in all the pride of their ſtrength. - Some finking to 


the floor from their eaſy chair; and deat even to the 
moſt 
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moſt piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. — 
Some giving up the ghoſt, as they are reclined, all 
alone, under the ſhady arbsur, to taſte the ſweets of 
the flowery ſcene.— Some, as they ſail, aſſociated with 
a party of pleaſure, along the ſilver ſtream, while wine 
and muſic flow around. Some 7zntercepted, as they 
are returning home; and ſome interrupted, as they en- 
ter upon an important negociation.— Some arreſted 
with the gain of injuſtice in their hands; and ſome ſur- 
priſed in the immediate act of lewdneſs, or of cruelty.. 
Legions, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no prudence- 
can foreſee, no care prevent, lie in wait to accompliſh our 
doom. A farting horſe may throw his rider; and at 
once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, and fling his 
ſoul into the inviſible world. A fack of chimneys may. 
tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary paſſenger 
under the ruins; or even a file, dropping from the 
roof, mey be as fatal as the fall of the whole ſtructure. 
—80 frail, ſo very attenuated is the fhread of life, 
that it not only burſts before the form, but breaks 
even at a breeze. The moſt common occurrences, 
thoſe from which we ſuſpect not the leaſt harm, may 
prove the weapons of our deſtruction. A grape-ſtone,, 
a deſpicable fly, may be more mortal than Goliath, 
with all his formidable armour. Nay, if Gop give 
command, our very cemſorts become killing. The air 
we breathe, is our bane: and the food we eat, the ve-- 
hicle of death, That laſt enemy has unnumber- 
ed avenues for his approach. Yea, lies intrenched 
in our very boſom, and holds his fortreſs even in the 
ſeat of our life. The crimſon fluid, which diſtributes: 
health, is impregnated with the /eeds of death®;. Some: 
unſeen impediment may obſtruct its paſſage, or ſome 
unknown violence may divert its courſe; in either of- 


which. caſes, it acts the part of a poiſonous. draught,, 


As man; perhaps, the moment of his breath, 
Receives the lurkiag principle of death, | 
The young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at lengthz, 
Grows with his growth, and ſtrengthens with bis ſtrengtb. 
"  - Pope's Atbict. 
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or a deadly ſtab, The body is a delicately ine machine; 
conſiſting of ten thouſand parts, playing ten thouſand 
motions; and a very ſmall pin taken out, may diſcon- 
cert the whole frame; a nge wheel clogged, may put 
a ſtop to all the vital movements. 

Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſe ſſed of our 
earthly tabernacle, let us look upon curſclves only ag 
tenants at will; and hold ourtclvcs in perpetual rea. 
dineſs to depart at a moment's warning. Without 
ſuch an habitual holineſs, we are like wretches that 
ſleep on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulf yawns, 
or furious waves rage below. And where can be the 
peace, what the fatisfaCtion, of ſuch a ſtate 
Whereas, a prepared condition will inſpire a chearful- 
neſs of temper, not -b: rufffled by every low vexation 
and create a firmnets of mind, not to be overthrown 
by the moſt threatening dangers. When the city is 
fortified with walls, furniſhed with provifions, guarded 
by able and reiulute troops; what have the 7nhabitants 
to fear? whit may they not enjoy? So, juſt to, or 
rather by a much ſurer band, are connected the real 
taſte of lite, aud the conſtaut thought of death. 


I $841D, Our very comſorts may become killing. 
And ſce the truth in! ſcribed by the hand, ſealed with 
the ſig gnert of fate. The marble which graces yonder 
pillar, informs me, that near it are depoſited the re- 
mains of my v Juable friend So hroniaz who died in 
childbed, How often does this calamity happen ! 
The branch ſhoots ; but the ſtem withers. The babe 
ſprings to light; but the that bire him, breathes her 
Lit. She gives life, but (O pitiable conſideration !) 
gives it at the expence of her own, and becomes at 
once a mot her and a corp/2. Or clic perhaps ſhe ex- 

ires, in ſevere pangs, and is hericlf a tomb for her 
infant; while the mslancholy complaint of a mo- 
narch's woes, is the epitaph for them both: The chil. 
dren are come to the birth, and there is net ſtreng th to 


® IG xx2vil. 3. 


bring 
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bring forth *. Leſs to be lamented, in my opinion, 
this misfortune than the other, Better for the tender 
ſtranger, to be ſtopped in the porch; than to enter, 
only to converſe with affliction. Petter to find a 
grave in the womb; than to be exyoted on a hazardous 
world, without the guardian of its infantile years, 
without the faithful guide of its youth, 

This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its fner mate- 
rials, and more delicate appendages. It ſeems to have 
taken its model from an affluent hand; directed by a 
gencrous heart; that thought it could never do 
enough for the dectafed. It teems allo to exhibit an 
emblematical picture of Soghrenia's perſon and aceom— 
pliſhments. Is her beauty, or more than beauty, her 
white-robed innocence, rapreſented by the lnuwy £9- 
tur ? The ſurface tmouthly polithed, like her amiable 
temper, and engaging manners: the wy#zle elegantly 
adorned, without either extravagant pump, or lorcid 
negligence; like her undillembled goodneis, remote 
from the lcatt oftentation, yet in all points exemplary. 
But ah! how vain, were all theſe en learing 
charms! how vain the luſtre of thy tprightly eye! 
How vain, the bloom of thy bridal youth | How vain, 
the honours of thy ſupcrior birth! How unable to ſe- 
care the lovely poſſeſſor from the ſavage vislence of 
death How ineffectual the univeriat eſteem of thy 
acquaintance; the fondneſs of thy trantported hut- 
band; or even the ſpotleſs integrity of thy character; 
to prolong thy ſpan, or procure thee a ſhort reprieve ! 
The concurrence of all thele circumitances, 
reminds me of thoſe beautiful and tender haes ; 


How lov'd, how valu'd ance, avails Thee not 
Te whom related, or by whim beget. 
A heap of duft alzne remains e Thee : 
"Tisall VHOU art, and ali the PROUD Hall 
be + ! __ Pope's Miſcell. 
Yer, 
F + Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but very elegant monu- 
ment, lately erected in the great church at Northampton + which, in 
the hiereglyphical decorations, coirciponds wich the deſcription in- 
troduced 
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Yet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, Chriſti- 
anity is ſovereign to pluck out the ſting of death. Is 
not this the filent language of thoſe lamps, that burn 
that heart, which flames ;. thole palms, eg ; 

that 


troduced on this ſubject; and particularly that it is dedicated to the 

memory of an amiable woman, Mis ANNE STONEMO USE; 
the excellent wife of my worthy friend Dr S TONEHOUSE: who 

has had. the diſtreſs to ſee all the effoits of that healing art, to which 

J, and ſo many others, have been greatly-indebted, failing in their 

attempts to preſerve a life much dearer to him than his own. 


Nec proſunt domino, que proſunt omni bus artes. Ovid. 


No longer his all-healing art avails, 
But cv'1y remedy its maſter fails. 


He has, however, ſought ſome conſolation, in the midft of 
his tender anguiſh ; by teaching the ſepul. bral marble to ſpcak, at 
once his eſteem for ber memory; and his venerat.on for that religion, 
which ſhe ſo eminentiy adorned ; by ſumming up her character, in 
that contiſe, but comprehenfive ſentence. A SINCERE 
CHRISTIAN. Cone enough to be the motto for a mouining 
ring; yet as comprehenſive, as the moſt enlarged ſphere, of pertonal, 
ſocial, and religiuus worth, For, whatſoever. things are pure; 
whatſoever things are lovely; whatſoever things are of good re port; 
are they not all included in that grand and noble aggregate, A ſin-- 
cere Chriſtian ? | 

The firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonderfully. 
plaintive and pathetic ; | 


Hew lov'd, bow valu'd once, avails thee not; 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 


They ſound, atleaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſorrow, mingled 
with admization. The ſpeaker ſeems to have been loſt, tor a while, 
in 2 contemplation; ſuddenly breaks out into this abrupt: 
encomium, then melts into tears, and can proceed no farther. Yet, 
in this caſe, how cloquent is filence ? while it. hints the univerſal 


eſteem, which attended the ſuperiority of birth, which diſtinguiſhed 


the deccaſed ; it expieſſes, beyond all the Vomp of words, the ycarn- 
ing affection, and heart- felt diſtreſs of the buzbond. Amidſt a group 
of monumental marbles, which are la viſſi of their panegyric ; this, 
I think, retembles that incomparable addreſs of the painter; who, 
having placed round a beautiful expiring virgin, her tricnds in all the 
agonies of grief; repreſented the wnegualled anguiſh. of the father, 
with far greater livelineſs and ſtrength, or rather with an inexpreſ- 
fible emphaſis, by drawing a veil over his face. 

If the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track of our- 
modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their bigh flown com- 
pliments. 8 
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that crown, which glitters, in the well- imitated and 

ilded marble ? Do they not, to the diicerning eye, 
deſcribe the vigilance of her faith; the fervency of 
her devotion; her victory over the world; and the 
celeſtial diadem, which the LoRD, the rightcous 
Judge, ſhall give her at that day “. 

How hippy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his 
bed, and partner of his fortunes ! Their inclinations 
were nicely tuned zvniſons, and all their converſation 
was harmony, How eſilken the yore to fuck a pair, 
and what bleflings were twiſted with ſuch bands? 
Every joy was heightened, and every care alleviated. 
Nothing ſeemed wanting to conſummate their blits, 


A heap of duft remain: al:ne of bee! 
'Jis all THOU art,—aid all the PROUD ſpall le! 


they are not without their precedent, and that of the moſt gonſum- 
mate kind singe they lycathe the very ſpirit ot that ſacred clegy, 
in which a!) the heart of the hero, and the friend, frems to be dife 
ſolved ; How are the mighty fulen, and the weapons of war periſhed ! 
2 Sam. i. 27. They remind the reader, of that awful letjon, 
which was originally Ciftited by the ſupreme Witdom 3 Da thu 
art, an unte dift thiu ſhilt return, Gen. wi. 19. They 1culcates 
with all thc force of the moſt convincing evid.nce, that ſolemn ad- 
monition, delivered by the prophet ; Ceaſe ye from min, whvfe breeih 
is in bis noſiri's, for whereia is HE to be accounted of ? If. ii. 2. 

That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe 
and deſign of this pait of the foarih line, 


Tis all thou art! 


it is guarded above and beneath. — Above is an expanded book, that 
ſcems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the em lem of 
death; which we cannot but fuppoſe to be the volume of inſpira— 
tien, as it exhibits a kind of atridgment of its whole contents, in 
thoſe animated words, BE YE NOT SLOI HEFUL, BUT 
FOLLOWERS QF: THEM, HO THROUGH 
FALITH:-AND PATIENCE INHERTFT. THE 
Beneath, that cvery part might 
be pregnant with inſtruction, arc thoſe {biking reflections 3 worthy 
the deep conlivcration of the bighe/t proficient in kuowledge and 
Pic ty, yet ob;vicus to the underſtanding of the moſt untarght reader ; 
LIFE HOW SHOR Ti! &TERNEFETEY HOW 
LONG! May my soul learn the foroille purport of this ſport 
leſlon, in her contracted ſpan of time ! and all ter, will not be 
too /ong, to rejoice iN having icailcd it. 
* & 1:1. iv. 8. 


but 
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but a hopeful progeny, riſing around them. — That 
they might fee themſelves multiplied in their little 
ones; ſee their mingled graces, transfuſed into their 
offspring; and feel the glow of their affection aug- 
mented, by being reflected from their children. 
“ Grant us this gift, ſaid thei: united prayers, and our 
& ſatisfactions are crowned ; we requeſt no more.” 
Alas! how blind are mortals to ſuture events! 
How unable to. diſcern what is really good“ Give 
me children, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I die F An ardour 
of impatience altogether unbecoming; and as miſta- 
ken as unbecoming. She dies, not by the diſappoint- 
ment, but by the accompliſhment, of her defire, If 
children are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, 
whoſe beauties bloflom with ornament, and whoſe 
odours breathe delight; death, or ſome fell misfor- 
tune, may find means to entwine themſclves with the 
lovely wreathe. Whenever our ſouls are poured out, 
with paſſionate importunity, after any inferior acqui- 
ſition: it may be truly ſaid, in the words of our di- 
vine Maſter, Te know not what ye aſk. — Does Provi- 
dence with- hold the thing that we long for? It denies 
in mercy; and only with-holds the occaſion of our 
miſery, if not the inſtrument of our ruin, With a 
ſickly appetite, we often lothe what is wholeſome, 
and linger after our bane, Where imagination dreams 
of unmingled fweets, there experience i finds 
the bitterneſs of woe. 
Therefore, may we covet immoderately, neither 
_ this, nor that form of earthly felicity; but refer the 


whole of our condition to the choice of unerring wiſ- 


dom. May we learn to renounce our own will; and be 
ready to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſhes, when- 
ever they run counter to the good pleaſure of Gop, 
For, indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; 


Neſcia mens lominum fati, ſortiſqne future! 
Turno tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum, 
Intatlum pallanta; et cum ſpolia iſta die mgue 
Oderit. —— | > Virg. 
+ Gen. xxx. 1. | 
ſo, 
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ſo, to reſign curſelves to his diſpoſal, is to effabliſh our 
own happineſs, and to be ſecure from fear of evil. 


Henk a ſmall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
ground. Purchaſed, one would imagine, from the 
little fund, and formed by the hand, of frugality it- 
ſelf. Nothing coſtly: not one decoration added: 
only a very ſhort inſcription ; and that fo effaced as to 
be ſcarcely intelligible. —Was the depoſitory unfaith- 
ful to its truſt? Or were the letters worn by the fre- 
quent reſort of the ſurviving family; to mourn over 
the grave, and revive the remembrance, of a moſt va- 
luable and beloved relative? For I perceive, upon a 
cloſer inſpection, that it covers the remains of a fa- 
ther. A religious father; ſnatched from his growing 
offspring, before they were ſettled in the world, or ſo 
much as their principles fixed by a thorough edu- 
cation, 


Trrs, ſure, is the moſt complicated woe, that has 
hitherto come under our conſideration. The /clem- 
nities of ſuch a dying-chamber are ſome of the moſt 
melting and melancholy ſcenes imaginable. —There 
lies the affectionate huſband ; the indulgent parent; 
the faithful friend; and the generous maſter. He 
lies in the laſt extremities, and on the very point of 
diſſolution. Art has done its all, The raging diſ- 
eaſe mocks the power of medicine. It haſtens, with 
reſiſtleſs impetuoſity, to execute its dreadful errand ; 
to rend aſunder the ſilver cord of life, and the more 
delicate tie of mutual love. 

A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt 
many a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured 
maſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcending 
mildneſs, with which he was wont to give, and the 
dutiful alacrity, with which they always received his 


eaſy commands; now imbitter their grief, and 


make it trickle plentifully down their honeſt checks. 
His friends, who have ſo often gladdened his mind 
wich their enlivening converſe, are milcrable comfort- 

ers. 
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ers. A ſympathiſing and mourning pity, is all the 
relief they are able to contr bute: unleſs it be aug- 
mented by their filent prayers for the divine ſu-cour, 
and a word of conſolation ſuggeſt: d from the ſcrip-— 
ture“ — Thoſe poor inhocents, the children, croud 
around the bed; drowned in tears, and almoſt fran— 
tic with grief, they ſob out their little ſouls, and paſ- 
ſionately cry; Will he leave us! Leave us, in a 
„ helpleſs condition! Leave us, to an injurious 
« world !''— Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the 
diſtreſſed ſpore, and overwhelm her breaſt with a tide 
of ſorrows. In her the ver weeps; the wife mourns ; 
and all the mother ycarns. To her the lois is b yond 
meaſure aggravated, by months and years of delight- 
Jul ſociety, and exalted friendſhip Where, alas! 
can ſhe find tuch cordial affection, or repoſe ſuch un- 
reſerved confidence? Where find fo diſcreet a coun— 
ſellor; io improving an cxamplez and a guardian, fo 
ſedulouſly attentive to the intcreſts of herſelf, and 
her children? Sec! how the hangs over the languiſh— 
ing bed; moſt tenderly folicitons to ſoothe the bitter 
agonics of her dearer /e!f ; and, if it were poſſivle, 
lengthen out a lite, on which her own comfort, and 
the ſupport of her little ones, principally depend. Be. 
hold her hands trembling under dire ful apprehenſions, 
yet wiping the cold dews from the livid checks; fome- 
times ſtaying the ſinking head on her gentle arms, or 
reſting it on her compallionate boſom. Sce ! how ſhe 
gazes, with a ipcechleſs ardour, on the pale counte- 
nance, and meagre features. While all her ſoft paſ- 


ions beat unutterable fondneſs, and her whole ioul is 


wounded with exquiſite anguith. 
The /fferer, all patient and adoring, yiclds to the 
divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to 


Texts of ſcripture proper for ſuch an occaſiin; containing 
promiſes of ſupport under allicticn, Lam. ni 2. Heb. x1, 
6. 2 Cor. iv. 17. of pardon, If. liii. 5. If. i. 18. 1 John ii. 
1. 2. Acts x. 43. of juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii. 33 34. 
2 Cor. v. 21. of victory over death, Pfal. xxiii 4. Pſa] Ixxiit. 
26. Hof, xiii. 14. 1 Cor. xv 56. 57- of a happy teſurrection, 
John vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1, Rev. vii. 16. 1. T 
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his aN'Aion, He is ſenfibly touched with the diſcon- 


folate ſt ite of his attendants; and pi-rced with an 
anxious concern for the wife, who will toon be a deſi- 
tute wid;w ; for the children, who will ſoon be fas 
therleſs cr; hung. Yet, “though caſt down, not in 
« de ſpair.“ He is preatly refreſhed, by his truſt in 
the cverlaſting covenant, and bis hope of approaching 
glory. K ligion gives a dignity even to diſtreſs. At 
each interval of eaſe he comforts his very comforters 
and ſuffers with all the mjzity of woe. 

The foul, juit going to abindon the tottering clay, 
collects all her force, and ex-rts her lat efforts. The 
good man raiſes himſelf on his pillow; extends a kind 
hand to his ſervants, which is bathed in tears; takes 
an affecting farcwell of his friends; claſps his wife in a 
fecble embrace; kiſſes the dear pl-dg's of their mutual 
love; and then pours all that remains of lite and of 
ſtrength into the tollowing words, die, my 
&« dear children + but Gop, the ev-rlaſting Gop, will 
& be with you. Though you lot an carthly parent, 
& you have a Father in heaven, who lives tor ever- 
% more. — Nothing, nothing but an unbcheving heart, 
66 and irreligious lite, can ever f parate you from the 
© regariis of his providence—trom the endearments 
© of his love.” 

He could go no farther, His heart was full; but 
utterance failed. — After a ſhort pauſe, prompted by 
aflectionate z-al, with difficulty, great difi.uity, be 
added z—“ You, the dear partner of my ſoul, you are 
© now the only protsétor of our orphans.—l1 leave 
% you under a weight of cares. But GoD, who de- 
„ fendeth tie caule of the widow —— GoD, whoſe 
6“ promiſe is faithtulneis and truth Gop hath 
6 taid, / wil! never leave thee, nor forſake thee ®, 
& This revives my drooping fpirits Let this ſup- 
£ port the witc ot my boſom And now, O Father 
« of compaſſions, into thy hands I commend my ſpi- 


2 Heb, iii. 5. 
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crit — and encouraged by thy promiſed goodnefs, J fat 
te /cave my fatherleſs” —— th 
Here he fainted : fell back upon the bed; and th 
lay, for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. As a 
taper, upon the very point of extinction, is ſome- | 
times ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps into a quivering ar 
flame: ſo life, before it totally expired, gave a part- th 
ing ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad from the Cl 
opening eye-lids.—He would fain have ſpoke; fain 0 
have uttered the ſentence he began. More than once t! 
he aſſayed: but the organs of ſpecch were become like n 
a broken veſſel; and nothing but the obftrufing f n 
phlegm rattled in his throat. His aſpe#, however, | I 


ſpoke affection inexpreſſible. With all the father, all K 
the huſband, ſtill living in his looks; he takes one { 
more view of the dear creatures, whom he had often | 
beheld with a paternal triumph. He turns his dying : 
eyes on that beloved woman, whom he never beheld but 
with a glow of delight. Fixed in this poſture, amidft 
{miles of love, and under a gleam of heaven, they ; 
ſhine out their laſt. ; 
Upon this the filent ſorrow burſts into loud la- | 
ments. They weep, and refuſe to be comforted : till 
ſome length of time had given vent to the exceſs of 
paſſion ; and the conſolations of religion had ſtaunched 
their bleeding woes. Then, the afflicted family ſearch 
for the ſentence, which fell unfni/bed from thoſe loves 
ed, thoſe venerable, and pious lips. They find it re- 
corded by the prophet Jeremiah, containing the di- 
rection of infinite wiſdom, and the promiſe of al- 
mighty goodneſs ; Leave thy fatherleſs children I will 
Freſerve them alive; and let thy widows truſt in me“. 
— This, now, is the cemfort of their lite, and the joy 
of their heart. They treaſure it up, in their memo- 
ries, as a moſt valuable /zgacy. They rely upon it, 
as an mnexhauſtible fund, to ſupply all their neceſſities; 
and to injure the bleſſing of ſucceſs, on all their - 
neſt labours. They are rich; they are happy; in this 
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facred pledge of the divine favour. They fear no evil; 


they want no good ; becauſe Gop is their guide, and 
their guardian GoD. 


No ſooner turned from one memento of my own, 
and memorial of another's decea/2, but a ſecond, a 
third, a long ſucecſſion of thete m-lancholy monitors, 
croud upon my ſight *. — That which has fixed my 
obſervation, is one of a more grave and fable aſpect 
than the former. 1 ſuopoſe it preſerves the relics of a 
more aged perſon. One would conjecture, that he 
made ſomewhat of a figure in his {tation among the 
living, as his monument does among the funcral- 
marbles. - Let me draw near, and enquire ef the 
ſtone, © IVho, or what is beneath its furtace 7”. 
I am informed, he was once the owner of a conſider- 
able eſtate; which was much improved by his own 
application and management; that he lett the world 
in the bu/y period of lite; advanced a little beyond the 
meridian, — Probably. repli-4 my muſing mind, ones 
of thoſe indæfatigable drudges, who rife early; late 
take reſt; and ea: the b:calot car fulneſs; not to (>. 
cure the loving-kindne's ot the LOGO; not to more 
proviſion for any ren ſon e neceſſi y: bui only ta- 
maſs together ten thou nd times nor- thin chey Cit 
poſſibly %. Did he vot lay ichem-< for er!! 1 3 
fortune, and aggrandizing his fan? Dy voor 
purpole ro pin field to ficid, and add honke ta hun s 
till his poſ/eſtons were almoſt as vaiit is his dejires 2 
That then he would f fit down, aud cnjoy what he 
had acquired; breathe a while from his toiliome pur— 
ſuit of things temporal, and, pcrhaps, think a little 
of things eternal. 

Bur tee the folly of worldly wiſdom ! How filly, how 
childiſh, is the ſagacity of (what is called manly and 
maſterly prudence; when it contrives more iolicitouſly 


Plurima mortis imago. Virg. 

Hac mente labore m 

Seſe ferre, ſenes ut in otia tuta recedant, 

Hunt, cum ſibi ſint con jeſta cibaria, Hor. 
E 2 for 


32 


of 


ed 


vw 


«ct 
cc 
«c 
cc 
«c 
cc 
v6 


for TIME, than it provides for ETERNITY! 
How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe ſubtle heads; that 
weary themlelves, in concerting meaſures for ſhadows 
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a day and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 


realities — When every wheel moves on 1imoothiy 
when all the well-diſpoſed deſigns are ripening apace 
for exccution ; and the long-cxp:&ed criſis of enjoys 
ment ſeems to approach; behold | Gop from on high 
laughs at the Babe! builder ; death touches rhe labour» 


bubble, and immediately it breaks. The cobweb, 


moſt finely ſpun indced, but more eaſily fledged, is 


ept away in an inſtant; and all the aburtive pr« 3..cts 


are buricd, in- the fame grave, with their preqector. 
So trace is that verdiét, which the witdom from above 
paſſes on theſe ſucceſsful unfertun aten: They walk in 


a vain ſhadow, and ditquist themiclves in vain “.“ 
Speak, ye, that attended ſuch a one in his laſt mi- 


nutes; ye, that heard his exprrivg /entiments ; did he 
not cry out in the language ot ditappointed tenſuality, 


O death | how terrible is thy approach, to a man 
that has devoted himſelf to the puriuit of preſent 
ſatisfactions, and exerciſed no concern for the ne- 
ver ending hereafter ! Where, alas | is the profit, 
where the comfort, of entering deep into the 
knowledge, and of being dexterous in the diſpatch 
of carthly affairs; ſince 1 have, all the while, ne- 
glected the one thing ne:d/ſul? O deſtructive mi- 
ſtake! I have been attentive to every inferior inte-. 
reſt; I have laid myleif out on the trifles ot a mo- 
ment but have dittegarded- heaven; have forgot 
eternal ayes! Oh! that my days” Hcre, he 


was going on to breathe ſome fruzitlefs wiſhes ; or to 
form know not what insfefual re/clutions, But, a 
ſudden convulſion ſhook his nerves; dilabled his 
tongue; and, in leis than an hour, diſſolved his 
frame, | 


May the children this world be warned, by the dy- 


ing words ot an unhappy brother; and gather advan- 


ky Pſal. xXIIIx. C. 
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tage from his misfortune, Why ſhould they pant with 


impatient ardour, after white and yellow earth, as if 
the univerſe did not afford ſufficient for every one to 
take a little? Why ſhould they /ade themſelves with 
thick clay, when they are to © run for an incorruptible 
« crown, and preſs towards the prize of their high 
« calling?” Why ſhould they overload the veſſel, in 
which their everlaſting ALL is embarked; or fill 
their arms with /uper/luities, when they are to {wim 
for their lives? Yet, ſo prepoſterous is the conduct 
of thoſe perſons, who are all indu/try, to heap up an 
abundance of the wealth which periſheth; but are 
ſcarce ſo much as faintly deſirous of being rich towards, 
Gov. 

O!] that we may walk from henceforth through all 
theſe glittering toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indifference, 
if not with a 1 diſdain! Having enough for 
the conveniencies of life, let us only accommodate our- 


ſelves with things below, and lay up our treaſures in 


the regions above.— Whereas, if we indulge an an- 
rious concern, or laviſh an inordinate care, on any 
tranſitory poſſeſſions, we ſhall rivet them to our affec- 
tion with ſo firm an union, that the utmoſt ſeverity 
of pain muſt attend the ſeparating ſtroke, By ſuch an 
eager attachment to what will certainly be raviſhed 
from us, we ſhall only inſure to ourſelves accumula- 
ted anguiſh againſt the agonizing hour : we ſhall plant, 
aforchand, our dying pillow with thorns *.. | 


Soun, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and 
ten, before they made their exit: nay, ſome few re- 
ſigned not their breath, till they had numbered four- 


ſcore revolving harveſts. —Thete, I would hope, © re- 


© membered their Creator in the days of their youth ;”' 
before their /trength became labour and ſorrow ; — be- 
fore that low ebb ot languiſhing nature, when the keeps. 


Lean not on earth ; 'twill pierce thee to the heart;. 
A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear ; 
On its ſharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires. 
Nigbi-A boughts, No III. 
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ers of the houſe tremble. and thoſe that lock out of the 
windows are darkened *: when even the lighting down 


of the graſhopper is a bus den on the bendiny ſhoul- 
ders; and defrre itſelt fails in the liſtleſs, inactive, le- 
thargic ſcul: betors thoſe heavy Luurs come; and 
thoſe tirclume moments draw nigh ; in which there is 
too much reaton to ſay, He have no pleaſure in them ; 
«© no improvement from them.” 

If their lamps were u furniſhed with oil, how unfit 
muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to go 


to the mark t and buy F! For, beſides a variety of 
difordcrs, ariſing trom the enfeebled conſtitution ;. 


their corrupticns muſt be ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened, 
by ſuch a long courſe of irreligion. Evil habits muſt 
have fruck the deepeſt rent; muſt have twiſted theme 
ſelves with cvery fbre of the heart; and be as thao» 
roughly ingrained in the diſpoſition, as the foot in the 


Ethioptan's complexion, or the ſpots in the leopard's- 
ſkin, If ſuch a one, under ſuch diſadvantages, ſur- 


mounts all the difficulties that lie in his way to glory, 


it muſt be a great and mighty ſalvation indeed. If 


ſuch a one cſcapes deftruttion, and is ſaved at the laſt, 
it muſt, without all peredvcnture, be- as by fire g. 


This is the ſcaſon that ſtands in need of comſort, 


and is very improper to enter upon the conflict lhe 
huſbandman ſhould row be putting in his fickle, or 


eating the fruu of his labours ; not beginning to break. 
up the ground, or ſcatter the ſced.— Nothing, it is 


true, is impoſſible with Gp: he ſaid, Let there be 
light, and there was (i2þt : inftantancous light, diſfu- 
ſed, as quick as thought, through all the diimal do- 
minion of prime val darkneis. At his command, a 
leproſy of the longeſt continuance, and utmoſt inves» 
teracy, departs in « moment. He can, in the greatneſs 


» Eccl xii. 3. 5. ] n«cd not remind my reader, that by the for- 
mer ot thele ſigarative expriefhiions is Hguilicd, the ener ved ſtate of 
the band and arms; by the latier, the din of the «yes, or the total 
loſs of ſight ; that, t ken 111 counettiou with other parts of the chap- 
ter, they exlulut, iu a clic ot c imililudes, a deſcripiion of the 
various infirmities which accompany a age. 

1 Match. XIV. 9. 1 1 Cor, ill, 15 
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of his ſtrength quicken the wretch, that has lain 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, not four days. only, but 


ſfourſccre years, — Vet truſt not, O trutt got, a pe int: 


of ſuch inexprefſible im artance, to lo dreadjul an une 
certainty. God may ſulpend his power; may with. 
draw his help; may ſwear in his wrath, that {uch a- 
buſers of his long-iuffcring ſhall “ never enter into 
« his reſt.” 

Ye therefore, that are vigorozs in health and bicoms 
ing in years, in prove the precious opp: viunity, Im- 
prove your golden hours, to the nobleſt of all pure 
poles; ſuch as may render you meet, tor the inheri— 
tance of ſaints in light; and aſcertain your title to a 
ſtate of immortal youth ; to a crown of ternal glory *, 
——Stand uor all ihe prime of. your day, lic: trifle 
no longer with the offers of this in mene felicity: but 
make hafie, and deliy net the time, to keep Gop's 
commandments, While you are loitering in a gay 
inſenſibility, death may be bending his bow, and mark» 


ing you out for ſpecdy victims. — Not long ago, I. 


happened to ſpy a thoughtleis jay. Lhe poor bird 
was iuly buſted in dreſſing his pretty plumes, or hop- 
ping carcleisly from ipray to lpray, A iportiman cos 
ming by, oblerves the teathered rover. Immediately 
he lifts the tube, and levels his blow. Switter than 
whirlwind flies the laden deith; and in a moment, 
lays the lilly creature, breatiteis on the ground, — — 
vuch, /uch- may be the fate of the man, who has a 
fair occaſion ot obtaining grace to-day, and wanton- 
ly popones the improvement ot it, till to- morrow. 


* May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of ineſtimable 
value, and a treatiſe particularly oppoſite to my ſubject, Dr L Us 
CA S', inquiry after happineſs? | hat part etpectally, which diſlays 
the method, aud enumeratcs the advantages. of improving tife, or 
living much ia « littie time. Chap. II p. 158. of the 6th cdit,— 
An author, in whom the gentleman, the ichotar, and the Chriſtian, 


are moſt happily united. — A performante, which, in point of told - 


argument, unaffected piety, and a vein of thought amazingly ter- 
tile, has perh:ps, no ſuperior, —'Nor can 1 wiſh my reauver a more 
refined pleaſure, or 4 more iu ſtantial happineis; than that of ha- 
ving the 1cntiments of this entertainiirg and pathetic writer, wove 
into the very tcature ot his heart. 1 
0 
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He may be cut off in the midſt of his folly, and 
ruined for ever, while he is dreaming of being wi/e 
hereafter. 


to ſuf 
purel. 
So mR, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, diſp«: 
Full of piety, and full of days ; „ as a ſhock of corn, Picks 
„ ripe with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, cauſe 
& 1n his ſeaſon *. Theſe were children of light, ful 
and ui in their generation; wiſe towards Gop; wile 2 
for their moſt important concerns; and wiſe for that 3 
bliſsful eternity, they now inherit — Rich alſo they hear it 
were, more honourably and permanently rich, than the u 
all the votaries of mammon. The wealth of the one wn 
bas made i:ſclt wings, and is irrecoverably gone; while <4 
the wretched acquirers are tranſmitted to that place Anu 
of penury and pain; where, not ſo much as one drop- th y 
of water is allowed, to cool their ſcorched tongues. ers 
. . . Cerni 
Whereas the ſores of the other ſtill abide with them; the g 
will never depart from them; but make them glad for eſtee1 
ever and ever, in the city of their Gp. Their trea- nich 
ſures were ſuch, as no created power could take away ;. * 
ſuch as none but infinite beneficence can be/fow ; and mad 
(oh ! comfortable to conſider !) ſuch as 1, and every the f 
indigent longing ſinner, may obtain; trealures of q 
heavenly knowledge, and ſaving faith; treaſures of a- won 
toning blood, and imputed righteouſneſs. chal 
Here + lie their bodies, in “ peaceable habitations, can 
« and have 
4 
* Job v. 26 there 
+ Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes within the the | 
church, and cxclaim againſt it, as a very great impropriety and inde- mad 
cency + but this, I imegine, proceeds from an exceſſive and mi/?sken tcou 
delicacy. Let proper care be taken to ſecure from injury the foundas gold 
tions of the building, and to prevent the exhalation of any noxious ef- mol 
fuvia, from the puteefying fleſh; and I cannot diſcover any incon- U 
veniencies attending this practice. ex he 
The notion, that noiſome carcaſes (as they are called) are very v ti. 
unbecoming a place con ſecrated to religious purpoſes, icems to be ot tl 
Founded on an antigated Jewiſh canon ;. whereby. it was declared, talit 
that a dead body imparted defilement to the perſon who touched its tO a 
and polluted the ipot where it was lodged. On which account, the not 
Jeus were ſcrupulouſly careful, to have their ſepulchres built at a iutr 


diſtance from their houſes ; and made it à point of conſcience, not 
to 
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« and quiet reſting places.” Here they have thrown 
off cvery burden, and are eicaped from every /nare. 


to ſuffer any cemeteries to ſubſiſt in the city. But as this was a rite 
purely ceremonial, it ſcenis to be entirely fuperieded by the get 
diſpenſation. 

cant at forhear thinking. that, under the Chriſti n economy, 
there is a broprictyv and ulefulncts in the cuſtom U , bes 
caute & muſt render our folemn afſemblics more ventrable and aws 
ful. For, when we welk over the duſt of our friends, or kneel ups 
on the aſhes of our relations; this awakening circumſtance muſt 
ſtr:ke a lively impreſſi n of our own mor:ality, And what conſiders 
ation can le more effectual to make us ſerious ad atientive in 
hearing, en ſt and importunate in praying ?—As for the n of 
the uſage, it ſeems perfectly fuitable to the defti,n of thoſe ſacred 
edifi es Th.y are ſet apart for God; not on'y to receive his wor- 
Nuppers, but to preſerve the furniture tor hc ly miniſtrations, and 
what ie, ia a pe ular manner, appropriated to the divine Majeſty, 
Anu are nt the b dies ef the ſaints the Almighty's property? Were 
th y not ine the objects of his tender laue? Arc they not i the 
objects of his /pecial care? Has he not given commandmont con- 
cerning the bones of his ele ; and charged the ocean, and injoined 
the grave, to kcep them till that dy? Are they not precious in his 
eſteem ? So precious, that when mountains, bright with gems, or 
rich with min/s, are abandoned to the devouring flames; ½ % ſhall 
be reſcued trom the fiery ruin; theſe ſhall be tranflited into JEHoO- 
VAaR's kingilom z and conjountly with the foul, made“ his jewels,” 
made © his peculiar treaſure 3? made to ſhine as the brigl:tneſs of 
the firmamcnt, and as the ſtars for ever and ever. 

ti not CHRIST the LORD of 9.0 bidies? Are they not 
bought with a price ? bought, not with corruptible things, filver 
and gold, but with his divine bl:ed. And if the bleſſed Feſtus pure 
chaſed the redemption of our bodies, at io infinitely deer a rate 
can it enter into our hearts to con: cive, that hes ſhould diſl ke to 
have them repoſed under his own hab itatien: Once more; 
Arc nut the bodies of the faithful temples of the Holy Ghyjt ? and is 
there not, upon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propre-ty, rather than 
the leaſt indecyr um, in remitting theie temples of fleſh to the tempiecs 
made with hands? They are veſicls of honour; in{truments of riph+ 
tcouſneſs; and even when broken by death, h&e the fragments of a 
golden bowl, are valuable, are worthy to be laid up in the lateſt, 
moſt honourable repoliterics. 

Upcn the wh le, fince the Lord Jeſos has purchaſed them, at the 
ex'ence of his blond; aud the bleticd Spirit has honoured them 
w.ti his indwelling preſeace; fince they ate right dear in the ſight 
of the adorable Trinity, and undoubted hens of a glorious immor- 
tality : why ſhould it be thought a thing in proper, to .dmit them 
to a tranticut 1ſt 4n their heavenly Fathi's houſe? V. Ly may they 
not lic down and flecp iu the ter courts, fince they arc ſoon to be 
iutruduced iato the innyt manſicns Of eveilafting honour aud joy? 
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The head aches no more; the eye forgets to weep; 
the flcth is no longer racked with acute, nor fines away 
under lingering diſtempers. Here they receive a final 
releaſe from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from 
ſorrow, Here, danger never threatens them, with her 
terrifying alarms z but Zranguillity ſoftens their couch, 
and ſafety guards their repoſe. Reſt then, ye 

recious relics, within this hoſpitable gloom; reſt in 
gentle ſlumbers, till the laſt trumpet ſhall give the 
welcome ſignal, and ſound aloud through all your fi. 
lent manſions, * Arife, thine ; for your light is come, 
« and the glory of the Lon is riſen upon you.” * 

To FoY how calm was the evening of life ! 
In what a ſmiling ſerenity did their ſun go down! 
When their ficth and their heart failed, how 
reviving was the remembrance of an all-ſuffi. 
cient Redeemer; once dying for their fins, now 
riſcn again for their juſtification! How chearing the 
well. grounded hop: of pardon for their tranſgreſſions, 
and peace with Gop, through Jesus CHRIS our 
Log How did this aſſuage the agonies, and fweeten 


the bitterneſs of death? — Where now is wealth, with 


all her golden mountains? Where is hþ5nour, with her 
proud trophies of renown? Where are all the vain 
pomps of a deluded world ? Can they adminiſter any 
fupport in this laſt extremity? Can they compoſe the 
affrighted thoughts, or buoy up the departing ſoul, 
amidſt all the pangs of diflolution ?— The followers of 
the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, even at their 
laſt gaſp. © Gop's everlaſting arms are underneath 4“ 
their fainting heads. His Spirit whiſpers peace and 
conſolation to their conſciences. In the. ſtrength 
of theſe heavenly ſuccours, they quit the ficld of bat» 
tle, not captives, but conguerors ; with “ hopes full of 
« immortality,” 


And now they are gone, —The ſtruggles of retuQant 


nature are over. The body fl eps in death; the ſout 


launches into the invi/ible fate. 


But who can 


® If, II. 1. + Deut. xxxiii. 27. ; | 
imagine 
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imagine the delightful ſurpriſe, when they find themſelves 
ſurrounded by guardian angels, inſtead of weeping 
friends? How ſecurely do they wing their way, and 
paſs through unknown worlds, under the conduct of 
thoſe celeſtial guides! The vale of tears is quite 
loſt. Farewell, for ever, the realms ot woe, and 
range of malignant beings ! They arrive on the fron- 
tiers of inexpreſſible felicity. They “ are come to the 
« city of the living Gop:“ while a voice ſweeter 
than muſic in her ſofteſt ſtrains ; ſweet as the harmo- 
ny of hymning ſeraphim; congratulates their arrival, 
and beſpeaks their admiſſion: Lift up your heads, O 
« ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, 
« that the heirs of glory may enter in.“ 

Here then let us leave © the ſpirits and ſouls of the 
« righteous ;” eſcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, 
and received into a paradiſe of delights ! eſcaped from 
the territories of diſquietude and ſettled in regions of 
unmoleſted ſecurity * 1 Here they fit down with A- 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Fa- 
ther. Here they mingle with an innumerable compa» 
ny of angels, and rcjoice around the throne of the 
Lamb; rcjoice in the /ruition of preſent felicity, and 
in the aſſured expectation of an inconceivable addition 
to their blis; when “ Gop ſhall call the heavens 
% from above, and the earth, that he may judge his 
“ people.” 

« Fools accounted their life madneſs, and their end 
© to be without honour: but they are numbered 
« among the children of God, and their lot, their 
« diſtinguiſhed and eternal lot, is among the ſaints + !” 
However, therefore, an undiſcerning world may de- 


Seneca's re flections upon the bappy ſtate of holy ſouls, deliver- 
ed from the burden of the fleſh, are truly admirable — I hoc tam 
procelloſo, & in omnes tempeſtates expoſito navigantibus mari, nullus pore 
tus, niſi mortis eſt, Ne itaque invideris fratri tus; guieſcit. Tandem 
ther, t ndem tutus, tandem eternus eſt. Fruitur nunc aperio & libero 
clo ; ex bumili et depreſſ in eum emicuit locum, qui ſolutas vinculas ani- 
mas beats recipit ſinu ; ei nunc omnia rerum natura bona cum ſumnia vas 
luplate precipit. Sen. ad Polyb. 


T Wild. v. 4. 5. 
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ſpiſe. and a profane world vilify, the truly religious; 


be this the ſupreme, the invariable defire of my heart ! 
« [Lt me live the lite, and die the death of the rizh- 
« teous. Oh! let my latter end, and future ſtate, be 
4 like theirs.” 


WHAT figure is that which ſtrikes my eye from an 
eminent part of the wall? It is not only placed in a 
more elevated ſituation than the reſt, but carries a 
more fpicndid and ſum, tuous air than ordinary. 
Swords and ſpears, n-urcering engines, and inſtru— 
ments of flanghter, adorn the ſtone with a formidable 
magnificence.—lt proves to be the monument of a noble 
WAarrigur. 

Is inch re ſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of 
this brave /oldier, for ſacrificing his life to the public 
geo! — Then, what honours, what immortal honours, 
are due to the great Captain of our falvation! wno, 
though Lord of the angelic legions; and ſupreme 
Commander of all the hcavenly hots; willivgly offcr- 
ed himſelf a bleeding propitiation for /inners / 

Tine one did, beiug a mertal; and only yiclded up 
a lite that was, long before, toricited to divine juſtice z 
which muſt ſoon have been furrendercd as a debt 10 
nature, if it had not fallen as à prey ts war.—but 
CIS T took flcſh, and gave up the ghoſt, though be 
was the great I A M; the fountain of exiſtence, 
who calls happine's and imm-rtality all his own, He 
who thought it no robbery to be equal with Cod, he, 
whoſe outgoings wer from everlajting ; even he, was 
made in the liens of man, and cut of out of the land 
of the tiving. Wender, O heavens! be aftonithed, 


O earth! He dicd the death of whom it is witneſſed, 


that he is “ the truc Gop, und eternal life *.“ 

The ene expoſed nimſeli to peril in the ſervice of his 
foveret;n, and his country; which, though it was 
giurious to do, yet would have been ignominious, in 
luch circumſtances, to have declined, - But CHRIST 


| took 
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took the field, though he was the Sed and only Po- 
tentate, the KING of kings, and Lorp of lords. 
Carisr took the field, though he wis ſure to drop in 
the engagement; and put on the harneſs, though he 
knew before-hand, it mult reek with his £/;;/, Phat 
Prince of heaven reigned nis royal peri, not barely 
to the hazard, but to the inevitable Aroke ; to death, 
certain in its approach, and armed with all its hor- 
rors. Aad for whim ? Not for thoſe who were 
in any degree deſerving ; but for his own di/obedient 
creatures for the pardon of condemned male factors; 
for a band of rebels, a race of traitors, the moſt 
obnoxious and inz:xculable of all criminals; whom he 
might have left to periſh in their iniquities, without 
the leaſt impeach;nent of his goodneſs; nay, to the 
advantageous d:/play of his avenging juflice. | 
The one, it is probable, dicd expeditiouſly; was 
ſoon wounded, and foon ſlain: a bullet, lodged in 
his heart, a ſword, ſheathed in his breaſt, or a bat- 
tle- axe, cleaving the brain, might put a peedy end to 
his milery ; diſpatch him“ as in a moment,” —— 
Whereas, the divine R:deemer expired in tedious and 
protracted torments, His paags were as /ingering, as 
they were exquiſite, Even in the prelude to his liſt 
ſuff rings, wiat a loxad of ſorrows overwhelmed his 
ſacred humanity ! till tae iatolcrable preſſure wrung 
blood, inſtead of ſweat, from every pore; till the 
crimſon- flood bathcd his body, ſtaincd all his rai- 
ment, and tinged the very ſtones. But, when 
the laſt ſcene ot the tragedy commenced; when the 
exccutioner's hammer had nailed him to the croſs; 
On bow many diſmal hours did that amiable and 
illuſtrious ſufferer hang, a ſpecticle of woe to Gop, 
to angels, and to men: his temples mangled with the 
thorny crown : his hands and feet cleft with the rug- 
ged irons; his fleſh covered with wounds, ſmarting 
and agonizing in every vein; and his foal, his very 
ſoul, pierced with pangs of unutterable diſtreſs ! 50 
long he hung, that nature, through all her domi— 
pions, was thrown into ſympathizing commotions. 
Vol. I. F The 
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The earth conld no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous 


indignities, without trembling; nor the /un behold 


them, without horror. Nay, fo long did he hang 
in this extremity of torture, that the alarm reached 
even the remote regions of the dead, Never, O 
wy ſoul, never forget the amazing truth : The Lamb 
of God was worried, was fl.ughtered with the utmoſt 
inhumanity, and endured death, in all its bitterneſs, 
for thee. His murderers, ftudiouſly crue), fo gui- 
ded the fatal cup, that he taſted every drop of its gall, 
before he drank it off to the very dregs. ” 

Once again; The one died like a hero, and fell gal- 
lantly in the field of battle. But dicd not CHRIST 
« as a fool dieth*?” Not on the bed of hinour, with 
ſcares of glory in his breaſt ; but, like lome execrable 
miſcreant, en a gibbet; with lathes of the vile ſcourge 
on his back, Les, the blefied JEsvs bowed his ex- 
piring head on the accurſed tree, and poured out his 
{oul betwixt two infameous felons; ſuſpended between 
heaven and earth, as an cutcajt from both, and un- 
2wHrthy of either. | | 

Oh ! what ſuitable returns, of inflamed and ado- 
ring devotion, can we make to the Hely Cne of Gop, 
thus dying, that we might live? dying in 7gnominy 
and anguiſb, that we might live for ever in the heights 
of jay, and fit for ever on thrones of glory.—Alas ! 
it is not in us, impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be 
duly thankful. He only, who confers ſuch incon- 


ceivably rich favours, can enkindle a proper warmth. 


of grateful affection. Then build thyſelf a myanu- 
ment, moſt gracious Immanuel, build thyſelf an ever- 
laſting monument of gratitude in our fouls, Inſcribe 
the memory of thy matchleſs beneficence, not witl, 
ink and pen, but with that precious bd, which 
guſhed from thy ſtreaming veins. Engrave it, not 
with the hammer and chizel, but with that ſharpened 


ſpear, which pierced thy bleſſed fide. Let it fland 


conſpicuous and indelible, not on outward tables of 


fione, but on the very inmoſt Fables of our hearts. 


® 2 Sam. iii. 33. 


One 
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One thing more let me obſerve, before I bid adieu 
to this entumbed warriour, and his garniſhed fepul- 
chre. How mean are thele ofteniatious methods of 
bribing the vote of fame, and purchaſing a little poſt- 
humous renown! What a poor ſubſtitute for a let 
of memorable aims, is poliſlud alabafler, or the mi- 
micry of ſculptured marvi.! The real excellency of 
this “ bleeding patriot is written on the minds of his 
countrymen : it would be remembered with applauſe, 
ſo long as the nation ſubſiſts, without this artificial 
expedient to perpetuate it. And ſuch, fuch is the 
monument I would with for m/e Let me leave a 
memcerial in the breafis of my tellow-creatures. Let 
ſurviving friends bear witnels, that I have not lived 
to myſelf alone, nor been altogether unſerviceable in 
my generation. O! let an uninterrupted ſeries of 
beneficent Mies be the inſcription, and the beſt interejts 
of my acquaintance the plate, that exhibits it. 

Let the poor, as they pals by my grave, paint at 
the little ipot, and thankfully acknowledge, There 
& lies the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the 
% conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; who ten- 
derly viſited my languiſhing bed, and readily ſup- 
plied my indigent circumſtances. How often were 
his counſels a guide to my perplexed thoughts, 
and a cordial to my dejected ſpirit! It is owing to 
God's bleſſing on his ſeaſonable charities, and 


* Sir Bevil Graqville, ſl tin in the civil wars, at an engagement 
with the rebels. It may poſſibly be ſome entertainment tv the 
reader, to ſubjoin Sir Bevil's character, as it if drawn by that 
celebrated pen, which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe unfortunate times, 
“ That which would have clouded any victory, ſays the noble 
© hiſtorian, and made the loſs of others leſs fpoken of, was the 
** death of Sir Bevil Granville. He was indeed an excelleat perſon, 
„ whoſe activity, intereſt, and reputation, were the foundation of 
* what had been done in Coraw ill ; his temper and affections fo 
6 public, that no accident which happened could make any im- 
* preſſion upon him: and his eximple kept others from taking any 
8 thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming to do ſo. In a word, a brighter 
_ Courage, and a gentler diſpoſition, were never married together, 
to make the moſt chearful and innocent converſation.” 

Clar. Hiſt, Reb. Vol. II. 
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«© prudent conſolations; that I now live, and live in 
„ comfort.” Let a perſon, once ipnorunt and 
ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſay within 
hinielf, as he walks over my bones, © Here are the 
« laſt remains of that fincere friend, who watched fer 
© my ſoul. I can never forget, with what a heceleſs 
« gaicty I was poſting on in the paths of perditicn 
© and I tremble to think, into what wretrieviable ruin 
© I might quickly have been plunged, had not his 
« faitbful admonitions 41rftcd me in the wild career, 
©& was unaccuainted with the greipel of peace, and 
* vnconcerned abcut its unſearchable treatures: but 
« now ecnlithtened by bis »:flrufive con verſation, I 
6 ſce the all- ſuſſiciency of my Savicur; and arimated 
by his refeated exlortations, 1 count all things but 
« Juſs, that I my win CHRIST. Methinks, his 
« Ciſcourſcs, ſeaicned with religion, and ble ſſed by 
“ grace, ſtill tingle in my cars; are ſtil] warm on my 
% heart; and 1 truſt, wilt be more and more opera- 
© tive, till we meet each other in the houſe not made 
„With hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

But the only infaliible way of immertalizing our 
charafers ; a way «equally open to the meaneiſt, and 
moſt cxalted fortune, is, To make our calling and 
ele tion ſure;“ to gain ſome ſwect evidence, that 
our names are written in aden. Then, however 
they may be diſregarded or forgotten among men; 
they will not fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance 
before the Lok p. This is, of all diſtinctions, far 
the nobleſt: this will iſſue in never-dying renown, 
Ambition, be this thy object, and every page of ſcrip- 
ture will ſanctiſj thy paſ/ien ; even grace itſelf will fan 
thy flame, —Every carthly memorial will ſhortly be 
obliterated, The tongue of thoſe, whoſe happineſs 
we have zealouſly promoted, muſt ſoon be ſilent in 
the coffin, Characters cut with a pen of iron, and 
committed to the ſolid rock, will ere long ceaſe to be 
legible “. But as many as are inrolled “ in the Lamb's 


ata ſunt ipſis guoque fata ſepulcbris. Juv. 
© boo 
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te hook of life,” he himſelf declares, ſhall never be 


Fa blotted out from thoſe annals of eternity +. When 
ke a flight of years has mouldered the 7riumphal column 
7 into duſt: when the brazen ſtatue periſhes, under the 
els corroding hand of time: thoſe hanours ful continue; 
x ſtill are blooming and incorruptible, in the world of: 
7 
lin glory. | | 
” Make the extended ſites your tomb; 
* Let ftars record your worth: 
2 Yet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
I As nature's /icklie/t birth. 
ed Would bounteous Heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
ut I frame a novler choice: | 
is Nor, living, wiſh the pompous pile; 
Dy Nor, dead, regret the loſs. 
7 In thy fair book of life divine, 
le My Gov, inſcribe my name: 
There let it fill ſome humble place, 
5 Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 
d Thy ſaints, while ages roll away, 
d In endleſs fame ſurvive; 
at Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time, 
r Greatly triumphant, live. 
3 i 
e YoNDER entrance leads, I ſuppoſe,” to the vault. 


Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the habita- 
tion, and its tenants,—— The ſullen door grates upon 
its hinges : not uſed to receive many viſitants, it ad- 
mits me with reluctance and murmurs, —— What 
meaneth this ſudden trepidation; while I deſcend the 
ſteps, and am viliting the pale nations of the dead? 
Be compoled, my ſpirits; there is nothing to fear, 
ia theſe quiet chambers :. “ Here, even the wicked: 
„ ceaſe from troubling,” 

Good heavens! what a ſolemn ſcene ! how diſmal. 
the gloom! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night e- 


+ Rev. iii. 5, 
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ven at noon-day, — How doleful the folitude ! Not 
one trace of chearful ſocicty; but ſorrow and terror 
ſeem to have made this their dreaded abode. 
Hark ! how the hollow dome reſounds at every tread. 
The echoes, that long have flept are awakened, and 
whiſper along the walls. 

A beam or two finds its way through the grates; 
and reflects a feeble glimmer from the nails of the 
coffins : ſo many of thoſe ſad ſpectacles half concealed 
in ſhades; half ſeen dimly by the baleful twilight; add 
a deeper horror to theſe gloumy manſions. l pore 
upon the in/criptions, and am juſt able to pick out, 
that theſe are the remains of the rich and renowned, 
No vulgar dead are depoſited here. The Moft Nl1ftrious, 
and Night Honourable, have claimed this for their laſt 
rctreat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſha- 
dowy pre-eminence. They he, ranged in mournful 
order, and in a fort of filent pomp, under the arches 
of an ample ſepulchre: while meaner corpſes, without 
much ceremony, “go down to the ſtones of the pit.” 
My apprckenfions recover from their ſurpriſe: I 
find here are no phantoms but ſuch as fear raiſes. 
However, it ſtill amazes me, to obſerve the wonders: 
of this nether world. Thoſe, who received vaſt reve 
Nues ; and called whole lord ſhips their own; are here 
reduced to a few e es of lead. Rooms of Rate, and 
ſumptuous furniture, are reſigned; for no other or- 
nament than the /broud, for no other apartment than 
the darkſome niche. No ſplendid retinue attends this 
ſolitary dwelling : the lordly equipage hovers no long= 
er about the lifeleſs maſters nothing but the ſable 
banners, which ſeem to be diſplayed in triumph, over 
a proſtrate captive ; or a duſty fatue, which, while 
the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculptor” 9 
hand has taught to weep, Iuſtead of the ſtar, that 
blazed upon the breaſt; or coronet, that glittered 
round the temples; the only remains of departed dig- 
my are, the weather-beaten atchievement, and tatter- 

ad e/cutchean.—— Thoſe, who — in high- born 
anceſtors, 
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anceftors *, and noble pedigree, here drop their lofty 
pretenſions. They acknowledge kindred with creep- 
ing things, and quarter arms with the meaneſt rep- 
tiles. They ſay to corruption, Thou art my father 
© and to the worm, Thou art my mother and 
« my ſiſter.“ O mortifying truth! ſufficient, one 
would think, to wean the moſt ſanguine appetite 
from this tranſitory ſtate of things; from its ſickly 
ſatisfactions, its fading glories, its vaniſhing treaſurcs. 


For now, ye lying vanities of life! 
Ye ev:r-tempting, ever-cheating train! 
Where are ye now? And what is your amount +? 


What is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs be- 
ings ?—What are their pleaſures ? A. bubble broke,— 
What their honours? A dream that is forgotten. 
What the /um-total of their enjoyments below? Once, 

exhaps, it appeared, to inexperienced and fond deſire, 
— Cob confiderable : but now death has meaſured 


it with his line, and weigbed it iu his ſcale, what is the 


upſhot? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan; lighter 
than the dancing ſpark ; and driven away like the diſ- 
ſolving ſmoke. ; 

Indulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect all 


the gay things, that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and 


inveigle thy affections. Here, examine thoſe baits of 


ſenſe : here, form an eſtimate of their real value. 


Suppole thyſelf firſt among the favourites of fortune ; 
who revel in the /ap of pleaſure, who ſhine in robes 
of hanour ; and ſwim in tides of incxhauſted riches : 
yet, huw ſoon would the paſhng-bell proclaim thy 
exit l And when once that iron call has ſummoned 
thee to thy future recxoning, where would all theſe 


gratifications be ? At that period, how will all the 


pageantry of the moſt affluent, conſpicuous, or luxu- 


* HERE L1ES THE GREAT—Falſe marble !—Where ? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid duſt lies here. | 

CowLEr, 

I Tx0Ms., Winter, lin. 210. laſt. edit. 
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rious circumſtances, vaniſh into empty air! And is 
this a bappineſs ſo paſſiomately to be covered ? 

I thank you, ye relics of founding titles, and mage 
nificent names : ye have taught me more of the little- 
neſs of the world, than all the volumes of my library. 
Your nobility arrayed in a winding-ſbeet, your gran- 
deur mouldering in an urn, are the moſt invincible 
proofs, of the nothin gneſs of created things. Never, 
ſurely, did Providence write this important point 
in ſuch legible characters, as in the aſhes of My Lord, 
or on the corpſe of His Grace *. Let others, if 
they pleaſe, pay their ob{cquious court to your wealthy 
ſons; and ignobly fawn, or anxiouſly ſue, for pre- 
ferments : my thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive 


contemplation, to the ſepulchres of their fires; and 


learn, from their ſleeping duſt,—to moderate my ex- 
pectations from mortals; to ftand diſengaged from 
every undue attachment to the little intereſts of time; 
to get above the deluſive amuſements of honour; the 


gaudy tinſels of wealth; and all the empty /hadows of 
a pcriſhing world. 


Hark ! What a ſeund is that? In ſuch a ſitua. 
tion every noiſe alarms. Solemn and flow, it breaks 
again upon the filent air. — It is the friking of the 
clock : deſigned, one would imagine, to ratify all my 


ſerious meditations, Methinks, it /ays Amen, and ſets 


a ſeal to every improving hint. It tells me, That an- 
other portion of my appointed time is elapſed. One 
calls it, The knell of my departed hours.“ It is 
the watch-word to vigilance and activity. It cries, in 
the ear of reaſon, Redeem the time. Catch the 
« favourable gales of opportunity : Oh! catch them, 
*« while they breathe, betore they are irrecoverably 
© loſt. The ſpan of lite ſhortens continually. Thy, 
© minutes are all upon the wing, and haſtening to be 
« gone. Thou art a borderer upon eternity; and ma- 
« king inceſſant advances to the ſtate thou art con- 


[Mors ſola fatetur © 
Ruantula fint hominum cor puſcula. Juv. 


« templating,”” 
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« templating.”—O! may the admonition fink deep 
into an attentive and obedient mind! May it teach me 
that heavenly arithmetic, of“ numbering my days, 
« and applying my heart unto wiſdom !” 8 
I have often walked beneath the impending pro- 

montory's craygy cliff; I have often trode the vaſt 
ſpaces of the lonely deſart; and penetrated the inmoſt 
receſſes of the dreary cavern : but never, never be- 
held nature louring with lo tremendous a form; never 
felt ſuch impreſſions of awe ſtriking cold on my heart 
as under thete black-brow'd arches, amidit theſe 
mouldy walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch rueful objects 
where melancholy, deep-it melancholy, for ever 
ſpreads her raven-wings.— Let me now emerge from 
the damp and dreadful obſcurity —Farewell, ye ſeats 
of deſolation, and thades of death! — Gladly I re- 
viſit the realms of day. 


Having caſt a ſuperficial view upon theſe recep. 
tacles of the dead; curioſity prompts my inquiry to 
a more intimate ſurvey. And could we draw back 
the covering of the tomb; could we fee what thoſe 
are now, who once were mortals :—Olh | how would 
it ſurpriſe and grieve us! Surpriſe us, to behold the 
prodigious transformation, that has taken place on e- 
very individual; grieve us, to oblerve the diſhonour 
done to our nature in gencral, within theſe ſubterra- 
neous lodgments |! 

Here, the ſweet and winning a/peF, that wore per- 
petually an attractive ſmile, grins horribly, a naked, 
ghaſtly ſkull.— The eye, that outſhone the diamond's 
luſtre; and glanced her lovely lightning into the moſt 
guarded heart: alas! where is it? Where ſhall we 
tind the rolling ſparkler? How are all thoſe radiant 
| glories totally, totally eclip/ed The tongue, that 
4 once commanded all the charms of harmony, and all 

the powers of cloquence, in this ſtrange land has 
« forgot its cunning.” Where are now thole ftrains 
of melody which raviſhed our ears? Where is that 
feu ot perſuaſion which carried captive our judg. 
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ments? The great maſter of language, and of ſong, 
is become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him, 
The pampered eb, ſo lately cloathed in purple, and 
fine linen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! 
There was a time, when the #imoroufly nice creature 
would icarce © * adventure to ſet a foot upon the 
„ground, for delicateneis and tenderneſs ;” but is 
now enwrapped in clammy earth, and fl-eps on no 
ſofter a pillow than the ragged gravel.ſtones.— Here, 
« the ftro:g men bow themiclvts:“ the nervous arm is 
unſtrung ; the brawny ſineus are relaxed; the limbs, 
not long ago the ſeats of vigour and activity, lie down 
motionleſs ; and the bones, which were as bars of iron, 
are crumbled into duf?, 

Here, the man of buſineſs forgets all his favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinuss the purſuit of gain. Here 
is a total ſtand to the circulation of merchandiſe, and 
the hurry of trade. In theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in 
the building of Sclomon's temple, is heard no ſound of 
the hammer and axe. The winding-ſheet, and the 


coffin, are the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices; 


& Hitherto may they go, but no farther.”—Here, 
the /ons of pleaſure take a final farewell of their dear 
delights. No more is the ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, 
or crowned with roſe-buds : he chants no more to the 
melody of the viol; nor revels any longer at the ban- 
quet of wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and deli- 
cious treats, the poor voluptuary is himſelf a feaſt for 
fattened inſects; the reptile riots in his fleſh; © the 
&« worm feeds {weetly on him + ''—Here alſo, beauty 
fails; bright beauty drops her luſtre here, Oh ! how 
her roſes fade, and her lilies languith, in this bleak 
ſoil ! How does the grand leveller pour contempt up— 
on the charmer of our hearts! How turn to deformi- 
ty what captivated the world before | 


EovLD the lover have a ſight of his once inchant- 
ing fair ene; what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would 


Deut. zxViit. 56, 
t Job. xxiv. 20. 
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ſeize him © Is this the object I not long ago 
« fo paſſionately admired ? I ſaid, ſhe was divinely 
& fair; and thought her more than mortal. Her 
« form was ſymmetry itſelf ; every elegance breathed 
« in her air; and all the graces waited on her mo- 
ce tions. It was muſic when ſhe ſpoke: but when 
« ſhe ſpoke encouragement, it was little leſs than rap- 
« ture. How my heart danced to thoſe charming ac- 
« cents I And can that, which, ſome weeks ago, 
« was to admiration /ovely, be now ſo inſufferably 
« lothſome — Where are thoſe bluſhing cheeks ; 
« where the coral lips; where that ivory neck, on 
© which the curling jet, in ſuch gloſſy ringlets, flow- 
« ed; with a thou'and other beautics of perſon, and 
« ten thouſand delicacies of action“? Amazing, 
« diſtracting alteration I- Fondly I gazed upon the 
« plittering meteor ; it ſhune brightly, and I miſtook 
« it for. a ftar, tor a permanent and tubſtantial good. 
« But how is it fallen! fallen from an orb, not its 
« own! and all that I can trace on earth, is but a 
« putrid maſs.” 

Lie poor Florella ? lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure 
darkneſs. Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, 
always conceal thee, Thy dwelling agrees with th 
condition, Let no prying eye be witneſs to thy dit. 
grace; but let thy ſurviving ſiſters think upon thy ſtate, 
when they contemplate the idel in the gla/jss When 
the pleaſing image rites grace tully to view, ſurrounded 
with a world of charas | and fluthed with joy at the 
conſciouſneſs of them all :—then, in thoſe minutes of 
temptation and danger, when vaxity uſes to ſteal into 
the thoughts :—then, let them remember what a vet} 
horror is drawn over a face ; that was once beautiful 
and brilliant as theirs. Such a ſcaſonable reflection, 
might regulate the labours of the toilet; and create a 
more earneſt ſolicitude to poliſh the jewel, than to 


Quo fugit Venus ? Heu] Quove color ? decens 
Duo motus? Duid habet illius, illius, 
Que /pirabat amores, ny 
Dus me ſurpuerat mibi ? Hor, 


varniſh 
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varniſh the caſket, It might then become their high- 
eſt ambition, to have the mind decked with divine 
virtues; and dreſſed after the amiable pattern of their 
R:decmer's holinets, 

And would this prejudiſe their perſons, or depre- 
eiate their charms ?--Quite the reverſe: it wovld 
ſpread a fort of heavenly glory, over the fineſt et of 
Features; and heighten the lovelineſs of EVETY other 
engaging accompliſhment.— And what is yet a more 
in viting conſideration ; the'e ff wers would not wether 
with nature, nor be tarni/bed oy tim: ; but open con- 
tinually into richer beautics, and fouri/h cven in the 
winter of age. — But the moſt incoun:parable recom- 
mendation of theſe noble qualities is, that, from their 
ballowed relics, as from the fragrant aſh-s of the 
phenix, will ere long ariſe an iluffrious form ; bright 
as the wings of angels; laſting as the light ot the new 
Feruſalem. $07 

For my part, the remembrance of this ſad revslution, 
ſhall make me aſbamed to pay my devotion, to a ſhiine 
of periſhing fleſh; and raid. to expect all my hippi- 
nets, from ſo brittle a joy. It ſhall teach me, not to 
think too highly of well-proportioned clay; though 
formed in the moſt elegant mould, and animated 
with the ſweeteſt foul, *Fis Heaven's laſt, beſt, and 
crowning gift; to be received with gratitude, and 


| Cheriſhed with love, as a moſt valuable bleſſing; not 


worſhipped with the incenſe of fJattery, and ſtrains of 
fulſome adoration as a goddeſs.—it will cure, I truſt, 
the detage of my eyes; and incline me always to pre- 
fer the /ub/lantial “ ornaments of a meek and virtuous 


« /pirit;,” before the tranſient decorations of white 
and red on the ſhin. 


HERE I called in my roving meditations, from 
their long excurſion on this tender fubj: dt. Fancy 
liſtened a while to the ſoliloquy of a lover; but now 
judgment reſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts 
to more near and ſelf- intereſting inquiries — How- 
ever, upon a review of the whole ſcene, crouded with 


ſpectacles 
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JprFacles of mortality, and trophies of death; I could 


not forbear ſmiting my breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, 
and lamenting over the nobleſt of all viſible beings, 
lying in ruins under the feet of “ the pale horſe and 
« i rider *.] could not forbear that pathetic ex- 
clamation, * 0! thou + Adam, what haſt thou done!“ 
What deſolation has thy diſobedience wrought in the 
earth | O! the ruinous, the tranſcendent maligni- 
ty of n! Sin has demoliſhed ſo many ſtately itruc- 
tures of fleth : ſin has made ſuch havoc among the 
moſt excellent ranks of Go p's lower creation: and in 
(that deadly bane of our nature) would have plunged 
our better part into the execrable horrors of the ne- 
thermolt hell; had not our merciful Mediator inter- 
poſed, and given himſelf for our ranſom.— Therefore 
what grateful acknowledgments, does the whole world 
of penitent ſinners owe what ardent returns of love, 
will a whole heaven of glerified believers ; pay to ſuch 
a Friend, Benefactor, aud Dcliverer | 

Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful 
remembrancer ſuggeſts from within. «© Muſt this 
« fad change, ſucceed in me allo? Am I to draw my 
„ laſt gaſp; to become a breathleſs corpſe; and 6: 
„ what I deplore? * Is there a time approaching, 
© when this body ſhall be carried out upon the bier, 
„ and conſigned to its clay-cold bed? while fome 
& kind acquaintance, perhaps, may let fall one parting 
© tear; and cry, Alas! my brother!“ Nothing is 
more certain. A decree much furer than the law of 
the Medes and Perfians, has irrevocably determined 
the doom. 

Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures burſt from his 
confinement, and ſtart up in trigutful deformity before 


"REV: Vie . 12 Efdr, vii. 48. 
} I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
By all theſe folemn heaps of tate; 

And think, as ſoft and ſad | tread 

Above the veacrable dead, 

« Time was, like me, they life poſſeſs'd ; 

* And time ſhall be when 1 ſhall reſt,” Farrell. 
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me: ſhould the haggard ſie/eton lift a clattering hand, 
and point it full in my view ;—fhould it open the 
Riffenedjaws; and, with a hoarſe tremen lous murmur, 
break this profound ſilence :— ſhould it accoſt me, as 
Samuel's apparition addreſſed the trembling king— 
« The LoRD ſhall deliver thize alſo into the hands of 
«K death: yet a little while, and tho, ſhalt be with me* :) 
the /elemn warning, delivered in fo ſtriking a 
manner, muit ſtrongly impreſs my imagination: a 
meſſage in thunder would icarce fink decper.—Yet, 
there is abundantly greater reaſon to be alarmed by 
that expreſs declaration of the Loxd Gop Almighty, 
« Thu ſhalt ſurely die.” — Well then, ſince ſen- 
tence is paſſed; fince I am a condemned man, and 
know not when the dead warrant may arrive; let me 
die to fin, and die to the werd; before I die be- 
neath the ſtroke of a rightcous Gop. Let me 
employ the little uncertain interval of reſpite from 


execution; in preparing for a happier ſtate, and 


a better life, that when the fatal moment comes, and 
I am commanded to ſhut my eyes upon all things 
here below; I may open them again, to ſte my Sa- 
viour in the manſions above. 


Since this ba7y, which is ſo fearfully and wonder- 


fully made, muſt yal to pieces in the grave; ſince I 
muſt ſoon rifiyn all my bodily powers to darknels, in- 
activity, and cori uption; Oh |! let it be my conſtant 
care to v/e them well, while I , them l Let my 
hands be ſtretched forth to relieve the needy ; and al- 
ways be © more ready to give, than to receive.” 
Let my knees bend, in deepeſt humiliation, before the 
throne of grace; while mine eyes are caſt down to the 
earth, in pcnitential contuſion 3 or devoutly looking 
up to heaven for pardoning mercy | In every 
friendly intervicw, let the © law of kindneſs dwell on 
« my lips,” or rather, if the ſeriouineſs of my ac- 


quaintance permits, let the gel of peace flow trom 


my tongue: Oh! that I nught be enabled, in every 


® 2 Sam. XIXViil, 19. 
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blic concourſe, to lift up my voice like a trumpet; 
and pour abroad a more joyful found, than its moſt 
melodious accents, in proclaiming the glad tidings 
of free ſalvation IBS ſhut, my cars. reſolutely ſhut, 
againſt the malevolent whiſpers of {linder, and the 
contagious breath of iilihy talking: but be ſwitt to 
hear the inſtructions of witdom; be all attention, 
when your RRDEEMUERER ſpraks; imbibe the precious 
truths; and convey them carefully to the heart. 
Carry me, my ſeet, to the temple of the Lob; to the 


beds of the fi.k, and houſes of the poor. May 


all my members, devoted entirely to my divine 
Maſter, be the willing inftruments of promoting 
bis glory! 

Taen, ye embalmers, you may ſpirè your pains 2 
theſe works of taith, and layoucs of love; th-fſ2 hall 
be my ſpices and perfumes, Enwrapped in thetc, I 
would lay me gentiy down, and fl:ep tweetly in tne 
bleſſed JesUs; hoping that Gop will “ give con- 
„% mandincnt concerning my bones,“ and one day 
fetch then up from the du't, as filver from the furs 
nace, puriſied, © 1 ſay not ſcven times, but tcveuty 
% times ſcven.“ 


Here my contemplation took wing; and, in an 
inſtant, alightcd in the garden adjvining to myunt 
Calvary. Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed 
fellow- creatures; methought, I longed to ice the place 
where our LokD lay.—And oh! what a marvellous 
ſpe&tacle was once exhibited, in this memorable ſe- 
pulchre! Hes, © who clothes himſelf with /i2ht, as 
es wich a garment; -1d walks upon the wings of the 
« wind ;“ was plcaicd to wear the habiliments of mgr- 

tality, 


* Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
Though ſun and (tars arc duſt beneath his throne. 
| Night Thoughts, 


+ The ſacred ſcriptures, ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, ſay — 
He walk th upon the waves of the ſea; to denote his uncoutioniable 
power, Job ix. 8.— He waiketh in the circuit of heaven; to expreſs the 
immcnſity of his preſcute, Job xxii. 14 He walketh upin the 
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tality, and dwelt among the proftrate dead. Who can 


repeat the wondrous truth too often? Who can 
dwell upon the tranſporting theme too long? HE, 
who fits enthroned in glory, and diffuſes bliſs among 
all the heavenly hoſts; was once a pale and blogdy corpſe, 
and preſſed this little ſpot. 

O death! how great was thy triumph in that hour! 
Never did thy gloomy realms contain fuch a priſoner 
be fore. Priſoner, did I ſay, No; he was more 
than congueror. He aroſe, far more mighty than Sam- 
fon, from a tranſient lumber ; broke down the gates, 
and demolithed the ſtrong-holds, of thoſe dark do- 
minions.—And this, O mortals, this is your only 
cos ſolation and ſecurity. JESUs has trode the dread- 
ful path, and ſmoothed it for your paſſage.—Jesvs, 
ſleeping in the chambers of the tomb, has brightened 
the dilmal manſion; and left an inviting odour in 


thoſe beds of duſt. The dying JEsus, (never let 


the comfortable truth depart from your minds! The 
dying JEsUs) is your ſure rctection, your unqueſtion- 
able paſſport, through the territories of the grave. Be- 
lieve in him; and they ſhall prove a © highway to 
Sin; thall tranſmit you ſafe to paradiſe. Believe 
in him, and you ſhall be no loſers, but unſpeakable 
gainers, by your diſſolution. For, hear what the o- 
racle of heaven ſays upon this important point: Whos 


wings of the wind; to ſignify the amazing ſwiftaeſs of his operations, 
Pfal. civ. 3— In which laſt phraſe, there is, I think, an clegance 
and emphaſis not taken notice of by our commentators, and yet un- 
equallcd in any writer. Not he fel, he ruuneth, but he walkcth 3; 
and that on the very wings of the wind; on th.e moſt impetuous of 
t ements, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with in- 
conceivable rapidity. A tumull in_natur, not to be deſcribed, is 
the compoſed and ſedate work of the DEI TY. A /perd, not to be 
meaſured, is (with reverence 1 uſe the expreſhon, and to comport 
with our low methods of conception) the ſolemn and moj-jtic font-pace 


of JEHOVAR.—How fat aic the following lines, even in the great. 
mater of lyric ſong, 


O. yor Cervis, et agente Nimbos, 
Oc yor Kuro, 


when compared with this inimitable trete of divine poetry! lle 
walketh upon the wings of the wid, / 
0 


fo belicucth in me ſhall never die “. 
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What ſublime 
and emphatical language is this! Thus much, at 
leaſt, it muſt import :—* The nature of that laſt 
% change ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered for the better. 
% It ſhall no longer be inJ7i&ed as a puniſhment, but 
& rather vouck/:/ed as a bleſſing: to ſuch perſons, it 
& ſhall come attended with ſuch a train of benefits, as 
« will render it a kind of happy impropriety to call it 
% dying. Dying! No; it is then they truly begin 
% to live. Their exit is the end of their trailty, aud 
* their entrance upon perfection: their laſt groan is 
«© the prelude to life and immortality.” 

O ye timorous ſouls, that are terrificd at the paſſing- 
bell; that turn pale at the fight of an opened grave; 
and can ſcarce behold a coffin, or a ſkull, without a 
ſhuddering horror: ye that are in bondage to the 
griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his iron 
rod; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, for 


* 


Jaith in his dear Son. Faith will free you from your 


flivery T. Faith will embolden you to tread on (this 
fierceſt of) ſerpents T. Old Simeon, claſping the child 
Jas us in the arms of his Hem, and the glorious Me- 
* Jolin xi. 26. | 
+. Death's terror is the mountain faith removes: 
*Tis faith diſatms deft. uction. 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 


Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow from 
the Night Thoughts; eſpecially from night the fourth : in which, e— 
nergy ot laugnage, ſublimity of ſcutiment, and the molt exquiſite 
beautics of poetry, ate the lealt periectivns to be admired : almoſt. 
every line glows with devotion ; riſes into the moſt exaltcd appre- 
hentions of the adorable Redecmer; and is animated with the moſt 
lively faith iu his all ſuflisicut mediation. The author of this ex- 
cellgnut performance has the peculiar tclicity, of ennvbling ail the 
ſtrength of ſtyle, aod every delicacy of 1imagiaation, with the graud 
and momentous truths of Chriſtianity, Thele thoughts give the 
higheſt eatertaiamenc co the fancy; and impart the nobleſt improves 
ment to the mind: they not only refiac our talic, but prepare us 
tor death, and ripen us for glory. 1 never tak? up this admirable 
Piece, but I am ready to cry out, PFecam Vivere amem, tecum: 
o cam libens 5 i. e. laſpire me with tuch a ſyicit, aud lite ſhall be: 
«. dclightful, nor death itſelf unwelcome,” 

i Lukc & 19» 
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diator in the arms of his faith, departs with tranquit- 


lity and peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having 
won CHRIS, being found in Canis, longs to be 
diſmiſſed from cumbrous clay, and kindles into rap- 
ture at the proſpect of diſſolution v. Methinks I fee 
another of IMMANVUEL's followers, teuſting in his 
Saviour; leaning on his beloved; go down to the ſi- 
lent ſhades, with compoſure and alacrity . In this 
powerful name an innumerable company of ſinful 
creatures have ſ{ct up their banners; and * overcome 
„ through the blood of the Limb.“ Authoriſed by 
the Captain of thy ſalvation, Zhou alſo mayſt ſet thy 
feet upon the neck of this king of terrors. Furnifhe 
ed with this antidote, 7hor allo mayſt play around the 
hole of the aſp, and put thy undaucted hand on 
this cockatrice den . Thou meyſt || feel the viper 
faſtening to thy mortal part, and ſcar no evil: thou 


ſhalt one day ſhake it off by a joytul reſurrection, 


and fuffer no harm. 


Reſurrection! That chearing word caſes my mind 


of an anxious thought, and ſolvts a moſt momentous. 
guc, ion, 1 was going to aſk, © Wherefore do all theſe 
«© corpſes lie here in this abject condition? Is this 
at their final ſtate? Has death conquered ? and will 
& the tyrant hold captivity captive? How long wilt 
4e thou forget them, O Lord? For ever?“ — No, 
ſaith the voice from heaven, the word of divine reve- 
lation; The rightegus are all“ prifiners. of hope 5.“ 
There is an hour, (an awful ſecret that, and known 


Only to all forcſceing Wildom), an appointed hour 


there is, when an act of grace will paſs the great ſeal 
above, and give them an univerſal diſcharge; a gene- 
ral dclivery from the abudcs of corruption. Then 
ſhall the LoD Jesus deicend from heaven, with the 
Hout of the archangcl, and-the trump of God. De- 
ferut/ion 1 It ſhall Ecar the call, and the obedient 


* Phi] j. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. + 2 Pet. i. 14. | 4 IC, x1. 8, 
4 Acts vil. 3. 3. $ ZEchs iz. 12. 
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grave give up her dead. In a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, they {ſhake off the flæcp ot ten thouſand 
years, and ſpring forth, like the bounding roe, “to 
% meet their LoRD in the air.“ 

And, oh | with what cordial congratulations, 
what traniporting endearments, do the foul and body, 
thoſe affe<tionate companions, reunite] But, with 
how much greater demonſtrations of kindneſs are 
they both received by their compaſtznate Redeemer ! 
The Ancient of days, who comes in the clouds of 
heaven, is their friend, their father, their bridegroom. 
They have nothing to fear from all the pomp of his 
appearance, 'Lhote tremendous fclemuitics, which 
ſpread deſolation and aſtoniſhment through the uni- 
verle, ſerve only to iuflame their love, and heighten 
their hop-s. The Judge, the awful Judge, amidit all 
his magnificence and ſplendor, vouchſafes to conteſs 
their names; vouchtates to commemorate their fideli- 
ty, before all the inhabitants of the Ikics, and the 
whole affembled world. 

Hark! the thunders are huſhed : the lightnings 
ceaic their rage: the angelic armies ft ind in filent ſut- 
penſc: ine wavle race ot Adam is wrapt in plraſing, or 
anxious exp.ctation, And now, that adorable Being, 
whotc favour is better than {fe ; whole acceptance is a 
crown ot g:cry ; lifts up the light of his cuuntenance 
upon the rizatcous, He tpearxs 3 and what rav:thin 
words proceed from his gracivus aps! What ecitafi.s 
of delight they enkindle in the breaits of the faithful! 
—* { accept you, O my pop! ye arc they that be- 
& licved in my name. YC arc they that renounced 
& yeur ſelves, aid arc complete in me. | Ice no ipot or 
„ blem im you; ivr. e are wathed in my vivod, 
& and cloathgd ju ay iiyhicoujncls. Ken. wey by my 
& Spirit, ye have Stoma me ON Earth, and have 
© bccn faithful unto dcatu. Conne, then, ye ter- 
« vants of holigeis, enter into the Jy of your Lord, 
& Come, ye children obligat; ye vicil-d of my Fa- 
„ ther; receive the kingiom that thiil nover be remo» 
& ved; wal the crown vai tadcth nut away; and 
« enjoy picuſures tur cverniore !” 5 
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Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; that fick- 
neſs will never again ſhew her pale countenance in 
their dwellings *. Death itſelf will be © {wallowed up 
& in victory.” That fatal javelin, which has draucs 
the blood of monarchs, and finds its way to the hearts 
of all the ſons of Adem, ſhall be utterly broken. That 
enormous ſcythe, hien has ſtruck empires from their 
root, and {wept ages and generations into oblivion, 
ſhall lie by in perp-tual uſeleſſneſs. Sin alſo, which 
filled thy quiver, thou iafariate archer | —fin, which 


ſtrungthy arm with ſuch refifticf; vigour which point- 


ed all thy ſhafts with inevitable deſtruction—ſfin, will 
then be done away. Wahatevzr is frail, or depraved, 
will be thrown off with our grave-clbaths. All to 
come is perfect excellency, and conſummate happi- 
neſs; the term of whole continuance is eternity. 


O eternity ! eternity ! How are our boldeſt, our 
ſtrongeit thoughts, loſt and ow rwhelned in thee! 
Who can ſet landmarks, to limit thy dimenſions; or 
find plummets, to fathom thy decps? Arithmeticians 
have figures, to compute all the progreſſions of time: 
aſlr5nomers have inſtruments, to calculate the diſtances 
of the planets : but what numbers can ſtate, what lines 
can gauge the lengths and breadths of eternity? © Ie 
« is higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? dee 
© er than hell; what canſt thou know? The meaſure 
& thereof is longer than the carth, broader than the 
6. ſea . 

Myſterious, mighty exiſtence! A ſum, not to be 
leſſened by the largeſt deductiong; an extent, not to be 
contracted by all poſſible diminutions. None can truly 


ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſte gL ages, „That 


* T/avb, ſpeaking of tlie new Jeruſulem, mentions this, as one of 
its immunities, The inhabitant thereof ſhall no more ſay, I am ſick. And 
another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus, GO ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow nor 
cryiag « neither ſhall there be any more pain, II. xxxiii, 24. Rev. xxi. 4 

+ Job zi. 8. . | | 

* ſa, 


— 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 81 


c fo much of eternity is gone.“ For, when millions 
of centuries are clapſed, it is but juſt commencing; 
and, when millions more have run their ample round, 
it will be no ucarer ending. Yea, when ages, nume- 
rous as the bloom of ſpring ; increaſed by the herbage 
of ſummer z bath augmented by the leaves of autumn z 
and all multiplied by the drops of rain, which drown 
the winter when theſe, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand more more than can be repreſented by any 
ſi nilitude, or imagiaed by any conception, are all 
revolved ; eternity, vaſt, boundleis, amazing eternity, 
will only be beginning. Or rather, (if I may be allow» 
ed the expreſſion), only beginning to begin. 
What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this ! full of 
delight, and full of dread, O] may it alarm our fears ; 
quicken our Vabeg and animate all our endeavours J. 
Since we are ſoon to launch into this endleis and in- 
conceivable ſtate; let us give all diligence, to ſecure 
our entrance into bliſs, — Now, let us give all diligence; 
becauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of futurity. 
The whecl never turns: all is ſtedtaſt and immoveable 
beyond the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on 
the treue, or ſtretehed on the rack; a ſeal will be ſet 
to our condition, by the hand of everlaſting mercy, 
or inflexible juſtice, — The f/aints always rejoice a- 
midſt the ſmiles of heaven; their harps are perpe. 
tually tuned; their triumphs admit of no interruption, 
— Ihe ruin alſo of the wicked, is irremediable. The 
fatal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to be repeal- 
ed. No hope of cxchangiog their doleful habitations. 
But all things bear the ſame diſmal aipcct, for ever 
and ever, 


THE wicked My mind recoils “, at the apprehen- 
ſion of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the fear» 
ful ſudj et; and icems unwilling wo puriuc it, even 
now. But it is better to reflc& upon it for a few 
minutes; than to endure it to cternal ages. Perhaps, 


- Ainus meniriſe borret, lacfugue reſigit. Virg. 
the 
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the con ſileration of their aggravated miſery, may be 
preſitably terrible: may teach me more highly to prize 
the Haviour, who delivers from going down into“ the 
bottomleſs pit :” may drive me, like the averger's ſword, 
to this only city of refuge, for obnoxious ſinners. 
The wick: a ſeem to lie here, like malefactors, in a 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day 
of trial. Their departure was without peace.“ 
“Clouds of horror, fat louring upon their cloſing 
& eyc-lids; moſt ſadly foreboging the blackneis of 
& dark neſs for ever.“ When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized 
their frame, and the inevitable change advanced: 
when they ſaw the fatal arrow, fitting to the ſtrings; 
ſaw the deadly archer, aiming at their life; and felt 


the envenomed ſhaft, faſtened in their vitals -G 


Gop! What fearfulneſs came upon them! What 
horrible dread overwhelmed them! How did they 
ſtand ſhuddering upon the tremendous precipice z 
exceſſively afraid to die, yet utterly unable to live | — 
O! what pale reviews; what ſtartling proſpecls; 
conſpire to augment their ſorrows I They look backs 
ward ; and behold a myſt melancholy ſcene ! fins un- 
repented of; merci:s lighted; and the day of grace end- 
ing.—Theylook forwardzand nothing preſents itſelf, but 
the righteous Judge; the dreadtul tribunal ; and a moſt 
ſolemn reckoning. —They roll arcund their affrighted 
eyes, on attending friends; and, if accomplices in debau- 
chery, it ſharpens their anguiſh, to conſider this 
further aggravation of their guilt, that they have not 
ſinned alone, but drawn others into the ſaare: if 
religious acquaintance ; it ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into 
their hearts, to think of never ſceing them any more, 
but only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by 

the unpaſſable gulph. f 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray: finding no 
other poſlible way of relief, they are conſtrained to 
apply unto the Alnvghty : with trembling lips, and a 
faltering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign Being, 
„% who kills and makes alive.“ But why, Ol why 
have they deferred their addreſſes to heaven, fo long? 
Why have they de/pi/ed all his counſcls; and ſtood 
iucorrigible, 
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incorrigible, under his inceſſant reproofs? How 
often have they been /orewarned of theſe terrors 
and moſt importunately intreated, to turn to the 
LorD !—I wilh, they may find favour at this laſt 
bour: and, by a miracle of grace, be ſnatched from 
the very brink, the breaking brink of damnation, 
But alas! who can tell, whether affronted Majeſty 
will lend an ear to. their complaint? He may, for 
avgbht any mortal knows, “ laugh at their calamity, 
« and mock when their fear cometh.” 

Thus they lie groaning out the poor remains of 
life; their limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart ſtrug- 
pling with convulſive throws; pains inſupportaole 
throbbing through every pulſc; and innumerable 
darts of agony transfixing their cunicience, » 


In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement : 
Runs to each avenue; and ſhricks for help; 
But ſhricks in vain ! How wiſhfully ſhe looks 
On all (he's leaving, now no longer hers ! 

A little longer, yet a little longer, 

O! might ſhe ftay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her p.{ſſige! Mourntul ſight! 
Her very eyes weep blood; and cv'ry groan 
She heaves, is big with horror: but the foe, 
Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to Bis purpoſe, 
Purſues har cloſe through cv'ry lane of lite, 
Nor mitles once the track, but preſles on 
Jill, forc'd at laſt to the tremendous verge, 
At once ſhe links — 


The GRAVE, 


Tf this be the end of the ungodly, © My ſoul, come 
not thou into their ſecret | Uuto their aticu.bly, ine 
« konour be not thou united !%— Oh ! how awtully 
accompliſhed is that prediction of intpired wildom! 
«« din, though ſcemingly tweet in the cemm gien; in 
«* the i ie bitech like a ſerpent, and fupgeth Ike an 
« adder.” 
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Hayyey diſſolution ! were this the period of their 
woes. But alas! all theſe tribulations are only the 
beginning of ferrows z one ſmall drop of that © cup of 
„ trembling,” which is mingled for their future por. 
tion.—No ſooner hes the laſt pang diſlodged the re. 
luctant foul ; but they are hurried into the preſence 
of an injured angry GoD : not under the conducting 
care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the intults of 
accurſcd ſpirits; who lately tempted them, now upbraid 
them, and will for ever ferment them. — Who can 
conceive their contuſion and diſtreſs ; when they ſtand 
guilty and incx« uſable, before their incenſed Creator? 
They are received with frowns: “ The Gop that 


«© made them has no mercy on them.“ The Prince 


of peace, the Fountain of felicity, rejects them with 
abhorrence. He conſignus them over to chains of dark. 
neſs, and receptacles of deſpair; againſt the ſeverer 
doom, and more public infamy of the great day. 
Then all the vials of wrath will be emptied upon theſe 
wretched creatures. The law they have violated, and 
the goſpel they have ſlighted; the power they have 
deficd, and the goodneſs they have abuſed ; will all 
get themſelves honour in their exemplary deſtruction. 


then Gov, the Gop to whom vengeance belongeth, . 


will draw the arrow to the very head, and ſet them as 
the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. 

Reſurrection will be no privilege to them; but im- 
mortality itſelf their everlaſting curſe. Would 
they not bleis the grave, * that land where all things 
« are forgotten ;” and wiſh to lie eternally hid in its 
deepeſt gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to conceal their 
perſons; or draw a veil over their practices. They 
alſo muſt awake; muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the bar; 
and meet the Judge: a Judge before whom“ the pillars 
6 of heaven tremble, and the earth melts away:“ a 
Judge, once long-ſuffering and very compaſſionate; but 
now unalterably determined, to teach ſtubborn offend- 
ers hat it is to provoke the omnipotent Godhead z 
what it is to frample on the blood of his Son 3 and of- 


fer deſpite to all the gracious overtures of his 1 7 
| | h 


Famy, before all the angels ot light. 
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Oh!] the perplexity ! the diltraQtion ! that muſt con- 
found the impeniteat rebels; when they are ſummon— 
ed to the great tribunal ! © What can they do, in this 
« day of ſevere vifiration ?” this day of final decilion ? 
— Where? How? From whence can they find help? 
— To which of the ſaints will they turn? Whither 
betake themſclves for ſhelter? — Alas ! 'tis all in vain 
tus all too late. Friends and acq 1aintance know them 
no more © heaven and earth abandon them to their 
approaching doom: and even the Midi uor, the Ma- 
DIAT"R hinſelf, deferts them u this dread ul hour. 
Vo fly, will be impracticable; to i them- 
ſclv s, iiili more impoſlible; and now, to make any 


ſupplications, utterly unavailable. 


B:aold | the books are opened: the ſecrets of all 
hearts are diſcloſcd: the hidden things of darknets 
are brought to light, How empiy, how ineFectuil, 
are all thote refined artifices ; with which hypocrites 
impoſ-.1 upon their tellow creatures, and pretcrved a 
character in the fi;ht of men! Pnejralous Gur, who 
has becu about their path, and about their bed, and 
"(picd out all their ways „ e {ets before them the things 
« that they have done“ hey cannot an{wer nim 
one in a thou{:ind, or ſtand in the awful judgment, 
They are ſpeechls/s with gut, and figmatized with in- 
Wat a favour 
would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed heads in 
the bottom of the ocean; or even to be buricd vencath 
the ruins of the tottering world. 

Ir the coutempt pyured upon them be 0 inſupport- 
able; O! how will their hearts endure,” when the 


ford of infinite indignation is unſheathed; and fierce- 


ly waved around their detenertel heads; or pointed 
directly at their naked breatts ! How muit the wretches 
ſcream with wild amazement, ani rend the very hea» 
v<ns with their cries, when “ the right aiming thun— 
% derbo!ts go abroad!“ Gy abroad, with a dreadful 


commiſfion, to drive them from the kingdoms of 


glory; and plunge them, not into the forrows of a 
moment, or the tortures of an hour; but into all the 


Vol. I. | H reſtleſs 
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reſtleſs agonies of unquenchable fire, and everlaſting 


deſpair *. 

Miſery of miſeries ! too ſhocking for reflection to 
dwell upon. But if fo diſmal to /r, and that at a 
diſtance, together with ſome comtortable expectation 
of cjcaping it—O! how bitter, how inconceivably bit» 
ter to bear ; without any intermiſſion, or any mitiga- 
tion; through hopeleſs and eternal ages! 

Who has any bowels of pity ?—Who has any ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion ? Who has any tender concern 
for his fcllow-creatur:s !—Who? In G.Dp's name, 
and for ChHxIST's fake, let him ſhewit; by warning 
every man, and beſeeching every man, to /eck the 
LoD while he may be /cund : to throw down the arms 
of rebcllion, before the act of indemnity expires : ſub- 
miſſively to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 
golden ſceptre.— Here, let us act the friendly part to 
mankind : here, let the whole force of our bene vo— 
lence cxert itfclt; in exhcrting whomſoever we are 
likely to influence, to take the wings of faith unfeign- 
ed; of re/cntance undelayeu z and“ fice away from 
4 this wrath to come,” 


Uyon the whole: what ſtupendous diſcoveries are 
thele ! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O my 
foul. Recullett them with the moſt terious attention, 
when thou lie ſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for h companions when 
thou talkeſt, liſten to them as thy promyters; and 
whatcver thou doſt, conſult them as thy directors. In- 
flucnced by theſe confideraitons, thy views will great- 
en; thy affeftions be exalted 3 and thou thyſelf raiſed 
above the tantalizing power of psoriſhing things. 
Luhy mindtul af theſe, it will be the tum ot thy deſires, 
and icope of thy endeavours, to gain the approbation 


Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And teſt can ne-er d well; hope never comes, 
Th4At comes to : but torture without end 
Srill urges, and a fierv deluge, ted 
With cver - burmng ſulphur, unconſum d. Milton. 
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of that ſovereign Being who will then fill the throne, 
and pronounce the deciſive ſentence. Thou wilt fee 
nothing worth a with “, in comparifon of having 
his will for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and his 
Holy Spirit for thy ever-actuating principle. 


WoxDpeR, O man; be loſt in admiration ; at thoſe 
prodigious events, which are coming upon the univerſe; 
events, the greatneſs of which nothing finite can mca- 
ſure. Such as will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or 
momentous, in the annals of all generations, to ſinle 
into littleneſs and nothing: events (Jxs us, prepare us 
for their approach; defend us when they take place! 
big with the everlaſting fates of all che living, and all 
the dead, —l muſt ſee the graves cleaving; the e 
teeming ; and ſwarms unfulpected, crowds: unnu n- 
bered, yea, multitudes of thronging nations, riſiag 
from both, —I muſt fee the world in flames: mult 
ſtand at the diſſalution of all terreſtrial things; and be 
an attendant on the burzal of nature. I muſt fee the 
vaſt expanſe of the ty wrapt vp like a ſcroll; and the 
incarnate Gop, iſſuing forth from light inacceſlivle, 
with ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels, to judge 
both men and devils, I muſt fee the curtain of time 
drop; ſee all eternity diſcloſed to view; and enter up— 
on a tate of being that will never, never, have an end, 

And ought I not, (let the vaineſt imagination judge; 
ought I not), to ?ry the ſincerity of my faith, and take 
heed to my ways ? Is there an inquiry ; is there a care ; 
of greater, of equal, of comparable importance PIs 
not this an infinitely preſſing call, to fee that my loins 
are girded about, my lamp trimmed, and myſelt dreſſ. 
ed for the Bridegroom's appearance?“ That, waſh» 
ed in the fountain opened in my Saviour's ſide, and 
clad with the marriage-g2rment wove by his obedience 
I may * be found in peace, unblameable, and unre 
„ proveable.” —Otherwile, how ſhall J ſtand with 


Great day of dread, decifion, and deſpair! 
At thought of thee, cach fublunary with 
Let's go its Cager gretp, and quits the world. Night Thug bs. 
H 2 ; boldneſs, 
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boldneſs, when the ſtars of heaven fell from their 
orbs? How ſh.ill come forth ere and couragecus, 
when the earth iticlf reels to and tro like a drunkard * ? 
How ſhall I lock up with joy, and ſee my talvation 
Crawing nigh; when the hearts of millions tail for fear? 


Now, Madam, leſt my meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any wnpleajing glam upon your mind; 
let me once mor? turn to the brightening preſfects of 
the rigbteous. A view of them, and their delightful 
expectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts, 
that have been muſing vpon melancholy ſubj Cs, and 
bevering about the edpes of internal darkneis: juſt as 
a ſpaci us ficld, arrayed in chearfrul green, relieves 
and reinvigoretes the eye; that has fatigucd itſelf by 
pring upon ſome minute, or gazing upon ſome 
glaring object. 

Ihe righteous ſeem to lic by, in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary jilst in ſome well - ſheltered creek ; 
till all the ſtorms, which infeſt this lower world, are 
blown over. Here they enyj:'y fate anchorage, are in 
no danger of /oundering, amicit the feas of prevailing 
iniquity; or of being ſbipwrecked on the rocks of any 
powerful temptation. But ere long we ſhall behold 
them hoiſting their fag of hope; riding before a ſweet 
gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love; till they 
make, with all the /az/s of an aſſured faith, the bleſſed 
port of eternal life, 

Then may the honoured friend to whom I am wri. 
ting; rich in good works; rich in heavenly tempers 
but inexpreſſibly richer in her Saviour's righteoulncſs, 
O! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gallant 
ſtately veſſel; returned ſucceſstul and victorious, from 
ſome grand expedition; with acclamations, honour, 
and joy! while my /ittle bark attendant on the ſolem- 
nity, and a partaker of the triumph, glides humbly 
after: and both reſt together in the haven,—the 
withed-for bliſsful haven, of perſcct ſecurity, and 
everlaſting repole, 

II. Xiv. 20. 
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I lock upon the pleaſure which we take in a garden, as 


one of the mt innocent deliphts in human life. A 
garden was the habitation of our firſt parents before 
the fall, It is naturally apt to fill the mind with 
calmneſs and tranquillity, and to lay all its turbulent 
paſſrons at reſt. Ut gives us a great inſight into the 
contrivance and wiſdom of Providence, and ſuggeitts. 
lanumcrable iubjects for meditation. 
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REFLECTIONS on @a FLOWER-GARDEN, 

IW L in the garden ;—Summer-morning ; a ſoaring 

lark ; invitatian to early riſing, 91 —Vaſineſs of 

the heavens, greater extent of divine mercy, 93—The 

fun ; its riſing glories ; noble emblem of CHRIST, in 
its enlightening, fruftifying, chearing, and extenſive 
influences, 94 Deus; their tranſient brightneſs 

their refreſting nature: their immenſe number: diſſi- 

cult paſſage in the Pſalms cleared up, 100—The various, 

but harmonious, procedure of providence and grace, 104, 

—View of the country, and its principal productions: 
particularly of an orchard, and kitchen-garden ; chiefly 
characterized as uſeful, ioj—- CHRIS H made and reco- 
vered, upholds and actuates all; addreſs to mankind on this 
occaſion, 111 —Obſervations contracted to the garden: 
fields of literature left for the fludy of the Bible, 114— 
Fragrance of flowers; its fugitive nature, another 
motive to ſhake off floth; the delightful ' ſenſation it creates, 
faint repreſentation of the preciouſneſs of CHRIS T's 
facrifice ;, all our performances polluted, thif the cauſe 
of our acceptance, 116—The colours of flowers, how 
perfect in every kind; with what ſkill diſpcſed; the 
fineneſs of the flowery texture: inducement to truſt in 
providence, 119—The folly of pride in dreſs; our true 
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delight ; what pleaſure muſt ariſe from the beatific viſion, 


122—golomon pictures cut the bleſſed JeEsUs by the 


moſt delicate flowers : beauties in the creature ſhould 
lead us to the Creator, 124—The variety of flowers, in 
their airs, habits, attitudes, and lineaments, the wiſdom 
of the Almighty Maker, the perfection and ſimplicity of 
his operations, 125—Difference between individuals of 
the ſame ſpecies; emblem of the-/maller difference among 
Proteſtants, 128—The regular ſucceſſion of flowers 3 
* of = chiiceſt ſets deſcribed; the fine eſfect produced 
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by this piece of economy ; the apparent inter poſition of 
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tranſlated, 138, 139— 4 favourite tenet of Mr Pope's 
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foul, 140—Remark on the notion of a great poet, 143 
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mind ; addreſs to perſens concerned in the education of 


. youth, 146—Flowers in the bud, figurative of a nig- 


gard; flowers in full expanſion, expreſſive of a benevo- 
tent diſpeſition, 149—The ſun-flower ; its remarkable 
attachment to the ſun ; ſuch ſhould be cur adherence to 
the Savicur, 1,0—The paſſron-flower ;, its deſcription ; 


with a religious improvement, 152—The ſenſitive plant; 


ſhrinks from every touch; ſuch ſhould be cur ſolicitous 
care to avoid fin, 1 55 -The lovelineſs of blooming flowers, 
e:mpared with the ccarſeneſs of their roots, gives us an 
idea of the ennobling change of cur bodies at the reſur- 
rectian; this conſideratiin ſhould reconcile us to the 
thoughts of diſſoluticn, 157 —Paſſage from Theocritus ; 
the perſetiions of flowers ſcen decay; the charms of com- 
plexion ſcarce more laſting, 159— Inſtances of the tran- 


fitory continuance of the nobleft flowers ; the honours of 


the future flate unfading, 161—All the delights of the 
firwery ſeaſon paſs away ; the celeſtial entertainments 
know no end, 163—Net flowers only, but the moſt durable 
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things in nature are periſbing; their ſelicity table, who 
have Gop for their portion, 164—Retreat into an ar- 
bour; practice of St Auguſtine, pattern for our imita- 
tion, 164—Ccoolneſs of this ſhady ſituation; the inſuſfer* 
able heat that rages abroad; our ſafety in all the dan- 


gers of life, and amidft the terrors of eternal judgment, 


F. ſheltered by the Redeemer's protection, and interefted 
in his merits, 165—The bees; their ingenuity ; their 
induſtry ; ſet an example for the author, 167 — A diſtant 
profpett of the while ſcene, with its various decorations, 


reminds the beholder of heaven ; its gleriet net te be de- 


ſcribed, but moſt paſſionately deſired, 168, 
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FLOWER-GARDE N. 


[In a LETTER to a LAP v. J 


MAD AM, 


O ME time ago, my meditations took a turn 
5 among the Tombs : they viſited the awful and 
melancholy manſions of the dead“: and you 
was pleaſed to favour them with your attention. 
May I now, beg the honour of your company, in a 
more inviting and delightful excuriivn ? In a beauti- 
ful Flower-garden ; where | lately walked, and at once 
regaled the tenſe, and indulged the fancy. 


IT was early in a ſummer- morning: when the air 
was cool; the earth moiſt; the whole tace of the crea» 


% Diſcourſes on the vanity of the creature, which repreſent the 
© parrenneſs of every thing in this world, and its incapaci'y of pro- 
% ducing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happineſs, are uſefol. Thoſe 
* ſpeculations alſo, which ſhew the bright ſide ot things, and lay 
* forth thoſe innocent entertainments, which ate to be met with a- 
* mong the ſeveral objects that encompaſe us, are no leſs bencfi- 
* cial.” Spec. Vol V. No. 393. Upon the plan of theſe ol ſer vations, 
the preceding and following reſleſtious are formed. | 


tion 
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tion freſh and gay. The noiſy world was ſcarce of th 
awake. Bufineſs had not quite ſhook off his ſound devot 
ſleep: and riet had but juſt reclined his giddy head, Natul 
All was ſerene: all was ſtill: every tlring tended to reſin 
inſpire tranquillity of mind, and invite to ſerious 
thought. IT 
Ouly the wakeful /ark had left her neſt, and was his f 
mounting on high, to ſalute the opening day. Ele- 81 
vated in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious hu/vand- A 
man to his toil, and all her fe!low-ſongflers to their 
notes. Earlieſt of birds, ſaid I, companion of P 
the dawn, may I always rife at thy voice! Riſe to fire, 
offer the matin- ſong; and adore that beneficent Being, ſper 
« who maketh the outgoings of the morning and-e- larg 
« vening to rejoice,” whi 
Oh! how charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet {pat 
hour of prime! To enjoy the calm of nature; ta tread | bet: 
the dewy lawns; and taſte the unriffled freſhneſs of tha 
the air! f the 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet oh 
| With charm of earlieſt birds “. of 
What a pleaſure do the ſons of /{th loſe ! Little, ah! ot 
| little is the ſluggard ſenſible, how delicious an enter- — 
= tainment he foregocs, for the pooreſt of all animal er 
| gratifications, TE: 
The greyne/s of the dawn decays gradually. A. all 
bundance of Yuddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces of the firs ie 
mament z till, at length, the dappled aſpect of the eaſt 
is loſt in one ardent and univerial 7%. Is it the fit 
ſurmiſe of imagination, or do the ſkies really reddea 
with /bame, to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched on their 
drowly pillows ?—Shall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe ? 
Shall man waſte theſe precious hours in idle ſlum- 
bers? while the vigorous /un is up, and going on his 
Maker's errand ? while all the feathered chiir are 21 
bymning the Creator, and paying their homage in a 
harmony? Oh! no. Let him heighten the melody - 
t 
6 Milt. Par, Loſt, B, IV. I. 64. 1 
oz 
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of the tuncful tribes, by adding the rational ſtrains of 


1d devotion, Let him improve the fragrant oblations of 
I, nature, by mingling, with the riſing odours, the more 
0 reſined breath of praiſe. 
's . 

IT is natural for man to look upward “; to throw 
fo bis firſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 
. Strait towards heav'n my wand'ring eyes I turn'd, 
. And gaz'd a while the ample iky . 
F Prodigious theatre! Where lightnings dart their 
) firs, and thunders utter their voice: where tempeſts 
p ſpend their rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at 
. large! — 0! the greatn:/5 of that mighty hand; 


which meteth out this amazing circumference with à 
ſpan! Ol the immenſity of that wonderful Being, 
before whom this unmeafuravble extent is no more 
than a point! And O! (thou pleaſing thought) 
the unſ-archable riches of that mercy, which is t greats 
er than the heavens ! is more extenſive and unbound- 
ed in its pracious exerciſe, thin thele illimitable tracks 
of air, and fea, and firmament! chat pardons crimes 
of the moſt enormous ſizz, and moſt horrid aggrava- 
tions; pardons them, in conſideration of the R dem- 
er's atonement, with perfect frecnuſs, and the utmoſt 
readineſs ! more readily, it it were poſſible, than this 
all-ſurrounding expanſe admits, within its circuit, a 
ridge of mountains, or even a grain of ſand, 

O! come hither, then, ye awakened, trembling 
ſinners, Come F, weary and heavy laden with a ſenſe 


of 
O homini ſublimi dedit, cælumęne tueri 
Jet, et erectos ad ſidera tollere vultas. Ovid. 


+ Milt. Far. Loft, B. VIII. I. 257. 
+ Pſal. cviii. 4 
$ The lives that follow are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirit 
and practice hinted above, In them deſire pants, prayer wreſtles, 
and faith, as it were, graſps the price. take leave to tranſs 
plant them into this place, becauſe they have the misfortune to 
grow in a very obſcure fituation. Their native foil, is no other 
tl an the lament tion of a ſiuner, written by Mr Sterybold. Notwithe 
ſtanding the unpromitivg genius of the performance, I think, we 
may 
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of your iniquities. Condemn yourſelves. Renounce 
all reliance on any thing of your own. Let your 
truſt be in the tender mercy of God for ever and ever. 


In them hath he ſet a tabernacle for the ſun. Be- 
hold him coming forth from the chambers of the eaſt. 
See; the clouds, like floating curtains, are thrown 
back at his approach. With what reyulgent maje/{y 
does he walk abroad! How tranſcendently bright is 
his countenance; ſhedding day, and inexhauſtible 
light, through the univerſe ! Is there a /cene, though 
finiſhed by the moſt elaborate and coſtly refinements of 
human art, “comparable to theſe illuſtrious ſolemni— 
« ties of opening ſunſhine? Before 7Zhe/e all the ſtu- 
% died pageantry of the theatre, the plittering œco- 
«© nomy of an aſſembly, or even the heightened or- 
% naments of a royal palace, hide their diminiſhed 
& heads, and ſhrink into nothing.” —1 have read of a 
perſon ſo ſtruck with the ſplendors of this noble lu- 
minary, that he imagined himſelf made on purpoſe to 
contemplate its glories. O] that Chriſtians would a- 
dopt his perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of righs 
teouſneſs! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be a chi- 
merical notion, and become a moſt important truth, 
For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme happineſs of the eter- 
nal ſtate, and therefore may well be the ruling concern 
of this preſent life, © to know the only true Gop, 
« and JesUs CyHrIsT whom he hath ſent.” Nor do 
I ſtand alone in this opinion. One of the moſt un- 
queſtionable judges of whatever is valuable in ſcience, 
may challenge the greateſt maſters, to produce any thinz more ſpirit- 
ed and importunate, more full of nature, or more fſluſſie d with. lite, 


Merq, gad LO RD, mercy Icrave, 
This is the total=ſum ; 
For mercy, LOR O, is all my ſuit; 
LORD, let thy mercy come. | 
The ſhort ſentences— Not a ſingle copulative—The frequent repeti- 
tion of the divine name— The almeſt inceflant reiteration ot the 
blcGing, ſo earncſily deſired, ſo infinitely needed, — Theſe are 
the genuine language of ardour; are beautics obvious to every eye; 
and cannot tail, cither to pleaſe the judicious taſte, or to ediiy the 
graicus heats | 


Or 
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—_ or per fective of our nature z a jud ge, who formed his 
ks taſſe on the maxims of paradite, and received the fl 
bo ni/bings of his education in the third heavens; this 
i ju.ige determines to“ know nothing but Jesus 
Be. „ CHRIST, and him cruciticd.” He pofletied, in his 
aſt. own perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired accompli/he 
yea ments; and yet pronounces them no better than dung, 
ety in compariſon of the ® tuperemincnt excellcncy ot this 
FEA ſaving knowledge. 
ble | a 
ok ü METHIxKs I diſcern a thouſand admirable proper 
of ties in tne un. It is certainly the beſt maternal em- 
* blem ot the Creator, There is more of Gop in its 
u- luflre, energy, and uefumeſs, than in any other viſible 
vas! being. Lo worthip it as a deity, was the leaft inexcu- 
IVY ſable of all the Heathen id-latries, One ſcarce can 
ad wonder, that fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake o fair a 
ca coy for the adorable original. No compariion in 
"Rf - the whole book of tacred wi/ugn pliales me more, 
* than that which reſembles the bicti-d Jess to yonder 
264 regent of the day“; who now advances on his azure 
. road, to ſcatter light and gladacſs through the 
ki DallUnSe 8 
th. | 
TY  Wrar were all che realms of the world, but a dun- 
1 gen of darkneſs, without the beams of the fun! All 
D, thcir ſine lccucs, hid under ſhades; loſt in oblcurity. 
do — la vain, we roll around our eyes in the midnight 
n- | glo m: in vein, we ftrive to behold the features of 
ce, amiable nature: turn whither we will, no form or 
f comcelincis app-ars: all ſcems a dreary waſte; an un- 
4 diſtinguiſhed chaos, till the returning hours have un- 
5 barred the gates of light, and let forth the morn, 
Then, what a proſpect opens! The heavens are 
paved with azure, and ſtrewed with rofes. A varie- 
: ty of the liveſieft verdures array the plains. 'The 
= flowers put on a glow, of the richeſt colours. The 
are * To un:ige9 Thg Ye. 
2 + Unto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, 


* 
= 


with healing in his wings. Mal. iv. 2. 


whole 
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whole creation ſtands forth, dreſſæd in all the charms 
of beauty. The raviſhed eye looks round, and won- 
ders. | 

And what had been the condition of our intell-tua! 
nature, without the great Redeemer, and his d.vine 
revelation? Alas! what abturd and unworthy ap- 
prchenfions did the Pagan ſages form of Gop! 
What idle dreams, what childith conjectures, were 
their doctrines of a future ſtate! And tow did the 
bulk, even of that fivourcd nation, the 7.ws. weary 
themſelves in very vanity, to obtain peare avd recon. 
ciliation with their off: nded JHA! Till Jesus 
aroſe upon Gur benighted mmds, and brought lite 
and immortality to licht; till he arote, “ to enlighten 
d the wretched Centies and to be the glory of bis 
& people Vrael! — Now, we no longer cry out 
with a r.ſti-is impatience, © Where is Gop my Ma. 
&« ker?” For we are allowed to contemplate the 
biighineſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perion, in the face of JesUs ChrIsT.”-— Now, 
we no longer inquire, wih an unfatisti:d ſ{licirude, 
& Which is the way to bliſs?” Bccaute Ji sUs has 
marked the path, by his thinipg cxample; and left us 
an uncrring clue, in his holy word. Now, we have 
no more reaton to proceed wih mil; iving hearts, in 
our jou ney to cternity ; or to Ak anxoufly, as we go ; 
« Who will rol away the ſtone, aud open the «vers 
& laſting doors? Who will remove inc flaming ſword, 
& and give us àdunfſiou into the delights of paradile 2” 
For it dune, all donc, by ghe Captain of our falva- 
tion. Sin he has e, iated, by the unbien:ithed ſacri- 
fie ot himiclf, The /aw he has fulfilled, by his per- 
tcct ob dicuce. The inner he trans orms by his ſancti— 
fying ©PIRIT, —1n a word, he hath both pre- 
ſented us with a clear diſcevery of good things to come; 
and adminiſtered to us an abundant entrance into che 
nil cnjoyment of them. 

Whenever, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the cir- 
cling ſcatuns, and revolving day; let us adorc, thank- 
tully adore him, for the more precious appearance of 

the 
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the Sun of rightcouſmeſs, and his glorious goſpel, With» 
out which we ſhould have been groping, cven to this 
hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the thadow of death: 
without which we muſt have been bewildered in a 
maze of inextricable uncertainties ;” and have“ ſtum- 
« bled upon the dark mountains” of error, till we fell 
into the bottomleſs pit of perdition. 

Without that grand enlivening principle, what were 
this earth but a lifeleſs maſs? a rude lump of inactive 
matter ? The trees could never break forth into 
leaves, nor the plants ſpring up into flowers, We 
ſhould no more behold the meadows mantled over 
with green, nor the valleys fanding thick with corn. 
Or, to ſpeak in the beautiful language of a prophet, 
« No longer would the fig- tree bloſſom, nor fruit 
© be in the vine: the labour of the olive would fail, 
« and the ficlds could yicld no meat : the flocks muſt 
* be cut off from the fold, and there would be no 
« herd in the ſtalls.” This darts it beams among all 
the vegetable tribes; and paints the ſpring, and en- 
riches the autumn. 'This pierces to the roots of the 
vineyard, and the orchard ; and ſets afloat thoſe fer- 
menting juices, which at length burſt into floods of 
wine, or bend the boughs with a mellow load. —Nor 
are its favours conſined to the upper regions but di- 
{tributed even unto the deepeſt receſſes ot creation. It 
penetrates the beds of metals, and finds its way to 
the place of the ſapphires.” It tinctures the ſeeds of 
gold, that are ripening into ore; and throws a bril- 
liancy into the water of the diamond, that is harden» 
ing on its rock, In ſhort, the beneficial agency of 
this magnificent luminary is inexpreſſible. It beauti- 
ies and impregnates univerſal nature. There is no- 
« thing hid from the heat thereof.” 

Juſt in the fame manner were the rational world 
dead in treſpalſes and fins, without the reviving energy 
of Jesus CauIsT. © He is © the reſurrection and 
te the life.” The all- powerful cauſe of the one, and 


Hab. iii. 17, 


Vox. I. I overflowing - 
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overflowing fountain of the other. “ The ſecond 
% Adam is a quickening ſpirit,” and all his ſaints live 
through him. He ines upon their aft: ctions; and 
they at torth into heavenly graces, and abound in 
the fruits of righteouſneſs. Faith unfcigned, and love 
undiflembled, thoſe noble ſt productions of the renew- 
ed nature, are the effect of his operations on the 
mind. Not ſo much as one divine ditpoſition could 
ſpread itſelf, not one Chi iſtian habit unfold and flou- 
Fiſh, without the kindly influences of his grace. 


As there is no fruitſulnefs, fo likewiſe no chearſul- 
neſs *, without the ſun.— When that auſpicious 
ſovereign of the day, diffuſes the mildne/s of his morn» 
ing ſplendors, all creatures are enlivened by his pre- 
ſence, are gladdened with bis gifts, Millions of glit- 
tering inlets awake into exiſtence, and baſk in his 
rays. The birds ſtart from their ſlumbers, and pour 
their delighted ſouls in harmony, The flocks, with 
bleating accents, hail the welcome blefling. The herds, 
in lowing murm urs, expreſs their hoarſer acclamas 
mations. Ihe valleys ring with rural muſic : the hills 
echo back the artleis ſtrains. All that is vocal joins 
in the general choir : all that has breath cxults in the 
chearing influence W hercas, let that radiant orb be 
eclipſed only tor a few minutes, and all nature imme- 
diately aſſumes an air of /adne/s. I he heavens put on 
a kind of mourning. The moſt iprightly animals 
droop their wings, or hang down their CcjeEted heads, 
The ſongſters ot the grove are ſtruck dumb. The 
voice of joy ceaics. Howling beaſts roam abroad for 
prey: ominous birds come torth and fcreech ; the 
heart of man fails, and a chilling horror ſeizes the 
foreboding mind.— So, when CHRIST hides away his 
facc; when taith loſes fight of that Conſolatian of 
Jrael, Oh! how gloomy are the prof ects ot the ſoul! 


* ©. The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and produ- 
ces all the neceſlirics of lite, has a particular influence in cher= 
„ ix the mind ot man, and making the heart glad.” Spc. 
Vol. V. No 587. | 

Our 
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Our Gop ſeems to be a conſuming fire, and our fins 
cry loudly for vengeance. The thoughts bleed in- 
wardly; the Chriſtian walks heavily : all without is 
irkſome; all within is diſcoaſolate, —Lift up then, 
moſt gracious JESUS. thou ner day ſpring trom on 
high! O lift up the light of thy countenance upon thy 
people] Revral the fulne/s of thy mediatorial ſuffi- 
ciency 3 make clear our title to this great falvation ; 


and thereby 1mpart 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The foul's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart - felt joy. 
Pope. 


In one inſtan-2 more let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The ſun, I obſerve, ſhoots his beams every way, 
both backwards and forwards, to every point ia tae 
compaſs, as well as to every quarter under heaven, 
The eaſt reddens with his ring radiance; and the 
weſtern hills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendors. 
The chilly regions of the north are cheared by his ge- 
nial warmth, while the ſouthern tracks glow with his 
fire, Thus are the influenc's of the Sun of 
righteouſnels diffuſrve and unconfined. The genera- 
tions of old fcit them; and generations yet unborn 
will rejoice in them. 'The merits of his precious death 
extended to the fir/t, and will be propagated to the 
laſt, ages of mankind, May they, ere long, vi- 
fit the remoteſt climates, and darkeſt corners of the 
earth! Command thy. golpel, bleſſed JEsus, thy e- 
verlaſting goſpel, to take the wings of the morning, 
and travel with yonder fun, Let it fly upon ſtrong 
pinions among every people, nation, and language: 
that where the heats broils, and the cold freezes, thou 
mayſt be known, confeſſed, and adored: that ftran- 


gers to thy name, and enemies to thy doctrines, may 


be enlightened with the knowledge, and won to the 
love ot thy truth! Ol may that beſt of æras come; 
that wiſhed- for period advance; when © all the ends 


% of the world ſhall remember themſelves, and be 
I 2 
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© turned unto the LokRD; and all the kindreds of the 
c nations worſhip before him!“ 


FRgon the heavens we retire to the earth. — Here 
the drops of dew, like fo many liquid chryſtals *, 
ſparkle upon the eye. How brilliant and unſullied is 
their re! How little inferior to the proud ſtone 
that irradiates a monarch's crown ! They want no— 
thing but ſolidity and permanency, to equal them with 
the fineſt treaſures of the jeweller's caſket. But 
here, indeed, they are greatly deficient, ſhort-lived 
ornaments, poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary 
radiancy. The ſun, that lights them up, will ſoon ex- 
hale them, Within another hour w: may“ look for 
their place, and they ſhall be away.“ — Oh ! may 
every god reſolution of mine, and of my flock's, may 
our united breathings after GoÞ, not be like theſe 
tranſient decerations of the morning; but like the /ub- 
ftantial glories of the growing day! Theſe ſhine more 
and more with augmented ſplendors; while thoſe, having 
glittered gaily for a little while, diſappear, and are loſt. 

How ſenfibly has this dew reyreſbed the vegetable 
kingdoms! The fcrvent heat of yeſterday's fun had 
almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets of 
nature. But, what a /cvereign re//orative are theſe 
cocling diſtillations of the night! How they gladden 
and invigorate the languiſhing herbs! Sprinkled with 
theſe reviving drops, their verdure deepens; their 
bloom is new fluſhed; their tragrance, faint or 
intermitted, becomes potent and copious. So does 
the ever-blefled SPIRIT rTcvive the drooping 
troubled conſeience of a ſinner. When that al- 
mighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet influence on the 
ſoul; diſplays the all- ſufficient ſacrifice of a divine 
Redeemer; and“ witneſſes with our ſpirit,” that we 
are intereſted in the Savicur, and, by this means, are 
children of God; then what a pleaſing change enſues! 


Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th* ea ſtein clime 
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Former anxieties are remembered no more. Every 


uneaſy apprehenſion vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and 
delightful expectations, ſurceed. The countenance 
drops its dejected mien; the eyes brighten with a live- 
by chearfulneſs; while the %s expreſs the heart. felt 
ſatisfaction, in the language of thank giving, and the 
voice of melody.—In this ſenſe, mercitul Gop, be as 
the dew unto Iſrael ! „ Pour upon them the continual 
« dew of thy blefling.” And oh ! let not my fleece 
be dry, while heavenly benediction deſcends upon all 
around. | 


Wo can number theſe pearly drops? They hang: 
on every hedge; twinkle from every ſpray ;3 and 
adorn the whole herbage of the field. Not a blade of 
graſs, not a ſingle leaf, but wears theſe watery pen- 
dants. So vaſt is the profu/con, that it baffles the arith- 
metician's art. Here let the benevolent breaſt 
contemplate, with delight, that emphatical ſcripture z 
which deſcribes the increaſe of the Meſſiab's kingdom, 
from this elegant fimiliiude. The royal prophet, 
ſpeaking of CHRIST, and foretelling the tucceis of his 
religion, has this remarkable expreſſion *, The dew of 

thy 


* Pſal. cx. 3. IM 92 17. WIE DITA: | The moſt exact 
tranſlation of this athcult patiage is, 4 appicncud, as follows; Pre 
rere uteri aurire, fili ft res juuentutis tug. Ihe dew of thy birth is 
Larger, more copious, than the dew which proceeds from the womb 
ot the morning cannot arguicſee in the new verſion; becauſe 
that disjoins 1% womb of the morning, from The dew of thy birth; 
whereas they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and cloſe counection, 
The womb of the- morning is, with abundance of elegance, applied 
to the conception and production of dews ; agreeably to a delicate 
line, in that great maſter of juſt deſcription, and lively painting, 
Mr Thom/on ; 

The meek-'y'd morn appears, mother of dews. Summer. 


Jeb, 1 remember, hath a fine expieſſton, that may ſerve to confirm 
this remark, and illuſtrate the propricty of the phraſe uicd in this 
connection: Hath the rain a father, vi who hath begotten the drops. 
* of dew?” Itſcems the oriental writers delighted to c pic ſent the 
dew as a kind of birth, as the offspring of the moruing And if ſo, 
ſurely there could be no image in the whole compaſs ot the univerſe, 
better adapted to the Plalmill's „ or more ſtrongly ſignifi» 

„ c 
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thy birth is of the womb of the morning; (i. e.) As the 


morning is the mother of dews ; produces them, as it 
were, from a prolific womb; and ſcatters them with 
the moſt laviſh abundance, over all the ſurface of the 
earth: 


tant of thoſe multitudes of proſelytes which were © born, not of 
„ blood, nor of the will of the fle in. nor of the will of man, but of 
«© God;” by the powertu] enerpy of his word and Spirit, Upon 
tuis ſuppoſition, the whole verſe detctihes 
T he willing ſui jection, 
The gracious accomplifliments, | of Chriſt's converts, 
And the vait number, 
Q. d. In tbe dy of thy p:wwer, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall be pu- 
bliſhed in the world, and accompanied wth marvetlous efficacy --- 
en that memorable period, / people, di continuing the for er 
oblations, commanced under te Mic law; ſhall devote thorns 
ſelvcs, as ſo many living ſecrijcces, to thy honoutr. Not conſtrained 
by force, but ch-rmed with thy excelicucy, they ſhall come in vslu- 
teers to thy ſervice, and be freew?!!l-rferings ir: thy church Net- 
ther ſhall they be ** empty vincs, oc bare profeſiors; tut ſhall 
wa'k in all {be beauties ef bine, and bring torth ſuch amiable truit, 
as will adorn the doctrine they embrace. And, what is ſtill more 
dchirable, they ſhall be as rumerous as they are willing and ho y. 
Horn to thee in numbers, cven more immenſe and inconccivable, 
than the drops ot dew, which are Legotten by the night, and iſſue 
from the womb cf the recent morning. 
By this interpretation, tic text, I think, is cleared of its obſcuri - 
ty; and appears both truly ſubſime, and perteRly juſt. 

May I be pardencd the digrefſion, and acquitted trom preſumption, 
if, ou thñi occaſiihn, | take leave to animadvert upon what ſcems 
harſh and wwnatural in the common cxpofition of the laſt verſe of 
this pſaln ? All the commentators at leaſt, all that J have had op- 
po tunity to contult) infoim their readers, that to drink of the brock 
in the wsy, imifies 19 undergo ſufferings and death : which, in my opi- 
nion, is a conſtruction extiemely forced, awd hardly ſupportable ; 
alt gether remute trom the import of ſuch poetical torms of diction, 
viſual among the caſtcia nations, In thufe ſultry climes, nothing 
in the world could be more welcome to the traveller, than a brook 
fi:caming near his paths To quench his thirſt, and lave his feet 
in the covling currevt, was ove of the greateſt reficihments imagi- 
nablc, and reawmated him to purſue his journey. For which rea- 
ſou, among others, b-0.45 are a very tavourne image with the inſpi- 
red penu. en; uted to denote a fituation fertile and delightful, or a 
ſtate of pleaſwe and ja!irfertiong out never that I can xccollect, to 
Picture out the comrary con tion of tribulation and diſtrefs. 
Ih us ter- fad, indiced, in the ſacred writings, often repreſent 
ſome immin 1, d ng*., or grievous :fitiiom. But theu they are not 
— Drum, fo wm, that they keep within their 
Hauke, aud gliveguicily by the traveRer's foutiteps ; 10ctear, that they 
Are 
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earth: V ſhall thy ſeed be, O thou everlaſting Father! 


By the preaching of thy word, ſhall ſuch an innume- 
rable race of regenerate children be born unio THEE, 
and fill all lands. Millions, millious of willing converts, 
ſhall croud into thy family, and repleniſh thy church; 
"til they become like the ſtars of heaven, or the lands 
of the ſea, for multitude; or even as numberleſs as 
theſe fine angles, which now cover the face cf nature, 
—PBchold then, ye obftinately wicked, though you 
c are not gathered, yet will the Saviour be glorious.” 
His defign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prove 
abortive z though you render it of none effect, with 


are fit for the way-faring man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught; 

both which notions are plainly implied in the text.— hey are 1a» 
ther—'VYALTD boiſterous billows ; burſt og over a ſhip, or da ſh- 

ing themielves, with dreidiul impcetuotfiy, upon the thore; or 

— 570 eig inundutions; that drown the neighbouring 
county, and bear down all betore them. —Heſides, in theſe inſtances 
of horror, we never ind the word mw he thall drink ;*? 

which coaveys a pleafing idea, (vole, when it relates to a cup, 
filled with bitter, intoxicating, or 1npoiloned hquorsz a aſe quite 
different from that under conſideration}; but enher TY )—— 
which impurts terror and aſton ſbment, or clic —< JD and "J\Y— 
which ii,nmity to 1fh wpon; to overuhelm, and even to bury under 
the waves. | 

Upon the whole; may not the paſſuge more properly allude to the 

influences ot the Hey Get? which were communicated in unmeaſu- 
rable degrees, to our great High Prieſt, and were, in tact, the cauſe 
of his ſurmounting all diffi diss. Theie are frequently repre- 
ſented by w4ters z ** Whoto believeth un me, out of hi- belly ſhall 
* flow nvers of liv.ng ters. And the. enjoyment ef them is de- 
ſcribed by drinking ; * He that grink.th of the water that 1 ſhall 
« give him, ſhall never thirtt.” Then the ſenie may run in this 
well- con ccted and pet ſpicuous manner. If it be atked, How (hall 
the Redeeiner be able to execute the yarious and important offices, 
forctold in the preceding puts of the pſa} ? the prophet rephes, 
He ſha | armk of the brock in te, way He ſhall not be lett barely to his 
human nature, which muſt unavoidaviy fipk under the ttemendous 
work of recovering a Jolt world; but, thiovgh the whole gcoute of 
his incarnate itte. through the waole idoumitration of his media» 
torial kingdom, ſhall be ſopported with omuzporent ſuccours. He 
thai drink at the brook ot aimighty power, and travel on in the 
greatneſe of an uncreated ſtrength. Therefore ſbull be lift up bis bead: 


By this meins, ſhall he be equal to the prodigious talk, and ſuperior 
to all oppoſition. By this means Nizil he be thorzugh'y jucceſs/ut, in 
whatever hc undertakes ; and great'y triumphant over all his chemics. 
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regard to yourſelves. Think not that IMMANUEr, 
will want believers, or hcaven inhabitants, becauſc you 
continue incorrigible. No; the Lamb that was ſlain, x 
will ** fee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied ;” very 
in a never failing tcrics ot faithful people below, and 


b | YES # iſhe 
an iminenic choir of glorified faints above; who ſhall 2 1 
form his retinue, and ſurround his throne, in ſhining with 
and triumphant armies, ſuch as no man can number, ther 
; ; dra 

HERE, I was reminded of the various expedients 
| = turn 
which Providence, unfearchably wiſe, uſes to 7rutti- art 


Jy both the material and intellectual world, —Some. 
times, you {hail have impetuous and heavy ſbowers, P 
burſting trom the angry clouds. They lath the plains, 


and make the rivers toam. A ſtorm brings them, and 8 
a deluge tollows them. At other times, theſe gentle 50 
deus are formed iu the ſerene evening- ir: they ſtcal 5 
down by ſoft degrees, and with inſenſible ſtillneſs; ſo rie 
ſubtle, that they deceive the niceſt eye; ſo ſilont, that ſul 
they eſcape the molt delicate car. Yet, theſe very þ 
different operations, concur in the fame beneficial end; oh 
and impart fertility to the lap of nature. — do, ſome | 
have Ik Dow, reclaimed from the untruitful works of 7 


darkneis, by violent and ſevere means. The Almigh- 
ty addr: ſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he addreſſed the 
Hraeiites at Sinai, with lightning in his eyes, and 
thunder in his voice. The mind {mit with a ſenſe of 
guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal vengeance, trem- 
| bled through all her powers; juſt as that ſtrong 
mountain tottered to its centre. Pangs and agonies 
Preceded their new-birth. They travailed in pain, 
and were reduced to the ſoreſt extremities, before 
they found reſt to their ſouls. — Others have becn re- 
covered from a vain converſation, by methods more | 
mild aud attractive. Ihe Father ot ſpirits, applied | 
himſelt to their tender conſciences, in “ a ſtill and 

& {mall voice.” His grace came down, as the rain in- 

to a fleece of wool; or as theſe ſoftening drops that | 
now water the earth, Ihe kingdom ot Gop took | 
place in their hearts, without noiſe or oblervation. 
| They 
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They paſſed from death unto life, from a carnal to 


a regencrate ſtate, by almoſt imperceptible advances, 
The tranſition reſembled the growth of corn: was 
very vilible when effected; though ſcarce ſenſible 
while accompliſhing, O thou Author and Fi- 
niſher of our faith, recal us from our wanderings, 
and reunite us to thyſelf! Whether thou alarm us 
with thy terrors, or allure us with thy /miles : whes 
ther thou drive us with the ſcourges of conviction, or 
draw us with the cords of love: let us in any wiſe, re— 
turn to thee ; for thou art our tupreme good; thou 
art our only happineſs. . 


BEFORE proceed further, let me aſcend the terrace, 
and take one ſurvey of the neighbouring country.— 
O] what a proſp:<t ruſhes upon my hght; how vaſt! 
how various! how * full and plenteous with all man- 
« ner of ſtore!” Nature's whole wealth What a 
rich and inexhauſtible magazine is here; turniſhing 
ſubliſtence for every creature! Methinks, I read, in 
theic ſpacious volumes, a moit lively comment upon 
that noble cclebration of the divine beneficence; He 
epencth his band, and filleth all things lwing with plen- 


$-ouſneſs. 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 

Almighty } Thine this univertal frame, | 

Thus wondrous fair! Thy telt how wondrous then! 
, M1LTON. 


The felds are covered deep, and ſtand thick with 
corn. They expand the milky grain to the fun; in 
order to receive from his beams, a more firm con- 
ſiſtence, and a polden hue; that they may be quali- 
fied to fill the huſb1:dman's barns with plenty, and 
his heart with glauncis. 

Yonder lic the mead;ws, ſmoothed into a perfect 
I-vel; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt 
flowers; and loaded with * ſpontaneous crops of 

- ———— Inj. vireſcunt 
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herbage : which, converted into hay, will prove a moſt 
commodious proviſion for the barrenneſs of winter ; 
will ſupply with fodder our ſerviccable animals, when 
all the verdure of the plain is killed by troſts, or buried 
in ſrows.— A winding / ream glides along the flowery 
margin; and receives the image of the bending ſkies, 
and waters the roots of many a branching willow, 
It is ſtocked, no doubt, with varicty of 7/5; that af. 
ford a ſolitary diverſion to the angl-r, and nouriſh 
for his table a delicious treat, Nor is it the only me- 
Fit of this liquid element, to maintain the fiany nations; 
it alſo carries c/eanl/ine/s, and diſpenſes fruitſulneſ, 
where-ever it rolls the cryſtal current, 

The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, chequer 
the proſpect; and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for our 
caitle, There, © our cen are made ſtrong to labour; 
„ and our /heep bring forth thouſands, and ten thous 
& ſands,” [here the horſe acquires vigour, for the 
diipatch of our buſineſs; and ſpeed to expedite our 
j urneys. From thence, the kine bring home their 
udders diſtended with one of the richeſt and healthieſt 
liquors in the world, - 

On ſcveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome grand 
colonade, erects its towering head. Every one pro- 
jects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts; and creates a 
hoſpitable lodging for the birds, Every one ſtands 
ready, to furniſh timber for a palace; maſt for, a 
navy; or, with a more condeſcending courteſy, fuel 
for our hearths.— One of them ſeems ſkirted 
with a wild uncultivated heath ; which, like well-diſ- 
poſed ſhades in painting, throws an additional luſtre 
on the more ornamented parts of the landſkip. Nor 
is its uſ-tulneis, like that of a foil, relative only, but 
real. There, ſey-ral valuable creatures are produ- 
ced, and accommodated z without any expence or care 
of ours. there likewiſe ſpring abundance of thoſe 
herbs, which aſſuage the ſmart of our wounds, and 
allay the ficry tumults of the fever; which impart 
floridity to vur circulating fluids; add a more vigou- 
rous. 
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tous tone to our active ſolids; and thereby repair the 
decays of our enfeebled conſtitutions. 

N-arer the houſes, one perceives a ſpacious ſpread 
of branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more 
amiable for their annual ſervices. A little while ago, 
I beheld them; and all was one beaureous, boundleſs 
waſte of bloſſoms. The eye marvelled at the lovely 
fight; and the heart rejoiced, in the proſpect of 
autumnal plenty. But now, the blooming maid is re- 
ſigned, for the uſeful matron : the flower is fallen, and 
the fruit ſwelis out on every twig. Breathe ſoft, 
ye winds! Oh, ſpare the tender fruitage, ye ſurly 
blaſts! Let the pear- tree ſuckle ber juicy progeny; 
till they drop into our hands, and diſſolve in our 
mouths. Let the plum hang unmoleſted upon her 
boughs; till ſhe fatten her delicious fleſh, and cloud 
her poliſhed ikin with blue. And as tor the apples, 
that ſtaple commodity of our erchards, let no inju— 
rious ſhocks precipitate them immiturcly to the 
ground; till revolving ſuns have tinged them with a 
ruddy complexion, and conrocted them into an ex+ 
quiſite flivour. Then, what innumerable claſſes, of 
what burniſhed rinds, and what d.lighttul relithes, 
will repleniſh the ſtyre-room ] Home, to preſent us 
with an early entertainment, and retrcſh our palates 
amidſt the ſultry heats; ſome to borrow rip-encts 
from the falling ſnows, and carry autumn into the 
depths of winter; ſome to adorn the lajver, make a 
part of the defert, and give an agreeable “ clote to 
our feaſts: others to fill our vats with a foaming 
flood - which mellowed by «ge, may ſparkle in the 

laſs, with a livclineſs and delicacy, litile inferior to 
the blood of the grape. 

I obſerve leveral tmall incloſures, which ſeem to be 
apprchenſive of ſome hoſtile vit from the north; and 
therefore, are defended, ou that quarter, by a thick 
wood, or a lofty wall: at the lame tunic, they cultivate 
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an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth ; and 
throw open their whole dimenſions to its friendly 
warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing view z and proves to be an olitory, 
It looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal republic, 
W hatever may reſemble the pomp of courts. or the 
enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this humble com- 
munity, None of the productions of the kitchen-gar- 
den affect finery, but all are habited with perfect de- 
cency. Here, thoſe celebrated qualities are eminent- 
ly united, the utmoſt fimplicity with the exacteſt neat- 
neſs “. A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the whole 

round, into narrow beds, and intervening alleys, 
The ſame diſcreet management has afligned to each 
family, a proper and diſtinct abode. So that there is 
no confuſion, amidit a great multitude ; becauſe every 
individual is aſſociated with propriety, and all the 
tribes are ranged with regularity.—Bur, if it be plea- 
ſing to behold their orderly fituation, and their modeſt 
beauties; how delightful, to confider the advantages 
they ried ! What a fund of choice accommodations is 
here] What a fource of wholeſome dainties! and all, 
for the enjoyment of man. Why does the par/ly, 
with her frizzled locks, ſhagg the border; or why 
the celery, with her whitening arms, perforate the 
mould; but to render his ſoops ſavoury? The aſpa- 
ragus thoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the firſt- 
fruits of the ſeaſon; and the aftichcak ſpreads its tur- 
gid top, in order to give him a treat of vegetable mar- 
row. 'The tendrils of the + cucumber creep into the 
ſun; and, though baſking in its hotteſt rays, they 


* Simplex mun ditiis. Hor. 
T Virgil, wich great conciſeneſs, and equal propricty, deſcribes 
the cucumber, - 


Tortuſque per herlam 
Creſceret in venirem Cucumis 
Milton has (if we admit Dr Bentley's alteration, which is, I think, 
in this place, unqueſtionably juſt) almoſt trauſlated the Latin poet, 
Forth crept 
The ſwelling gourd | 
Georg. IV. Par, Loſt, B. VII. I. 320. 
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ſecrete for their maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, 
the moſt cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand 
firm, like files of embattled troops; the pea/e refit up- 
on their props, like fo many companies ot invalids 
while both repleniſh their pods with the fatneſs of the 


earth, on purpoſe to pour it out on their owner's 


table, Not one ſpecies, among all this variety of 
herbs, is a cumberer of the ground. Not a fingle 
plant, but is good for food, or ſome way ſalutary. 
And with fo beneficent an & onowmy, are the ſeveral 
periods of their miniſtration ſettled; that no portion 
of the year is left deſtitute of ſuch nourithing eſculents, 
as are beſt ivited to the temperature of the air, and the 
ſtate our bodies. O! why ſhould the per of fa 
valuable a ſpot, envy the condition of kings“? Since 
he may daily walk amidſt rows ot peaceable and obſe- 
quious ſubjects. Every one of which tenders him 
ſome agrecable preſent, and pays him a willing tribute. 
Such as is moſt excellently adapted, both to ſupply 
his wants, and to regale his taſte: to furniſh him, at 
once, with plenty and with pleaſure, 

At a diitance, one dcfcrics the mighty hills : they 
have their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
like the barriers of kingdoms, or the boundaries of 
nature. Bare and detormed as their ſur face may ap» 
pear, their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures 
treatures, lodged faſt in the guarries, or funk deep in 
the mines. From thence, induſtry may draw her im- 
plements; to plow the ſil, to reap the grain, and 
procure every neceſſary convenicnce, From thence, 
art may fetch her materials; to rear the dome, to 
ſwell the organ, and form the nobleſt ornameuts of 
politcr life. 

On another ſide, the great deep terminates the view. 
% There go the ſhips: there is that Lceviathan;” and 


Hic rarum tamen in Dumis Olus, ahague circum 
Lilia, Verbenaſque prem-ns, veſcumgue Papa ver, 
Re gum zquabat Opes nimis: jeraque revert:ns 
Nocte aamum, Dapibus Men) $ encruvalt inemptis. þ 
Vizg. Georg. IV. I. 130. 
VoL. I, K there, 
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there, in that world of waters, an inconceivable num. 


ber of animals have their habitation, This is the ca- 


pacious ciſtern of the univerſe; that admits, as into a 


receptacle; and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir; what 
ever waters the whole globe. There is not a fountain, 
that guſhes in the unfrequented defart; not a rivulet, 
that flows in the remoteſt continent; nor a cloud, 
that ſwims in the (higheſt regions of the firmament ; 
but is fed by this all-repleniſhing ſource. The o- 
cean is the grand vehicle of trade, and the uniter of 
diſtant nations: to us it is peculiarly kind, not only 
as it wafts into our ports, the harveſt of cvery climate; 
renders our iſland the centre of traffic; but alfo as it 
ſecures us from foreign invalions, by a ſort of impreg- 
nable entrenchment “. 

. Methicks, the view of this profuſe munificence in- 
ſpires a ſecret delight, and kindles a diſinteręſied good- 
ul. —— While the little hills clap their hands,” and 
the luxuriant “ valleys laugh and fing ;? who can 
forbear catching the general joy? who is not touched 
with livcly ſcntations of plcaſure ?— While the ever- 
1:iting Father, is ſcattering blefings through his whole 
f:mily, and crowning the year with his goodneſs; who 
does rot feel his breaſt overfluwing with a diffuſive 
benevolence ? My heart, 1 muſt confeſs, bears high 
with ſatis faction; and breathes out congratulatory wiſhes, 
upon all the tenants of theſe rural atodes; © Peace be 


* Whoſe ram att was the ſes, Nah. iii. 9. | 

I hope, this little ex:urſion into the country, will not be looked 
npou as a deprtture from my ſubject; becauſc a rural view, though 
no e!.cnti;] part of a garden, is yet neceflary to complete its 
boa As ufrfulneſs is the moſt valuable property, that can 
aitcuu any production; hig is the crcumſtance, chiefly touched up- 
C1 11 the turvey ot the landſkip. Though every picce of this cx- 
tei v and dive ſificd ſcenc, is caſt in the moſt elegant mould; yet 
LUhivg is Calculated merely tor ſhow and parade. You ice nothing 
is ,ormed in the ane, of the oficntatious obcl ſk, or inſigniticant 
ponip or the pyratind No ſuch idle exponces were admuted into 
ti, -t conium mate plan, wiikh icuictcd the ſhuture of the us 
Nivirile All the decorations of natuic ae no leſs a,. geous, than 
en. ich as ſpeosk the Make whaitcly Cenctecht, as weil as 
DCU arab lagu ut, ; 
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« within your walls, as well as plenteouſneſs around 


„ your dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured; live 


ſenſible of your benefits, and thankful to your bene - 
factor. Look round upon theſe prodigiouſly large 
incomes of the fruitful foil, and call them (tor you 
have free leave) all your on. Only let me remind 
you, of one very important truth. Let me ſuggeſt, 
and may you never forget; that you are obliged to 
CarisT JESUS, for every one of theſe accommoda— 
tions, which ſpring from the teeming earth, and ſmi- 
ling ſkies: For, 

1. Ctg1sT * made thera, when they were not.—He 
fetched them up from utter darkneis; and gave them 
both their being, and their beauty. He created the ma- 
terials of which they were compoſed; and moulded them 
into this endleſs multiplicity of amiable forms, and 
uſcful ſubſtances. He arrayed the heavens, wu“ a 
veſture of the mildeſt blue; and clothed the cart in 
a livery of the gayeſt green: his pencil ſtreaked, and 
his breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fray raut 


* When I aſcribe the work of creation to the SON, I in far, 
very far, fiom offering to exclude the etetn l FAT H“ & and 
ever-bleſſed SPIRIT, from the ſame houvur. The 14s ©hiſfe 
inconceivably glorious perſons are, like their eff: nie, un! ed in 
one. But I choole to ſtate the important pat nth manner, 
becauſe this is the maauifeſt dorine of the New Teſtin at; the 
expreſs belief of out church; and a moſt able peculiarity of the 
goſpel · revelation.— I chovle it alſo, becauſe 1 would tike every 
opportunity of inculcating, and celehrating, the divinity of the 
REDEEMER: a truth, that imparts an unutterable dignity to 
Chriſtianity ; a truth which lays a melt immoveable foundation, tor 
all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian: a truth, which will ren— 
der the myſtery of our redemption, the wonder and delight of eter- 
nity; and with thi; truth, every one will obſerve, my atlertion 18 
inteparably connected. 

If any one queſtions, whether this be the doctrine of our churcly; 
let the Creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn devotions, deter- 
mine his doubt: I believe,” fay: that form of ſound words, „ in 
© one LORD JESUS CHRIST, very GOD of very 
* GOD, by whim oll things were made.” lt it be farther inquired, 
from wheace the Nicene tathers derived this article of their faith ? 
I anſwer, from the writings of the beloved diſciple, who lay on 
the Saviour's boſom; and of that great Apoſtle, who was caught up 
into the third heaveu, John i. 3. Col. i. 16. 
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in the univerſe. His ſtrength ſet faſt the mountains; 
his goodneſs garniſhed the vales; and the ſame touch 
that healed the per, wrought the whole viſible em 
into this complete perfection. 

2. CHRIST recovered them when they were for- 
feited. By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the com- 
forts of lite, and fruits of the ground: his diſobedi- 
ence was the moſt impious and horrid trea/on againſt 
the KING of kings. Conſequently, his whole patri- 
mony became confiſcated ; as well the portion of tem- 
poral good things, ſettled upon the human race du» 
ring their minority ;3 as that everlaſting heritage reſer- 
ved for their enjoyment, when they ſhould come to 
full age. But the © feed of the woman,” inſtantly 
interpeting, took off the attainder, and redeemed the 
alienated Inheritance. The firſt Adam being diſin— 
herited, the ſecond Adam * was appointed heir of all 
things, viſible as well as inviſible: and we hold our 
pollci{lion of the one; we expect an inſtatement in the 
other, purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and 
Our union with him, 

2. ChRIST holds them, which would otherwiſe 
tumble into ruin. V him, ſays the oracle of inſpira- 
tion, all things confi T. His finger rolls the ſeaſons 

round, 


+ Heb. i 2.—In this ſenſe, at leaſt, CHRIST is the Savieur of all 


men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of the earth; 
food to cat, and raiment to put on ;—all ihcſe he purchaſed, even 
for his irreclaimable enemits. Thy eat of his bread, who lift up 
their heel againſt him. 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing light the 
Chriſtian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen. Heathens might 
diſcover an eternal power, and infinite wiſdom) in the ſtructure of 
the univerſe : Heathens might acknowledge a maſt ſtupendous libe- 
rality in the unreferved grant of the whole fabric, with all its furs 
niture, to the ſervice of man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep 
in mind his forfeiture of them, and the p ice paid to redeem them. 
He thould receive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the JVraclites 
received the law, from the hand of a Mediator: or rather, to him 
they ſhould come, not only iſſuing trom the ſtores of an unbounded 
bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that. crimſon tide, which 
ſtreamed from IM MANUELS's veins. 

+ Col. i. 17. I beg leave to fubjoin St Ch y/o//on''s pertinent and 
beautiful note upon the paſſage; by which it will appear, that the 

| ſentiment. 
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round, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolutions. 

His finger winds up the wheels, and impels every 

ſpring, of vegetative nature. In a word, the whole 

weight of the creation reſts upon his mighty arm; and 

receives the whole harmony of its motions, from his 
unerring eye. This habitable globe, with all its rich 
appendages, and fine machinery, could no more con- 
tinue, than they could create themſclves. Start they 
would into inſtant confuſion ; or drop into their primi- 
tive nothing: did not his power ſupport, and his wiſe 
dom regulate them every moment. In conformity to 
his will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their 
orders; and wait only for his fovercign nod, to. © fall 
& away like water that runneth apace.” 

4. CHRIST“ afuates them, which would other- 
wiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant. Peuſioners they are, 
conſtant penfioners, on his bounty, and borrow their 
all from his fulneſs. He only has life ; and whatever 
operates, operates by an emanation from his all-ſutf} 
ciency. Docs the grape refreſh you with its enliven- 
ing juices? It is by a warrant received, and virtue 
derived from the Redeemer, Does bread ſtrengthen 
your heart, and prove the ſtaff of your life? Remem- 
ber, that it is by the Saviour's appointment, and 
through the efficacy of his opzrations. You are 
charmed with his melody, when the © time of ſinging 
&« of birds is come, and the voice of the nightingale 
& is heard in your land.” You taſte his goodneis in 
the luſcious fig, the melting peach, and the muſky 
flavour of the apricot. You 1meil his ſweetneſs in the 


ſentiment of theſe ſections is not merely a private opinion, but the 
avowed belief of the primitive church. 1/454, lays the eloquent 
father, eic aulov xgewalas n T, ung 7 & Morey e, avia ta 
Ts fnovicc tis 7 ac PAgnyAytl, har Ah , uva Se. 
K, , amoagTras 3 y TH, XUTE ο f A: KA dite bA gra. 

* John v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work; i e. Il exert. 
that uniemitting aud u..wearied energy, Wiich 1s the life of the- 
ereation.— T hus the words are paraphiatcd by 4 malterly expolitor, . 
who has illuſtrated the lite of our bleiicd Lo Rb, in the ic oft elegant 
taſte of criticiſm ; with the moſt amiable ſpirit of devotion; and 
without any mixture of the malignant Icaven, or low iugularitics of. 


a. party. Sce the Family Expoſitor, vol I. 16G. 47. 
K 3, opening; 
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opening honey ſuckle, and every odoriferous ſhrub, 
Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they would, 
doubtleſs, difclaim all ſufficiency of their own, and 
aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker. We 
are ſervants,” would they ſay, of him who died 
&« for you. Ciferns only, dry ciſterns in ourſelves, 
e we tran/mit to mortals no more than the uncreated 
«& Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not, that from 
« any ability of our own. we ſurniſh you with afliſt- 
& ance, or adminiſter to your comfort. It is the 
« divine energy, the divine energy alone, that 
« works in us, and does you good. - We ſerve you, 
« O ye ſons of men, that you may {ve him, who 
placed us in thele ſtations, O! love the Logy, 
«& therefore all ye who are ſupported by our miniſtry 
« or elſe we ſhall “ groan with indignation, and re- 
& gret at your abuſe of our ſervices. Uſe us, and 
welcome; for we are yours, if ye are CHRIST's. 
« Crop our choiceſt beautics ; rifle all our treaſures ; 
« accommocate yourſelves with our moſt. valuable 
« qualities; only let us be incentives to gratitude, and 
* motives to obedience,” 


HaviXxG gazed the ſpacious iy, and ſent a glance 
round the infertir creation; it is time to deſcend from 
this eminence, and conline my attention to the beau» 
tiful ſpot below. Here, nature, always pleaſing, every» 


where lovely, appears with peculizr attractions. Y ons 


der ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her deſhabille ; grand, but ir- 
regular. Here the calls in her hand-maid art; and 
ſhines in all the delicate ornaments that the niceſt cul» 
tivation can convey. Thy/e are her common apartments, 
where the lodges her ordinary gueſts ; this is her cabi- 


net of curieſities, where ſhe entertains her intimate ac- 


QUAINtance., My eye ſhall often expatiate over 
thole ſcenes of univerlal fertility : my feet ſhall ſome- 
times bruſh through the thicket, or traverſe the lawa, 
or ſtroll along the foreit-glade : but to this delightful 
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retreat ſhall be my chief reſort. Thither will I maze 
excurſions, but here will I dwell, 


Ir, from my low procedure, I may form an allu- 
on to the moſt exalted practices, I would oblerve, 
upon this occaſion, 'That the celebrated Eraſmus, and 
our judicious Locke, having trode the circle of the 


| ſciences, and ranged through the whole extent of Hu- 


man literature, at length betook themitives ſolely to 
the Bible. Leaving the ſages of antiquity, they fat 
inceflantly at the feet of Jesus. Witely they withdrew 
from that immenſe multiplicity of learning z from 
thoſe endleſs tracks of amviicg erudition z where 
noxious weeds are mixed wich wholelome herbs: 
where is generally a much larger growth of prickly 
ſhrubs, than of fruitful boughs. They ſpent their 
moſt mature hours in thoſc hallowed gardens which 
Gop's own wiidom planted, which God's own Spirit 
watercth, and in which Gop's own Son is continually 
walking: where he meeteth thoſe that ſeek him, and 
revealeth to them the glorics of his perſon, and the 
riches of his goodneſs. 

Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! 
Having had a Za/le-of the politer ſtudies, I would de- 
vote my future application to the lively cracles. From 
other purſuits one may glean ſome tragments of ſpe- 
cious inflruction : from this 1 truſt to reap a harveſt 
of the ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt improvements, 
and the pureſt joys “. Waft me then, O!] waft my 
mind to Sig's conſecrated bowers. Let my thoughts 
perpetually rove through the awtully pleating walks 
of inſpiration. Here grow thoſe heaven-born plants 
the trees of /ife and knowledge ; whole ambrofial fruits 
we now may ** take and cat, and live for ever.” Here 
flow thoſe precious ſtreams ot grace and rig htecuſneſs: 
whoſe living waters“ wholoever di inks ſhall thirſt no 
« more.” And what can the fables of Grecian ſong, 
or the fineſt pages of Roman cloquence— what can 


* Quicquid doretur, veritas; quicquid precipitur, bouitas ; quicguid pro- 
miltitu, ſeicttass 
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REFLECTIONS ON A 
my exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe match. 
eſs prerogatives of revelation ! — Therefore, thous] 
I ſhould not diſlike to pay a vit now and then <p 
Heathen maſters, I would live with the prophets and 
ape/tles. With the one I would carry on ſome occa- 
ſional corretpondence : but the others ſhould be my 
boſom-friends; my inſeparable companions z * my 

« delight, and my counſellors,” 


116 


WHaT fweets are theſe that ſo agreeably ſa 
noſtrils! They are the breath of — A _ i 
cenſe of the garden. How liberally does the jeſſa- 
mine diſpenſe her odoriferous riches! How deliciouſly 
has the woodbine embalmed this morning-walk ? The 
air is all perfume. — And is not this another moſt 
engaging argument, to forſake the bed of /oth ? Who 
would he diſſolved in ſenſeleſs lumbers ; while ſo ma- 
ny breathing ſweets invite him to a feaſt of fragrancy ? 
Eſpecially conſidering, that the advancing day will ex- 
hale the volatile dainties. A. fugitive treat they are 
prepared only for the wakeful and induſtrious : 
whereas, when the fluggard lifts his heavy eyes, the 
flowers will droop; their fine ſcents be diſſipated; 
and inſtead of this refreſhing humidity, the air will 
become a kind of liquid fire. | 

Wich this very metive, heightened by a repreſenta- 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning ſcenary 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort. 
There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and fo much life 
in the deſcription, of theſe rural images; that I can- 


not excuſe myſelf, without repeating the whole paſ-. 


ſage. Whiſper it, ſome fricndly genius, in the ear 


of every one, that is now ſunk in ſlcep, and loſt to 


all theſe noble gratifications! 


Awake: the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 

Calls you: ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tended plants, how blows the citron grove z- | 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 
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How nature paints her colours; how the bee 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets “. 


How delightful is this fragrance ! It is diſtributed in 
the nĩceſt proportion; neither to ſtrong as to opprels the 
organs, nor ſo faint as to elude them. —We often fit 
cloyed and {ated at a ſumptuous banquet; but this plea- 
ſure never loſes its poignancy, never palls the apputite,— 
Here luxury itfclt is innocent and refined; or rather, 
in this caſe, indulgence is incapable of excels. —This 
balmy entertainment not only regales the /en/e, but + 
chears the very /2ul; and, inſtead of clogging, elates 
its powers. It puts me in mind of that ever-memo- 
rable ſacrifice, which was once made in behalf of of- 
fending mortals. I mean the f/acrifice of the bleſſed 


Jesus: when he offered up bimſelf to Gob, “for a 


« ſweet - ſmelling favour.” For ſuch the Holy Spirit 
ſtiles that wonderful oblation: as if no image, in the 
whole ſenfible creation, was ſo proper to give us an 
idea of the in able ſatisſactian, which the Father of 
mercies conccived, from that unparallelled arone- 
ment; as the pleaſing ſenſatians, which ſuch rich per- 
fumes are capable of raiting. “ Thouſands of rams, 
« and ten thouſand of rivers of oil,” from an apoſtate 
world; the moſt ſubmiſſive acknowledgments, added 
to the moſt coſtly offerings, from men of defiled 
hands, and unclean lips; what could they have ef- 
fected? A prophet introduces the“ high and loſty 
« One, that inhabiteth eternity,” turning himſelf a- 
way irom fuch filthy rags; turning himſelf away 
with a diidainful abhorrence t, as from the nots 
ſome ſtzams of a dung-hill, - But in CHRIS T's imma. 
culate holineſs; in CHRIST's conſummate obedience; 
in CakrisT's moſt precious blood-ſhedding; ON with 
what unimaginable comptacency does juſtice reſt ſa- 
tistied, and vengeance acquieſce I- All thy works, O 
thou Surety for ruined fianers! all thy ſufferings, O 
thou /laughtered Lamb of Gob ! as well as ail thy 

* Mal. Par Loſt, BY. L 20. 

+ Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart, Prov. xxvil. 9. 

1 Aud v. 21. 23, | 
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garments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church! * ynelr 
ef myrrh, aloes, and cafſia! They are infinitely more 
Ae to the eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt ex. 

alations of the garden, than all the odours of the 
ipicy eaſt, can be to the human noſtrils, 


As the altar of old ſanctified the gift, fo this is the 
great propitiation, which recommends the ebnoxicus 
perſons, and unprofitable ſervices, of the believin 
world. In %ige may my ſoul be intereſted! By this 
may it be reconciled to the Father I There is ſuch a 
leprous depravity cleaving to my nature as pollutes 
whatever I perform. My moſt profound adorations, 
and fincereit acts of religion, muft not preſume to 
challenge a reward, but humbly implore forgivencls 4: 
renouncing, therefore, myſelf in every inſtance of 
duty; diſclaiming all ſhadow of confidence ꝗ in any 
deeds of my own; may I, now and evermore, be ac» 
cepted through the Belgued ! 


WRHAT colours, what charming colours, are here 
Theſe! fo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo delicately languid. 
What a glow, is enkindled in ſome! What a gloſs, 


* Pſal. xlv. 9. 

t A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority bas addreſſes the great 
obſerver of actions, and ſearcher of hearts; and vindicates my ſen- 
timents, while he ſo juſtly and beautifully uttets his own; 

Look down, great G ON, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 

On a poor bieathipg particle in duſt. 

His crimes forgive; forgive his virtues too, 

Thoſe ſmaller f .ults, buff converts to the tight. Night Thoughts, No IX. 


+ Sce page 44. and 45. in the ſecond edition of a moſt candid and 
evangelical little treatiſe, called, CHRISTIANITY the great 
ORNAMENT of human life. If Chriſtians happily 
* avoid the dingerous extreme, and too often frral rock of a dead 
% fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he [i. e. Sat nj will endeavour, by 
% all kind of plauſible inſinuations, to ſplit them on the oppohic, 
4% vz. ſpiritual pride, oſtentation, and dependence on th. ir works, as 
„if I HES E were the meritorious, or procuring cauſe of all true 
© peace, hope, conſolation, and divine acceptance. Now this 
% ſe j-dependence may be ranked among the m darger ous of the in- 
© fernal politics, becauſe the fatal poiſon lies deep, and too often 
© wndiſcerncd,”? | 
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fines upon others ! In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby, 
with her bleeding radiance ; in another, the ſapphire, 
with her ſky-tinctured blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite 
richneſs of dyes, as no other fet of paintings in the u- 
niverſe can boaſt “. With what a maſterly ill, is every 
one of the varying tints di/ps/ed! Here they ſeem to 
be thrown on with an ea da/h, of ſecurity and free- 
dom; there they are adjuſted by the nice/t touches of 
art and accuracy. 'Thoſe, which form the ground, 
are always ſo judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the 
luſtre of the ſuperadded figures; while the verdure 
of the impalement, or the ſhadowings of the foliage, 
impart new livelineſs to the whole. Indeed; whether 
they are blended or arranged; ſoftened or contraſted 
they are manifeſtly under the conduct of a taſte, that 
never miſt-kes; a felicity, that never falls ſhort of the 
very perfection of elegance.— How inimitably fine is 
the texture of the web, on which theſe ſhining trea- 
ſures are diſplayed ! What are the labours of the Perſian 
looms, or the boaſted commodities of Bruſſels, com- 
pared with theſe curious manufactories of nature? 
Compared with theſe, the moſt admired chinttes 
would loſe their reputation; even ſuperfine cambrics, 
appear coarſe as canvas in their preſence. 


War a charming argument does our Saviour de- 
rive from hence, to ſtrengthen our affirnce in Gop! 
He directs us to learn a leſſon of heaven- depending 
faith, from every bird that wings the air; and from 
every flower that bloſſoms in the field. If Providence, 
with unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior erca— 
tures; and arrays theſe inſenſible beings, with fo 
much ſplendor; ſurcly he will in no wife with. hold 
from his cl<& children, “ bread to eat, and raiment 


- Who can paint 

Like na:wwre ? Can imagination boaſt, 

Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe ? 

And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately fine, 

And loſe them in each other, as appears 


Ja ev'ry Lud that blows Thomſoi's Spring, 
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te to put on. —O ye faithful followers of the Lamb, 
di'nmiſs every low anxiety, relating to the needtul a- 
ftenanre of life. He that feeds the ravens from an in- 
exhau ſibie magaziue; he that paints the plants with 
ſuch turp+fling elegance; in ſhort, he that provides 
„ tiberally, both for the animal and vegetable parts 
of his creation; will not, cannot, negl-& his own 
p ple. Fear not little flock, ye peculiar obj: Als of 
almig ty love ! it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
yu a kingdem *. Ard, if he treely gc you an ever- 
laſting king dim hereafter; he will certainly allow you 
all necrf/ary conveniencies here. 

On. cavnot for be ar rfl: ting, in this place, on the 
too prevailing humour, of being fond and offentatious 
of dreſs t: what au abj-ct and miltaken ambition is 


this! 

* Luke zii. 32. 

+ Mr Adi/on has a fine remark ona female warr'or celebrated by 
Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other great qualities, this 
litile foible mingled itfelf Becauſe, as the poet relates, an intempes 
rate tondneſs tor a rich and fplendid ſuit of armour, betrayed her 
into ruin. In this circumſtance, our critic diſcovers a M conceals 
ed; this he admires as a neat, though ublique ſctite, on that trifling 
paſſion. Spe ct. Vol, I. No 15. 

1 would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is not 2 
beauty of the /ame kind, but touched with a more miaſterly hard, in 
the ſong of Leborabh,—Speikipg of Sifer.*> mother, the 1:acred evecha» 
riſtic ode repreſents Jer as anticipating in het ond fancy, the victor y 
of her ſon; and indulging the following tubloquy,— Hive they nt 
ſped ? have they not d vided the prey? to Siſera @ preyof divers colon s; 4 
prey of divers colours of needle-w-rk of divers colcurs of needle work on both 
ſides; meet for the necks of them that t. ke th: piu She takes no notice 
ot the ſignal ſervice he would do his countiy by quelling ſo dan- 
getous an inſurrection : never once reflects on the preſent acclama- 
tions, the fete advancements, and the etern 4 proife, which are the 
uſual acknowledgment> ot an iliuſtrious corqueior's merit. She 
can conceiie nothing greater than to be cd iti an embroidered v eſtuic; 
and to trail along tle ground a re of the richeſt dycs. This is, in 

ber imagination, the not no! le ipon he can Wu, the moſt dif in- 
guiſhing trophy he can cet — It is alto bſerv. ble, how the 
dwe.ls upon the t:1vial encum ſtance 3 reiterating tegen and ag, 
Tt has ſo charmed her ignobie heart ;, ſo entir- ly ergroficd her lit le 
views ; that ſhe can bin ot nothing elle, /peuk of nothing elite; and 
can hardly ever deft from the darling topic Is not this a Len, 
though d:licately ceuched cenſure, on that poor, contenu pile, g: ov: |- 
ling taſte ; which is enamcoured with ſilken fincry, and makes the 41. 
tributes of a butterfly the id ot its aſlections ? 
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this! How unworthy the dignity of immorta), and the 
wiſdom of rational beings ! Eipecially, ſince theſe little 
productions of the earth have inditſpusably the pre- 
eminence in ſuch outward embelliſhments. —Go z 
clothe thyſelf with purple and ſine linen; trick thytclF 
up in all the gay attire, which the ſhuttle or the nec dle 
can furniſh; yet know, to the mortification of thy vi- 
nity, that the native elegance of a common daily “, 
ecliples all this elaborate finery.—Nay, wert thou 
decked like ſome illuſtrious princeſs, on her coronation- 
day, in all the ſplendor of royal apparel; couloſt thou 
equal even Solgwen, in the height of his magnificence 
and glory; yet wouid th: mean: ſt among the #;wery 
populace outthine thee : every diſcerning y, wiuld 
give the preference to theſe bèesuties of the f ground. 
corn then to borrow thy recommendations, from 
a neat diſpolitioa of threads, and a curious arranye- 
ment of colours. Aſſume a becoming greatneſs of 
temper : let thy endowments b- of the immortal kind: 
ſtudy to be all glorizus within ; be clothed with humi- 
lity : wear the ornam. ut of a meck and quiet ſpirit t. 
To fay all ina word, Put on the Load JesUs CHRIST: 
Ict his þ/44d be Iprinkicd upon thy conſcience, and it 


How peculiarly conſpicuous is the clevated and magnificent f. irit 
of that veoerabic mother in T/ruel; wich viewed in com parifon with 
the low and ile turn ot he Ganauitſh Lid) : Such ſtrong and 
beiutitul contrajts are, 1 think, ſome ot the moſt (tiiking excellencies 
of pretic priniti. ; and in no bock are they more trequent'y uicd, 
Or cxpiciicd with greater life, than in the /ucred vulumes Ot In. pications 

* Peaceful and lowly ia their uative foil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toll 
Yet with coufeſe'd magaili. ence deride 
Our mean atire, and impotence of piide, Prior. 

+ Mr Ccw/cy, with his uſual britliancy of imagination, ſtiles 
them St rs of earth. 

| How beautifully does the prophet deſcribe the furniture of a 
renewed and heaveuly ind; under the fimilitude of a rich and com- 

lete uit Of ape, 1 will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my ſoul ſ».!l 
be joyful in my GOD; for be hath clothed nie with the garments of fal- 
vation ; be hath covered me with the robe of righteouſeſs. as a bridegroom 
decketh him/clf with arnaments, aud as a brids adarietk herſelf with ber 
jewels, II. I i. 10. 

Rom. x11 14. 


VoL. I. J mall 
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ſhall be whiter than the virgin-ſnows : let his righte- 
euſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner man; and 
thou ſhalt be amiable, even in the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
eye of Gop, Let his bleſſed / irit dwell in thy heart; 
and, under his fanifying operations, thou ſhalt be 
made partaker of a divine nature, 

Theſe are real excellencies ; truly noble accompliſh- 
ments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be beautificd : 
and thou wilt not find a rival in the feathers of a pea- 
cock, or the foliation of a tulip. - Theſe will exalt 
thee, far above the /&w pretenſions of lace and em- 
broidery, Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the bea- 
tic preſence, and to take thy ſeat among the angels 
of light. 


War an inchanting Vtuatien is this! One can 
ſcarce be melancholy within the atnyp here of flowers: 
ſuch lively hues, and delicious odours, not only ad- 
dreſs themſelves agreeably to the ſenſes; but touch, 
with ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſweeteſt movements of 
the mind: 


| To the heart inſpiring 
Vernal * dclight and joy. 


NI LT. B. IV. 


How often have I felt them iV pate the gloam of 
thought, and trans fuſe a ſudden gaicty through the de- 
je cted ſpirit! 1 cannot wonder, that kings deſcend 
from their thrones, to walk amidſt blorming ivory and 
geld; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous teaſt, to be 


* r would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZE this 
„ natural pleaſure of the ſoul, and to improve this vernal delrp bt, as 
Milton calls it, into a Chrijiian virtue, When we find ourtelves 
«© inſpired with this plcafing inſlinct, this ſecret ſatisfaction aud 
* complacency, arifing from the beauties of the creation, let us 
4% conſider, to whom we ſtand indebted for all theſe entertainments 
% of tenſe; and why it ie, that thus opens his hand, and fills the 
* world wi h good, — Such an habitual diſpoſition of mind cor ſes 
& crates every field and vod; turns an ordinary Walk into a morn-⸗ 
„ing er eveneng facritice; and will improve thoſe tranſient gleams, 
** which naturally brighicn ip and ieneſli the ſoul on ſuch occaſions, 
into an inviolable and perpetual fats ot bliſs and happineſs.” 
Spec. Vol. V. No 394. 
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recreated with the more refined ſweets of the garden. 
I cannot wonder, that queens forego, for a while, the 
compliments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the 
parterre z or withdraw from all the glitter of a court, 
to be atten led with the much more ſplendid equipage 
of a bed of flowers, — But if this bz to pleating, what 
tranſporting pleature mult ariſe from the fruition of 
pacreated exceilency! O, what unknown delight, to 
enter into thy im nediate preſence, moſt oled Lok p 
Gop! To fee three“, thou King of heaven, and 
Loxp of. glory, no longer © through a plats darkly, 
© but face to face!” To have all thy goudnels, all 
thy greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad for 


ever with the brighteſt diicovery of thy pertections, 


with the ineffable joy of tuy countenance | 

This we cannot bear in our prelent imperfect ſtate, 
The efulgence of unvailed divinity would dazzie a 
mortal ſight, Our ecble faculties would be over- 
wheimed with ſuch a ſulne/s of tuperabundart bis ; 
and muſt lie oppreed under ſuch ** an exceeding 
« preat, eternal weight of glory.” But, © when t! is 
© corruptible hath put on incorrupt:on,” the powers 
of the toul will be all invigorated; and theſe earthly ta- 
bernacles, transformed into a likenels with CyrisT's 
« plorious body.” Then, though + the moon 
« {ſhall be contounded, and the tun athame !,? 
when the Lok of hoſts is revealed from hea— 
ven; yet ſhall his taithtul people be enabled to /ee 
him as he is }. | 

Here then, my wiſhes, here be fix:d : be /ig your 


* T/.iab repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the everlaſting 
world, by this elegant and amiable image; Thine eyes ſhail ſee the 
King in bis ben.. Milton touches the fame ſubject with ſut- 
pri iſing clevation and majeſty uf thought: they 


walk with G OD, 
High in al vation, and the climes of IN,. 


words which, like the fiery car, almoſt tranſport our aſſections to 
tkole glorious manſions. 
If. xxxiil. 17. Milt. B. XI. v. 707. 
+ I xxXiv. 23. t 1 John iii. 2. 
L 2 determined 
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determined and invariable aim: here give a looſe to 
your whole ardour : cry out, all that is within me, in 
the language of inſpiration, This one thing have J df 
red of the Loxp, which, with inceſſant earneſtneſs, J 
will require: that I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe :f 
the Lok p, all the days of my future Ie; to bchol the 
Fair beauty of the Lon D*, and to contemplate, with 
wonder and adoration, —with unipzakabl- and ever. 
laſting rapture—all the attributes of the incomprchen- 
ble Codhcead. 


SOLIMON, a moſt penetrating judge of human 
nature, knowing how m uch mankind is charmed with 
the fine qualitics of flowers, has figured out the bl: 
ed Jesus, that © faircſt among ten thouſand,” by 
thele lovely repreſentatives, He ſtiles Hi, + The 
refe of Sharon; and, The lily of the valleys ; like the 
one, full of deliphts, and communicabic graces like 
the other, exalted in majaſty, and complete in beauty. 
In that facred paſtoral he ranges the creation, borrows 
its molt finiſhed forms, and dips his pencil in its 
choiceſt dyes, to preſent us with a ſketch of the 
amiableneis of his perſon : his amiableneſs, who is the 
light of the world; the glory of his church; the only 
hope, the ſovercign contolation of finners; and high, 
infinitely high, not only above the nobleſt compari- 
ſon, but even © above all bleſſing and praiſe.“ 


® Pal. xIVii. 4. + Cant. ii. 1. 


Malus ut arborihas decori eſt, ut vitibus uvæ, 
Utque roſa campis, ut lilia vallilus alba, 
$i: Chriſtus decus omne ſuis, —— 


} By the lily of the valley;, 1 apprehend, is meant, not the flower 
which commonly paſſes under that denomination, and is compara- 
tively mean; but the grand, majeſtic, gaiden-lily; growing in a 
rich 1:71gyous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, 
and arrives at the higheſt perfe&tion. The circumſtance of the val- 
leys, added by the ſacred w:iter, is fignificant, not of the ſpecies, but 
of the place. — This is by far the nobleſt interpretation, and moſt 
exactly ſuitable to the ſpititual ſenſe; which intimates, That the 
blefſed JESUS delights to dwell, the communications of his 


Spirit, iu h.mblc hearts —[QVaAyT. 
| 925 May 
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May I alſo make the ſame heavenly uſe of all ſubluna. 
ry enjoyments! Whatever is pleaſurable, or charms 
ing below ; let it raiſe my deſire to thoſe ſublime de- 
lights which are abv : which will yield, not partial, 
but perfect felicity; not tranſient, but never-ending 


ſatisfaction and joy. —Yes, my ſoul, let theſe beauties: 


in miniature always remind thee of that glorious per- 
ſon, in whom * dwells all the fulne/s of the Zadhead 
« bodily.” Let theſe little emanations teach thee to 
thirſt after the eternal Fountain: O] may the crea» 


tures be thy conſtant clue to the Creator! For this is. 


a certain truth, worthy thy moſt frequent recollec- 
tion, and attentive conſileration, That the whole com» 
paſs of finite perfection, is only a faint ray *, ſhot from 


that immenſe Source; is only a {mall drop, derived. 


from that incxhauitible Ocean of all good. 


War a ſurprifing variety is obſervable among 


the flowery tribes! How has the bountiful hand of 


Providence diverfified thele niceſt pieces of his works» 
manſhip! added the charms of an endlels novelty to 
all their other perfections !—Becaule, a conitant uni- 


formity would ſoon render the entertainment tiretome, 


or inſipid; therefore, every ſpecics exaibits fonething 
entirely new. Te faihion ſpreads not from family to 
family ; but every one has a mode of its own, whica is 
truly original. The moſt curtory glance perceives an 


apparent difference, as well as a peculiar delicacy, in. 


the airs and habits, the attitude and /ineaments ot e- 
very diſtinét clats., 


Some rcar their heads with a majeſtic mein; and 
overlovk, lik ſovereipns or nobles, tac whole parterre.. 


Others jſcem more moderate ia their aims, and ad- 


vance only to the middle ſtations; a genius turned. 
for heraidry would term them, Luc gentry of the bor- 


* —} Thou fitt'ſt above all heav'ns, 

To u, 1aviiitie, or dimly ſeen 

In thete thy owe work,; yet theſe declare 

Thy. govdac.. be, ond thougut, and pc w's divine. 
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der. While others, free from all aſpiring views, creep 
unambitiouſly on the ground, and look like the come 
monalty of the kind. Some are interſi ted with cle» 
gant trips, or ſtudded with radiant ſpcts. Some af- 
fect to be genteelly powdered, or neatly fringed ; while 
others are plain in their aſpect, unaffected in their 
dreſs, and content to pleaſe with a naked ſimplicity, 
Some aſſume the monarch's purple; ſome look moſt 
becoming in the virgin's white; but black, doletul 
black, has no admittance into the wardrobe of the 
ſpring. The wecds of mourning would be a manifeſt 
indecorum, when nature holds an univerſal feſtival. 
She would now inſpire none but delightful ideas; and 
thercfore always makes her appearance in ſome “ a- 
miable ſuit.— Here flands a: warrior, clad with 
crimion ; there ta a magi/irate, robed in ſcarlet; and 
yonder /truts a pretty felliwy, that ſeems to have dip- 
ped his plumes in the rainbow, and glitters in all the 
gay colours of that reſplendent arch. Some riſe into 
a curious cp, or Vall into a ſet of beautiful bells : fome 
ſpread themſclves in a ſwelling tuft, or croud into a 
delicious cluffer.—In ſome the predominant ſtain 
feſtens by the gentleſt diminutions, till it has even ſtole 
away from ittelf. The eye is amuſcd at the agreeable 
deluſion; and we wonder to find ourl. lves intenſibly 
decoyed into a quite different luſtre. In others, you 
would think, the fine tinges were emulous of pre- 
eminence : diſdaining to mingle, they confront one 
another with the reſolution of rivals, determined to 
diſpute the prize of beauty; while cach is improved, 
by the oppolition, into the higheſt vivacity of com- 
plexion. 


How maniſeld are thy works +, O Logd ! Multi- 


plied even to a prodigy. Yet in wiſdom, conſummate 
wiſdom, haft thou made them all. Row I admire the 
vaſineſs of the contriv ance, aud the exafneſs of the 
execution! Poor man with difficulty accoupl;ſhes a 
fingle work: hardly, and after many efforts, does he 


„ Nun formoſiſſimus ans us. 


Virg. 
+ Pſal. civ. 24. 
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ep arrive at a tole rable imitation of ſome one production | 

wh of nature, But the almighty Ariiſt ſpoke millions of | 

le- ſubſtances into inſtantaneous being; all wonderfully bl 
af WW various, all completely perfect. \epeated experi- A 
ile ments generally dilcover errors in eur happieſt inven» & 
cir tions. But theſe fine ſtructures have pleated for al- 19 
ty, U molt ſix thouſand years; and no fault been diſ- | 
oſt WF covered in the original plan, no room for the leaſt 1 
ul improvement upon the firſt model. — All our per- 1 
he formances the more minutely they are ſcanned, the f 
ett more imperfeft they appear. But, with regard to i} 
al, theſe delicate objects, the more we fecarch into their if 
nd properties, the more we arc raviined with their gra— if 
a- ces: they are ſure to diſcloſe re rohes of the moſt } 
th © maſterly ſkill, in proportion to the attention with | 
nd | which they are examined. | it 
ip* Nor is the /imylicity of the operation luſs aſtoniſhing 3 
nc © thin the accuracy of the workmanſhip, or the infini— 0 


— 
„ 1 


to tude of the effects. Should you alk, ©& Where, and 
ne ſl « what, are the materials that beautify the blooming 
a BB © world? What rich tints; what ſplendid dyes; 
in 1 © what ſtores of ſhining crayons; ſtand by the hea- 


1 


le * venly Limner, when he paints the robe of nature?“ : 

dle It is anſwered, His powerful pencil needs no ſuch k 

ly 3 coſtly apparatus. A ſingle principle, under his con- 

Du FF ducting hand, branches out into an immenlity of the 

e- moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed forms. The morfture 

ne of the earth, and circumambicnt air, paſſed through 

to |} proper ſt:ainers, and diſpoſcd in a range of pellucid 

d, F tubes : this performs all the wonders, and produces 

n- | all the bezutics of vegetation. This creeps along the 
fflbres of the low-ſprcad moſs; and climbs to the very 

ti- tops of the lofty - waving cedars. This, attracted by the 

te | root, circulating through inviſible canals, and perva- 

he | . ding the ſubſtance of the minuteſt twigs, bur/ts into 

he gems; expands itſelf into leaves, and clothes the foreſt 

_ | 

ne 


4 Eccl, iti. 14. I ew, that whatſcever God doth, it ſhail be for 
| ever ; . nothing can be put to it, nor any tving taken ſrom it. ih 
wich 
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with all its verdant honours, —Tais one Vain and 


femple cauſe gives birth to all the charms, which deck 


the youth and maturity of the year. This blu/bes in 
the early hepatica; and James in the late advancing 
Poppy. Pais reddens into blood in the veins of the 
mulberry; and attenuates itſelf into leaten gold, to 
create a covering for the quince. This breathes ia all 
the tragrant gales of our garden; and weeps odorous 
guin, iu the groves of Arabia. 80 + wonderful is our 
Creator in counſel, and ſo excellent in working ! 


IN a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per- 
ceives a difference in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned, and tinctur-d, exactly alik: : 
each allows himſelf a little particularity in his dreſs, 
though all belong to one family: ſo that thy are va- 
rivus, and yet the ſame. — A pretty emblem this, 
of the ſmaller diferences between Protejlant Chri- 
fiians, There are modes in religion waich admit of 
variition, witiout prejudice to ivund faith, or real 
holineſs : juſt as the drapery, on theſe pictures of the 
ſpring, may be formed after a. variety of patteras, 
without blemiſhing their beauty, or altering their na- 
ture, — he it ſo then, that, iu ſome points ot incon- 
ſiderable conſequence, ſeveral of our brethren diſſent : 
yet let us all live amicably and ſociably together; for 


we harmonize in principals, though we vary in puncti- 


lios, Let us join in couverſation, and intermingle in- 
tereſts ; diſcover no eſtrangement ot behaviour, and 
cheriſh no alienation of affection: if any ſtrife tub- 
ſiſts, let it be, to follow our divine Maiter mott cloſe- 
ly, in humility of heart, and unblameablencis ot life: 
let it be to ſerve one another moſt readily, in all the 


, When every ſeveral effect has a particular ſeparate cauſe; 
& thi> gives no pleaſure to the ſpectatot, as not diſcovering con- 
* trivance. But that work is bcheld with admiration aud delight, 
t as the reſult of deep counſel, which is complicat-d in its parts, and 
« yet /imple in its operation, Where a great va, icty of cifF=cts are 
*- {cen to ariſe trom one principle operating uniformly.” 

Advcinethy on the Alis ib tes. 


1. If. viii 29 
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kind offices of a cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be 
united, though diffinguiſhed; united in the ſame grand 
fundamentals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſ nail cir- 
cumſtantials; united in one important hend of brothere 
love, thou zh diſtinguiſhed by fome fſlighter pecu- 
larities of ſentiment, 

I apprehend, that between Chriſtians, whoſe judge 
ments diſigree only about a form of prayer, or manner 
of worthip, there is no more e/ential difference, than 
between flowers that bloom from the {ime kind of 
ſeed, but happen to be ſomewhat diverſttied in the 
mixture of their colours ;:-—— whereas, 1t one denies 
the divinity of our LorDd J:sUus ChRISTr, and de- 
grades the incarnate Gan to the meanneſs of a mere 
creature; if anzther crics up the worthineſs of human 
works, and depreciates the alon2 meritorious righte— 
oufne!s of the glorious Mediator; if a third addre$ 8 
re incommugicable honours to a finite being, and 
bows to the image, or prays to the fcint :—theſe are 
errors, in my opinion, unhappily derogatory to the 
REDEEMER'S Gignity, and not a little prejudicial to 
the comfort of his people: againſt theſe, therefore, 
to remonſtrate, beſpeaks not tha cenſorious bt, but 
the friend of truth, and the lover of mankind, 
V/hcreas, to ſtand neuter and filent, while ſuch prin- 
ciples are propagated, might be an inſtance of crimi- 
nal remiſſheſs, rather than of Chriſtian moderation. 
For pertons who eſpouſe ſuch perſuaſions as the for- 
mer; and habituate themſ-lves to ſuch practices as 
the latter; we will not fail to maintain a tender come 
pafſion; we will not ceaſe to put up earnc{t intercefs 
ſions: we will alſo acknowleuge and love, whatever 
is truly excellent and amiable in them. Yet, we dar 
not ſubſe ribe their creed ; we cannot remit our u- 
cus, bur kind endeavours, to reconcile them to what 
(on the mg impartial examination) we are thorough» 
ly convinced, is a more ſeriztural belief, and a purer 


worſhip *. 
Another 


In ſome former editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on this point, wits 
warl'y 
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Another remarkable circumſtance, recommending 
the flowery creation, is their regular ſucceſſion. They 
make not their appearance all at once, but in an or- 
derly rotation, While a proper number of theſe 
obliging retainers are in waiting, the others abicond ; 
but hold themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to 
take their turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, 
the inſtant it becomes vacant.— The ſagw-drop, fore- 
moſt of the lovely train, breaks her way thruugh the 
frozen oil, in order to preſent her early compliments to 
her lord: dreſſed in the robe of innocency, the ſteps forth, 
fearleſs of dangers; long before the trees have ventured 
to unfold their leaves, ven while the icicles hang on our 
houſes.— Next, peeps out the crecus; but cautiouſly, 
and with an air of timidity. She hears the howling 
blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low ſituation. Afraid 
ſhe ſ:ems to make large excurſions from her root; 
while ſo many ruffi in- winds are abroad, and ſcouring. 
along the æ her.— Nor is the violet laſt in this ſhi- 
ning embaſſy of the year; which, with all the accom- 
piiſhments that would grace a royal garden, conde- 
ſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the feet of 
briars. Freely, and without any ſolicitation, it diſtri- 
butes the bounty of its emiſſive ſweets: while itſelf, with 
an excmplary humility, retires from ſight; ſeeking ra- 

ther to adminiſter pleaſure, than to win admiration *. 
Emblem, expretlive emblem, of thoſe modeſt virtues, 
which delight to bloom in obſcurity ; and Extend a 
chearing influence to multitudes, who are ſcarce ac- 
quainted with the ſource of their comtorts! Motive, 
engaging motive, to that ever active beneficence ; 
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warily and harſply. But my meaning, and real ſentiments, were no 
other than thuſe repretemied: above. The reader, from ſuch un- 
guarded intimations, Might too naturally be led to conclude, that 
the author avows, and would ſtir up a ſpirit of perſecution. But this 
is a method of deaiing w th opponents in religious doctrines which 
he diſclaims as abſurd, and abhors as iniquitous. He is for no 
force, but that of rational convAficn; for no «conſtraint, but that of 
affectiunate perſusſion. Thus, if you plcaſc, com el them ie come in, 
Luke xiv. 23. | 
* Prodefſe quam cenſpici. 
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ng which ſtays not for the importunity of the diſtrefled, 
ey but even prevents them with the bleſſings of its good- 
TH neſs! The poor polyanthyus, that lately adorned 
eſe che border with her ſparkling beauties; and, tranſ- 
d; [WF planted into our windows, gave us a freſh entertain- 
to ment; is now no more. I ſaw her complexion fade; 
nm, I perceived her breath decay; til] at length the expi- 
re- red, and dropt into ber grave. Scarce have we þ 
he } ſuſtained this lots, but in comes the auricula, and 4 
to more than retrieves it: arrayed the comes, in a ſplen- f 
th, did variety of amiable forms; with an eye of cryſtal, 1 
cd and garments of the moſt gloſſy ſattin; exhaling per- 5 
ur # fume, and powdered with filver. A very diſtinguiſh— = 
ly, ed proceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt ! | 
nz Scarce one among them, but is dignified with a 
id character of renown ; or has the honour to repreſent 
t; ſome celebrated toaſt. But theſe allo, notwithſtand- j 
ng. ing their illuſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole 1 
hi- © ſtock of fragrance, and are mingled with the meancſt 


— 1 as 4 


m- duſt.— Who could forbcar grieving at their depar- 


le- [© ture, did not the Zulips begin to raiſe themiclves on 
of | their fine wands, or ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the 
ri- parterre with one of the gaycit drcef{'s that blooming 
ith Þ ; nature wears. Did cver beau or belle mike ſo gaudy 
ra- an appearance, in a birth-night tuit? Here, one 
* may bchold the innocent wantonnels of beauty: here, 
es, ſhe indulgss a thouſand freaks, and ſports herfclt in 
la the moſt charming diverſity of colours; yet I ſhould 
ace | * wrong her, were | to call her a coquet ; bscauſe, the 
ves 4 plays her lovely changes, not to enkindle diſſolute 
e; atcétions, but to difplay her Creator's glory. Soon 

ariſes the- anemone; encircled at the bottom with a 
no | &# ſpreading robe; and rounded at the top into a 
boy bcautitul dome. In its lootely flowing mantle, you 
1: may obſcrve a noble negligence; in its gently bending 
ich tufts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I would term it, the 
2 fine gentleman of the garden; becauſe it ſeems to have 
5 


the peculiar felicity of reconciling art with eaſe. 


5 The fame month Has the merit of producing the 
ranunculus. All bold and gracctul, it expands the 
ch SE} riches 
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riches of its foliage; and acquires, by degrees, the 
lovelieſt enamel in the world. As perſons 'of intrin. 
fic worth difdin the ſrperficial arts of recommenda. 
tion, practiſed by eps ; fo, this lordly flower ſcorns 
to boriow any of ns exccllence from powders ＋ 
eſſences. It needs no ſuch attractives, to render 
the darling of the curious; being ſufficiently enga- 
ging from the chgance of its figure, the radiant 

variety of its tinges, and a certun ſuperior digniiy 
of aſpect.—— Mcthirks, nature improves in her 
Operations : her latcſt ſtrokes are moſt maſtcrly : to 
crown the collection, the introduces the carnatisn : 
which capiivates every eye with a noble ſpread of 
graces ; and charms another ſenſe with a profuſi,n 
ot cxquilite odours. This fingle flower has centered 
in iticlf, the perfections of all the preceding: the 
moment it appears, it ſo commands our attention, 
that we ſcarce regret the abſence of the reſt. —T ie 
gillyfower, like a real friend, attends you through 
all the viciffitudes and alt-riations of the fealon ; 
while others make a trauſicnt viſit only, this is rather 
an inhabitin', than a gueſt, in your gardens; adds 
Fidelity to campluiſance. 

But it is in vain t9 attempt a catalogue of theſe 
amiable gifts: there is an endieſe mu. tiplicity in their 
characlers, and an invariable order in tacir approaches, 
Every month brings its ornaments z fuch as are ditfe- 
rent from the reſt, and peculiar to itſelf. 

Hcre, let me ftand a while, to contemplate the wiſe 
and gracious deſign ; apparent in this diſtribution of 
flowers, throuzu the ſeveral periods of the year, 
Were they all to bloſfym together, there would be 
at once a promiſcuous throng, and at once a total pri- 
vation ; fo that we ſhould icarce have opportunity of 
adveriing to the beautics of half, and mutt. ſoon lolz 
the agrecable company of them all, But now, ſince 
every {pecics has a ſeparate poſt to occupy, and a 
Ciftinct time for appearing, we can take a leiſurely and 
minute ſurvey of each ſucceeding ſet. We can view 
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and review their forms; taſte their ſweets; enter into 
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qualities; and rec iv I] thoic p19, 
they are commiſſi ned to yieid- - is remake 
iec? of œ nomy, is productos of another ver i- 
ju ble eff ct. It not only places, in the moſt a7n ta- 
geous light. every particular community; but 40 1s 
the mom eff Ctual proviſien agaialt the frauty of the 
whole nation or, to peak more truly. it renders 
them a fort of“ immortal corps, whole ſucce ſſionary 
attendance never fails. For though ſome are contt- 
nually dropping; yet, by this expedient, others are 
continually riſing, to beautity our borders, and Kkcep 
vp the entertainment unintermitted. 

O! what g:cdrnefs is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
eratitications tor mankind! both to div.rfify and per- 
p:tuate the fine collation: to take care, that our 
paths ſhou'd be, in a manner, inc: ſſantly ſtrewed with 
flowers: and what um, to bid every one 
of theſe inſenſible brings, know the preciſe junc— 
ture, for their coming forth! inſomuch that no actor 
on a ſtage can be more exact in performing his 
pirt; can make a n.ore regular entry, or a more 
puuctual cxit. 


Wuo imboldens the d:if54il to venture abroad in 
February ; and to tuſt her flowering gold, with in— 
clement and treacherous ſkies f Who informs the va— 
rious tribes of fruit bearing bloſſams that vernal ſuns, 
and i more genial warmth, arc ficteſt for their delicate 
texture? Who teaches the clove to ſtay till hotter 
beams are prepired, to infuſe a tpicy richneſs into her 
odours; and tinfiure her complexion with the deepeſt 
crimſon? — Who ditpoſes theſe beautiful troops in» 
to ſuch orderly bodics; retarding ome, and accelera— 
ting others? Who has inſtructed them to file , with 


* In alluſion to the celebrated practice of the Perſian kings; 
« wh maintained for their lite-guard a body of troops, called In- 
% niGtyl; becaulc it perpetually ſubſiſted: for as ſoon as ary of 
* the men died, anutker was immediately put into his place.“ 

| Kalliu's Ancient tiijtory, Vol. II. 


Vor. I. M ſuch 
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ſuch perfect regularity ; .as ſoon as the duty of their 
reſpective ſtation is over? And, when one detach- 
ment retires. who gives the ſignal for another imame- 
diatcly to advance? Who, bur that unerring provi. 
dence, which, from the higheſt thrones of angels, to 
the very loweſt degrees of exiſtence, orders all things 
in „number, weight, and meaſure !” 

Theſe, O my ſoul, arc the regulations of that moſt 
adorable, moſt beneficent Being, who in the fulneſs of 
time bowed the heavens; came down to dwell on earth; 
and united the fraiity of thy mortal nature, to all the 
glories of his Godhcad. All the honour of this admi- 
_ Fable eſtabliſhment, belongs to that ever-blefled ran- 
ſomer of ſinners; who ſuſtained the vengeance, which 
thou hadſt deſerved, and wait doomed to ſuffer; who 


fulfilled the ebedience, which thou waſt cbliged, but BE 
z nable, to perform; and, in his moſt facred immacu— ry 
late humanity, humbled himſelf, (O never-enouph to yo 
Ys n 8 4 

be admired loving kindnets:?) humbled himſelf to ** 
death, even the death of the croſs.— He formed this 3 
vaſt machine, and adjuſted its nice dependencies. The tha 
lars that ſupport it; the embelliſhments that adorn N SO 
It, and the laws that govern. it, are the reſult of his kao 
unſearchable counſels. O! the b-ights of his majeſty, tin 
and the depths of his abaſement ! 1 8 fab] 
Which Jhall we admire mott, kis efential greatneſs, F. w_ 
or his ice grace? He created the exalted ſcraph, that Ep 
fings in glory; and every the minuteſt inſect that wit 
fluiters in air, or crawls in duſt, He marks out a Wh 
Path for all thoic globes of light, which travel the cir- xi x 2 
cuit of the ſkics; and diſdains not to rear the violet n " 
from its lowly bed, or to plait the daily that dreſſes our 1 
Plains. So grand are his operations; yet ſo cendeſcend- „ 
ing his regards ! If Summer, like a tpaikling bride, PR 
is all-glorious. in her apparcl 3 what is this, but a fee. ſt: 
ble reflection of his uncreated effu/gence ? If Autumn, 10 
like a munificent hoſt, exhibits all things richly to en- 100 
joy; what is this, but a little taſte of his inc xhauſtible IC 
liberality ? If thunders roar, you hear the ſound of in 
th 


his trumpet: if lightnings glare, you tice the launch- 
in g 
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ing of his glittering ſpear : if “ the perpetual hills be 
« ſcattered, and the everlaſting mountains bowed,” 
No, ſays the prophet, you 
have rather“ The hiding of his power. So immenſe is 
his power; ſo uncontruulable and inconceivable; that 
all theſe mighty works are but a etch, ia which more 


is cancealed than diicovered. 


'Fhus, I think, we thould always view the viſible ſy- 
ſtem; with an evangelical fele/cope, (it I may be allow- 


ed the expreſſion), an with an evangelical micr:/cope e 


regarding CaRIsT Jesus, as the great projector and 
architect; that planned, and executed, the amazing 
ſcheme. Whats ver is mignilicent or valuable; tre- 
mendous or amiable; tha uld ever be aſcribed to the 
Redeemer, This is the Cariſtian's natural philo/2hy 3 
and with regard to this method, of couſidering the 
things that are ſeen; we have an in{pired apoſtle, for 
our preceptor and precedent. Speaking of Cakst, 


H. b. iii. 4. Nothing could be more magaiſicently conceived, 
thin the imagery of-this whole chapter; and, upon the foot of our 
interpretation, nothing was ever einde delicately and nobly turned, 
thin the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other teates of the patiage, I1 ace 
knowledge, may be aſſiganed with equal piopiicty. Bat none, C 
think, can be imagined {0 maje/tic and /ubl:me. A> the orig nal will 
fiaily admit of it; as it carries no difagreement with the context; 
and expreſſes a moſt important, as well as undoubted truth ; I hope 
I may be permitted to uſe it, at lcaſt by way of atcommodation. 
Eſpecially, as it ſuggeſts one of tlie fing t ute, im ginable; wiere- 
with to inſcribe all the viſible productions of the Creator's hind, 
When, ſtruck with aſtyniſhment, we conſt ler their grandeur, beau- 
ty, and conſummate perfections; let us, io ju.tice to their author, 
apply the exalted reflect on of this ſacted ode: In all theſe is the 
Hiding, rather than an adequale ciſel, of [11s matchleſs power 2 
* though they challenge our praiſe, and ſurpiſs our comprehenſion z 
% yet are they by no means the utmolt excriions, but rather fome 
+ {lighter eſſays of omnipotent ſkill.“ Miiton, relating the overs 
throw of the fallen angels, reminds his reader of a noble circum» 
ſtance, much of this nature. Meſſiab, unaided and alone, had utterly 
routed an innumerable hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits. But to create à juſter 
idea of this illuſtrious conqueror, the port beautifully adds, 

Y.t half his ſirengih he fut nt forth. | 
If we forget to make the ſame remark, when we cont2mplate GOD 
in lis Wake; We mult nzeetſarily form very ſcanty conceptions of 
that SUPREME BZing, betore whom al nations arc as a © drop 
» ot a buckct, aud de coun as the ſmall duit o: tue balance”? 
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be ſays, © Thou, Lorp, in the beginning, haſt laid 
* the foundations of the earth ; and the heivens are 
« the work of thy hands.” Did we carefully at- 
tend to this leading principle, in all our examinations 
of nature it would, doubtlefs, be a moſt powertul 
means of enkivaling our love, and * rengthening our 
Faith, For when | louk round upon miilions ot n9- 
ble ſubſtances, and carry with me this tran portipg 
reflection, © The Maker of them all dicd on a crots 
for me,” how can | remain any longer indifferent: 
Muſt not the celdeſt heart, begin to glow with grati- 
tude f— When | ſurvey an immenſity ot the fineſt pro. 
ductions imaginable ; and remember, that the author 
of them all is“ my righteouſncis, my redemption z® 
how can | chooſe but repole the molt chearful confi- 
dence in tuch a Mediator! 


2 * The apoſtles, Iobſerve, delight to uſe this method of diſpliy- 
Ing the bencurs of the Redeemer, and eflabliſhing the {ith of his peojie, 
— the beloved ilcipie, teachirg that moſt precious docteinc, „ef 
* a Laribflanto take away the fins of the witld ;Þ) in order toevince 
the ſuſhrien:'y of CHN ST's ſacrifice for this Lieſled purpoſe, offitms, 
that abus were m..de by lim: and without him u, nt anythiog, no not 
io much a+ one fin, le being made, John i 3.——-$ Va, preaching 
the fame glad tidings to the Colin, and expretely naintaining 
that we have redemption through his blood, items to foitelee an 
objection f this kind: “ To expiate anſgieſſions againſt an infi- 
„ nite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act; it nwuſt colt voſily moe 
„% than any common furety can pay, to redeem a finful w:rld, 
«© \\ hat reaſon hive we to believe, that JESUS is equal to this 
% mighty undertaking ?” All p.fible reaſon, replies the ape ſtle, 
om the dignity of his perion : for he is 1he im. ge of the intiſib'e Gop; 
and from the great: eſs of his works, for ty þ.m al: things were mades 
Conſider the operations of his hand, and you cannot doubt the a- 
toning efficacy of his death, Col. 1.15. 16.— he author of the epiſtle 
to the Hbrews, falls exactly into the ſame train of arguing : decla ing, 
that CHR ST JESVY+ bas purged our fin+ by the ſecrifice of himielt ; 
he proves his ample ability tor this tremendous office from his eſlen- 
tial excellence, becauſe he 15 tl e brightneſs of bis Father's glory ; and 
from h's admirable works, becaule be made the worlds, aud upbold:th 
ali things by the w:rd of bis puer, Heb. i. 2. 3 — M hich tought, as itis 
ſo im portant in itſelf; of ſuch icnil comfort to Chriſtians 3 ard ſo 
particulaily 1: ſifted on by the inſp.red writer.z 1 hepe, I ſhall need 
no apology ſor an attempt to illuſtrete and enfoice t, in a kind of 
evangel.ca! deſcant upon creation, anncacd to theſe reflections. 
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LEer me add one more remark, upon the admira- 
ble adjuſtment of every particular relating to theſe ie 
wlhnies planted in the parterre. With ſuch ſurpri- 
ſing correctneſs, is their /ruffure failhed 3 that any 
the leaſt conceivable alteration, would very much 121+ 
pair their perfection. Should you fee, for iuſt ince, 
the nice diſpoſition of the Fullp's atiire fly abroad dit> 
orderly, and irregular, like the flaanting 202 hi¹,ỹGd 
ſhould the je/amine rear her dininutive head, on 
thoſe grand columas which ſupport the % bac 
ſhould the erect and manly aſpect of the pieny hang 
down with a penlve air, like the flexile bells of the 
hyactnth : ſhould that noble plaianeſs, which diſtin— 
guilhes the 55 be exchanged for the fringes which 
edge the piu or the gaudy [tains which bedrop they 
iris; thould thuſ: tap-ring pillars which ariſe in the 
middle of its vaſe, and, tipt with golden pendeats, 
give ſuch a luſtre to the ſurrounding panels of alabaſter 
—ſhould theſe fink and dilappear, like the chives 
which cover the h-art of the anemony : in ma- 
ny of theſe cafes; would not the tranfpoetion be fan- 
taſtical, and aukward ? * all, to the apparent rg u- 
dice of every indieidun 

Again, wit regard t. to the tie of their appearias s 
this circumſtance is leitizd, by a remarkable foreſight 
and precaution, What would become of the /atlor ; 
if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhouid raiſe a loity 
maſt, and croud it with all his canvas? Such would 
be the ill effect; if the molt ſtuely ſpecies of flowers, 
ſhould preſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering 

months. Therefore, thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhort» 
eſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt ſpread of leaves, or 
(if you pleaſe) carry the leaſt fail, are launched amidſt 
the blowing icaſons. How injudiciouſly would 
the perſumer act; if he ſhould ualcal his fineſt eſ- 
lences, aud expote them to the northern winds, or 
wintery rains! Our blooming artiſts of the aromatic 
profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt "delicate among them, 
leem perfectly aware of the conſequences of ſuch a 


procedure. Acgordingly, they poſtpone the opening 
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of their odoriferous treaſures; till a ſerener air, and 
more “ unclouded fkies, grant a protection to their a- 
miable traffics: till they are under no more apprehen- 
ſions, of having them diſſi pated by rude blaſts, or 
drowned in inceſſant ſhowers, 

What a ſtriking argument is here for reſegnat cn ; 
unfe igned refipnation, to 21! the dg of Provicience / 
Too often are our diſſatisfied thiuglits, api to find fault 
with divine ditpenſations: we tacitly arraign cur Ma— 
ker's conduct, or qu ſtion his Kndneſs wich regarc to 
ourſelves: we fancy our lot not ſo commodiouſly fiwate; 
or our condition not fo he ppily circumſtance ; as it we 
had been placed in ſome other {t tion of life — But, let 
us behold this exquilitely nice region of the miniuteft 
plants; and be aſhamed of our rij eningyollyj Could any 
fibre in their compoſition be altcrea, or one line in 
their features be tranſpoſed ; without clouding ſome 
ot their beauties? Could any fold in their veſtments, 
be varied; or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion, be 
broken; without 1:juring ſome delicate property? 


* Cafimire, in a very poctical manner, add teſſes himſelf to the 
dormant roſe; and moſt prettiiy invites her to venture abr64d,, by the 
mcution of theſe two circumſtances, 


Siderum facros imitala vultus, 


2 Did lates dadum, Roſa ? Delicatum 


Eier eterris caput, © tepentis 
Filia cœli. 
Jam tibi nubes fugient aquoſæ, 
Quas fugant all is Lc phy ri guadrigis; 
Fam tibi mulcct Boream jocuntis 
| Aura Favonk;. 

Child of the ſummer, charming roſe, 

No longer in cor finement lie; 
Ariſe to light ; thy form Qiicloſe ; 

Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 


The rains are gone, the ſtorms are o'er; 
Winter retircs to Make thee way: 

Come then, thou ſweetly bluſhing flow'r 5. 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come awey. 


The ſun is dr eſs'd in beaming ſmiles, 
To give ti'y.beautics to the day; 
Young zephyrs wait, with gent eſt gales, 1 
To fan thy buſv.y, as. they play. 
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And does not that all-ſceing eye, which preſerves fo 
exact a harmony, among theſe pretty toys; maintain 
as watchful a care, over his r. tional creatures? — 
Does he chooſe the propereſt leafon, for the cowſl'p 
to ariſe, and drink the dews? And can he neglect 
the concerns, or mizzudge the conveniencies of his long 
and daughters? He, who has fo completely diſpoſed, 
whatever pcrtains to th- vegetable œ onomy; that the 
leaſt Ciminution or addidon, would certainly hurt the 
amihed ſcheme ;z docs, without all peradventure, pre» 
fide wita (qual attention, over the intcreſits of his own 
people. 

be ſtill then, thou uncaſy mortal“, know that 
GoD is unerringly wife; and be aſſurtd, that amidſt 
the greateſt muliipucity ot beings, he does not overs 
look thee. Thy Saviour has given me uthortty to 
aſſort, that thou art of far ſuperior value, in the cſti- 
mate of Omnipotence, than all the herbage of the 
ficld. It his ſacred will ordains fickig)s for thy por- 
tion; never dare to imagine, that unin(srrupted health 
would be more advantageous. If he plcales to with= 
hold, or take away children; never preſume to con- 
clude, that thy happineſs is olait:d, becaulc thy hopes 
of an increaſing family are diiappointed, He that 


marſhals all tne ſtarry hott, and fo accurately arranges. 


* Permittas ipfis expendere numinibas, quid 
Conve niat nobis, rebujque fit utile not ĩs. 
Nam pro jucundis apt ii na quegue davunt dii: 
Gurior ejt illis bamo, quam ſibi. 


Juyzms 


Since all the downward tracks of time 
GOD's wotch'iul cye furveys ; 
O! wi. ſo wiſ to chooſe our lot, 
And 1eyclete our ways: 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſurably kind; 
To his wnerring. gracteus will, 


Be cv'ry with :icl1yn'd, 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good]; 
Nor lets, when he denies ; 

Ev'n cr ſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 
Arc b.eſſing in diſguiſe. 


1 

1 
q 
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a lef 
every the meaneſt ſpecies of herbs ; ne orders all the ge. ea 
euliarities, all the changes of thy ſtite, with a vigilange, 2 
that nothing can elude; with a goodneſs that endu— | 
reth for ever, —Bow thy head therefore, in humble ſop 
acquisſcence: reſt ſatisfied, that whatever is by thu. 13 
appointment of Heaven *; zs right, is beſt. fta 

Among all the productions of the third creating- 3) 
day, this of flowers ſeems to be particularly defizned FE 
for man: a preſent, calculated in an eſpecial manner, bly 
for his uſe and delight, Min has, as it were, che to 
monopoly of this favour; and ſcarce ſhares the ſatisfac- ol 
tion reſulting from it, with any other animal. I 1 
don't find, that other creatures are ſmit with thelr 0 
beauties, or regaled with their odours, The horſe ne 
never ſtands ſtill, to gaze upon their charms; nor hey 
does the ox turn aſide, to browfe upon their ſweets, ot! 
Senſes they have, to diſcern theſe curious obj:&s in El 
the g70/5 ; but no taſte, to diſtinguiſo their tine ac- . 
compliſhments.— Juſt fo, carnal and unenlightened Bs 
men, may uaderitand the /:teral meaning of fcrip- _ 
ture; may comprehend the evidences of its divine 
inſpiration: and yet have no reli of the heavenly ys 
truths it teaches; no ardent longing for the ſpiritual 1 

* If Mr Pope underſtands the maxim in this limited ſenſe, he 1 tt 
fpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious truth. But, if that gre:t I n 
| poct includes whatever comes to pals, through the wild and extrava- 1 
gant paſſions of men; furcly no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Ciui- y 4 
ſtian, can accede to his opinion. What God orders, is wiſe, beyond 4 b 
all poſſibility of correction; and gecd, above all that we can aik or . 0 
think. His decrees are the reſult of infinite diſcernnient; and ali * 1 
his a ſpenſations, the iſſues of unbounded benevolence, But 1 0 
man, tallen man, is hurried away, by his luſts, into a thouſand ir— 1 
Tegularitics ; which are deplorably evil in themſel ves, aud atteuded 4 8 
with conſequences, manifeſtly pernicious to ſoctety, — Let the ſenti- 3 7 


ment, therefore, be reſtraine1 to the diſpoſals of iieaven, and I moſt 

readily ſubicribe it. But if it be exteaded to the conduct of mea, 

and the fects of their fully; I think myſelf chliged to enter my 6 
proteſt againſt it. For whatever kindles the divine indignation 


— 
on 


is cauſe of final ruin to the author is ſtrickly forbidden by Go D's | 

holy word is Contrary to the whole deſtzn of his revealed will, by 0 
and the very reveric ot his eſſential attributes. This cannot poſli- N c 
bly bc right. Ibis is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Omaipotence, in- . 


deed, can over- rule it, and educe good irom it: but the very notion 
of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely wrong in 1c It, 
| bl:ſlings 
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bleflings it offers; ſee © no form or comelinefs” in 
the 8 viour it deicribes, fo as to render him the 
upreme deſire of their ſouls, 

Ihe chef end of thete beautiful appearances, pbilo- 
ſophers 1ay, is to enfold and chirith the embryQo 
ſecd; or to twathe the tender body, durigg its infant 
ate But whatever 1s the chi f end ot nature; 
it is certain, ſhe n:v-r d-pirts from the deſign, of 
adminiftcring delight to maickind *, This is inf para- 
bly conncéted, with her other views Were it only 
to ſecure a rcproc uttive principle, what need of ſuch 
elegant complications? Why fo much art employed, 
and to many decorations added? Why ſhould veſt- 

zents be prepared richer than brocades; more de- 
licate than lawns; and of a finer glow, than the moſt 
admired velvets? -—lt the great mother had no 
other aim, than barely to accommodate her little 
offspring; warm flannel, or homely fuſtian, would 
hive ferved her turn: {.rved It, full as well as the 
moſt [ſumptuous tiſlues, or all the turniture of the 
mercer's ſhup. 

It ſeems plain then, that flowers were endued with 
ſuch enchanting graces, for the pleaſure of man; and 
in purtuance of this original intention, they ſtill pay 
their court to the human race. Accordingly, the fi- 
neſt of cach ſpecies croud about our habitations; 

and are rarely to be ſeen, at a diſtance from our a— 
bodes. They thrive under our cultivating hand, and 
oblerving cyc ; but degenerate, and pine away, if un- 
regarded by their lord. — lo win his attention, and 
deck his retreats, they hide their de/ormitics under 
ground; and diſplay nothing but the molt graceful 
forms, and engaging colours, to his fight. Jo merit 


* « We find that the moſt important parts in the vegetable 
© world, are thote wich are the moſt beautitul. Theſe are the 
** ſecd+ by which the teveral races of plants are propag ted and con- 
„ tinued, and which are always lodged in flowers or blofloms. 
„ Nature feents to bide her principal deſign, and to be induſtrious 
„in making the earth gay and delightial, while the is cartying on 


© her great wok, zud intent upon her on preſervation.” 
Sect. Vol. V. N38. 
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a farther degree of his eſteem, the generality of then 
diſpenſe a delightful perfume, And what is ſtill more 
obligiag “, reſerve their richeſt exhalations, to embaln 
his morning and evening walks +: becauſe he uſual. 
ly chooſes thoſe cool hours, to recreate himfelf among 
their blooming ranks; therefore, at thoſe hours, the 
are moſt laviſh of their fragrance, and breaths out 
their choiceſt ſpirits, 

O man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! the dir. 
ling of Providence] thou art diſtinguiſh<d by his goed. 
ne/s ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy gratitude, Be it 
thy one undivided aim to glority him, who has been at 


ſo much expence to gratify thee ! — While all theſe in- 7M 
ferior creatures, in ſilent elaguence, declare the glory of EE 
Gop, do thou lend them thy fengue. Be thou the high. it 
prieſt of the mute creation: let their praiſes become E 
vocal in thy ſong. Adore the ſupreme Benefattor, [WM © 
for the bleflings he ſhowers down upon eycry order of 8 
beiiigs : adore him for numberleſs mercies, which are e 
appropriated to thyſelf: but, above all, adore him, W $'b 
for that noble gift of a rational and immortal ſoul.— , 
This conſtitutes us maſters of the globe, and gives us 4 & 
the real enjoyment of its riches, This diſcovers ten the h. 
thouſand beautics, which otherwiſe had been loſt; real. 
and renders them both a ſource of delights, and a _y 
nurſery of devotion. —By virtue of this exalted prin- i 
ciple, we are qualified to admire our Maker's works, imag 
and capable of bearing his illuſtrious image : bearing to t 
his illuſtrious image, not only when theſe ornaments Þ* — 
of the ground have reſigned their honours; but when arte, 
the great origin of day is extinguiſhed in the ſkics; A: 
and all the flaming orbs on high are put out in obſcure BR be 
ther 
0 The flowers, bits 
That open ow their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, he y 
Reſerv'd from night, and ke / for ther in ſtore. for 
+ The twining jaſmine, and the bluſl:ing roſe, = fam 
With lavith grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe; nor 
The (mcliicy tub'roſe ard junqguil declare an | 
Ihe ſtronger impulſe of an eving ar, ur 


Pricr's Sol. 


. — 
darkucis. 
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Arkneſs. Then to ſurvive; to ſurvive the ruins of 
one world, aud to enjoy Gop—to reſemble Gp —to 
be filled with all the fulneſis of Gop,” in another 
—what a happineſs, what an ineſtimable happinets, is 
this! Yer this is thy privilege, (barter it not for trifles 
of an hour!) this thy glorious prerogative, O man! 
O] the goodnefs, the exuberant goodneſs, of Gurl 
] cannot f -rbear celebrating it once more, before | paſs 
to another conſideration. How much ſh: uld we 
think ourſelves obliged to a generous friend; that 
ſhould buid a {tatcly edifice *, purely for our abode 
But 


I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched beyond 
proper bounds, when cerried to this pitch It is my ſtedfaſt opi- 
non, thit the worid, at Icaſt this lower world, with its various aps 
purten ances, was intended purely for man, that it is «ppropri-ted to 
}..; and that he (in ſubordination to Gop's glory) is the end of its 
creation —— Other animals, it is true, pertake ot the Creitor's be- 
ni fits; but thn they partake under the notion of man's domeſtics, 
01 on the foot of ret iner to him; as creatures, that hear ſome re- 
la: n to Lis ſervice, aud tome way Or other contribut. to his g od. 
So that ſtill he 1s the centre of the whole; or, as our ineyumparable 
Mri'tin, equiliy maſter of poetry and divinity. expiciles himſelf, 
All iin lice for man, Par. LV, XI. : Er. 

M. Pope, in his Ethic epiites, is ple.fed to explode this tenct, as 
the height of prise, and a g of abſuraty -or my rart, | {ce no 
reatin for ſich a chirge, With all tabmitſtion to io f-;pcrior a ge- 
wu-, it ſcem very cmote from p ie, to be duly fenhible of fas 
vr vouchſafed: to contemplate them in all the extent of their 
muniſicence, and acknowledge then a-cordinyly. I ſhould rather 
imagine, hat tu contr ct their ft.e, when t' cy are immenſely large 3 
to ſtin thei: numhe, when they are altogether innumerable ; that 
ſuch a proced ire 1 vours more ot fenſtoility than our hypotheſis, of 
preſimption; and his more in it of mgralitude, than that of 
arrog ince 

And how can it be d-emed an abſardity, to maintain that Go 
gave us a world ot our poſſeſſion; whea git is our duty to believe, 
that he gave us his only $54, tor our propitiation ? Sure it can be nei- 
ther difficult, nor extravagant, to ſuppoſe, that he deſigned this ha- 
| bitable globe, with its hole furniture, for our preſent uſe; ſiuce 
he with held not his holy child JESUS, but freely delivered him up, 
for our final falvation. 

pon the whole. 1 cannot but conclude, that the attempt of our 
famous poet, is neither kind, with reg-rd to his fellow-creatures—— 
nor grateful, with regard to his Creator neither is his ſcheme 
in fact true, The attempt not kind, with regard to man; becauſe 
it robs lim of one of the moſt delightfol and raviſhing contempla- 

ions 
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But how greatly would the oblig tion be increaſed, 
if the hand that built ſhuuld alſo /jurniſh it) And 
not only furaiſh it, with all that is commodigus and 
comfortibl-z but nament it allo, with whatever is 
ſplendid and lelightiut ! This, has our moſt jindul cnt 
Creator don; in 4 manner infinitcly ſurpatli::g all 
we could with, or imagine. 

The ea: th is aſh..ned us for a dwelling. —The flies 
are ſtretches over us, lige a magnificent canopy, dyed 
in the purcit azure z and beautiticd, now with pictures 


tions imaginib!e. To conſider the great Author of exiſtence as ha- 
ving me n his eye, when he fred univerſal nature; as contriviig 
all bi gs, wich an immediate view to the exigencies ot my parti us 
lar ſtate; and m king them all in uch a manner, as might be moſt 
conduciie to my particular advantage; this muſt ntede obe- 
fon the ſtrongeſt ſatisfections, whenever I caſt a glan e on 
the objects thut turround me. Not grateful, wi h regad to G d; 
becauic it has the moſt direct tendency to diminiſh our ſenſe of is 
kindoefs, and conf quently, to throw a damp upon our gratitude, 
It tea hes us, to lo, k upon ourſelves a> almoſt loft among a ron 
o other beings, or regarded only with en cccatiiinal ard ncident al 
bencfi cuce; wich muſt certa viy s caken the diſpoſition, and in- 
dend f};.ken the ties, to the moſt adoring thanktfulnets.—— fo 
which, | apprehend, we may j ſtiy add, Neither is the (chime in 
For, not to menten what m ght be urged rom the {xe 
w. ro of teve'ation, this one argument appears to be tufficicntly 
eoncluſive. The world began with men; the world mit ceale with 
man; conſequently, the grand uſe, the principal end of the w 11d 
is, to ſubterve the inte:eſts of man. It is on all fits agrecd, that 
the edifice w + er ted when m.n was to be furn ſhed with an habi- 
tatior. ; and hit it will be demoliſhed when man has no fuithr 
need of its accommodations When he enters into the houſe ot 
made with ands, eternal in the heavens. ** the earth. and all tle 
& wo: ks that arc therein, ſhil be burnt up.” From which it 1cems 
a very obvious and fair deduction, That man is the final . of 
this inferior cre tion 
So that I think my readers and myſelf. privilege! (not to ſay, on 
the principles of gratitude, cb/zged) to uſe thoſe lovely lines ot out 
author, with a propriety and truth, cqual to their elegance and 
beauty ; | 
For me kind nature wakes her genial pow'r, 
Suckles eich heb and ipreid> out every flow's ! 
Annual, for me he grape, the roſe, renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew ; 
For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 
For me, health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings. 
Eth, Ep, I. verſ. 129, 
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= prchended inthe expreſſive original. 
= with admirable judgment, diſpoſed a wartety of aqreducts ; for that im- 
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of floating ſilver, now with colourings of reflected 
crimſon. The gra, is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious 
carpet; wove with filken threads of green, and das» 
maſk'd with flowers of every hue.——The /un, like a 
golden lamp, is hung out in the æthereal vault; and 
pours his effulgence all the day to lighten our paths. 
—When night approaches, the moon takes up the 
friendly office; and the ars are kindled in twinkling 
myriads, to chear the darkneſs with their milder 
luſtre, not diſturb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare. — 
The clouds, beſides the rich paintings they hang a- 
round the heavens, act the part of a ſhifting fcreea z 
and defend us by their ſeaſonable interpoſition, from 
the ſcorching beams of ſummer. May we not alto 
regard them, as the great watering-pots of the globe; 
which, wafted on the wings of the wind, diſpenſe their 
moiſture “ evenly through the univerſal garden; and 
fruftify, with their ſhowers, whatever our hand 
plants. The fields are our exhauſtleſs granary.— 
The ocean is our vaſt reſervoir.—— he animals lpend 
their ſtrength to diſpatch our buſineſs; reſign their 
clothing to repleniſh our w.rdrob:z and ſurrender 
their very lives to provide for our tables. —In ſhort, 


This circumſtance, amidſt abvndance of other noble and deli- 
cate remarks upon the wonde's of nature, is fiacly touched in the 
ph: ſephical tranſactiun recorded in the book of Job, chap. xxxviits 
veil. 25. 95 e 19D 10) i bath di vidid a waters 
courſe for the overflow g f waters ? The Hebrew is ſo pregnant 
and rich with icnie, that no tranſlation can do it juſtice. The tol- 
lowing paraphraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the principal ideas com- 
Who has brauched wut, and, 


menſe collection of waters, which float in the ik? Who di/iributes 


* thoſe pendulous floods through all the borders ot the earth? Olſtri- 
butes them, not in dreadtul cataract>, or promi/cugus gluts of rain; 


but ig kindly drops, and reireſhing ſhowers ; with a+ much regula! ity 


| and @&congmy, as it they were conveyed by pipes trom a 0 t 


To whom ſhall we aſc: tbc that niceueſs ot contrivance, which now 


| Emits, now refſtrains them; ſometimes diives their humid train to 


one place, ſometimes to anothe ; diſpcnſes them io this foil in larger, 
to that in ſmaller communications: ant, in a wo:d, fo mauages the 
mighty huid, that every ſpot is / ed in exact proportioa to its 
wants, and none deſtroyed by an uniltioguithing deluge ? 


VoL. I. ks cvery 


— 


— a. 


— 


— 
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every elemert is a ſtorchovuſe of conveniencies z every 
feaſen brings us the choiceſt productions; all nature is 


our Caterer. And, which is a moſt endearing re. 
commendation of theſe favours, they are all as /cvely 
as they are 2 ful. Yon obſerve nothing mean or in. 
elegant. All is clad in beauty's faireſt robe “, and re- 
gulated by proporticn's niceit rule, The whole ſcene 
exbibits a fund of picaſures to the imagination ; at the 
ſame time that it more than ſupplics all cur wants +, 
Therefore thou art inexcu/able, O man, whoſocver 
thou art, that: rebelleſt againſt thy Maker. He ſur- 
rounds thee with unnumbered benefits z-apd follows 
tlee with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gifts. 
He courts thy affections; he ſolicits thy gratitude, by 
liberalities which are never iptermitted, by a bounty 


which knows no limits. — O!] moſt bleſfſed Loxp, 


let this thy goodneſs, thy unwearicd gocdneis, lead 
us to repentance. Vin us to thyſelf, thou Fountain 
of felicity, by theſe ſweet inducements. Draw vs 
to our duty, thou Gop of our ſalvation, by theſe 


4 cords of love.“ 


WHAT a living picture is here, of the beneficial 
effects of induſiry! By induſtry and cultivation this 
neat {pot is an image of Eden. Here is all that can 
entertzin the eye, or I repale the ſmell. Whercas, 
without cultivation, this ſucet garden had been a de- 
ſulate wilderrefs : vile thifiles had made it loathſome, 
and tangling briars inaccefſible. Without cultivation 
it might have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid 
haunt of venomcus creatures. But the ſpade and 


* Perhaps, it was from ſuch an obſervaticn, that the Grechs, 
thoſe critical ard wofined judges: of things, exprefied the mundane 
em ly a word which fignifies b vc H. 

f thoſe ſeveral livarg creatures, which are made for our ſer- 
vice or ſuſtenance, at the ſanic time either fill the wocds with their 
muſic, furniſh us with geme, or 1aiſe ple-fing ideas in us by the de- 
Jight!Llneſs of their appearance. Fountains, lakes, and r1> eis, are 


aus refreſhing to the insgiuation, as to the ſoil throvgh which they 
Speft, Vol. V. No 387. 
Hor. 
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very pruning knife, in the hand of iaduftey, have impro- 
FF ved it into a (ort of terreſtri d paradiie, 
2 re- How naturally does this lead our contemplation, to 
ey the advantages that ſlow fran a virtuous education 
1 and the mi/erizs that euſu: fro n the“ heglect of it! — 
re- The mind, without carly inſtruftizn, wait, in all 
cene robability, become like the“ viney ich of the flug- 
t the « gard,” If left to the prop:niitics of its own depra- 
f. ved will; what can we expect, but a moſt luxuriint 
ELLE roth of uaruly appetites z which, in time will break 
ſur- forth into all manner of ſcan 1419433 irregularities * 
lows What? —but that anger, like a pri kly thorn, arm 
Rn. the temper with an untractaole morotenzls : peevi/be 
„by neſs, like a ſtinging netle, render tae converlatioa 
a forbidding: avarice, like furas choating weed, teach 
og the fingers to gripe, and the hauds to opprets : re 
lcad venge, like fone pLoilonous plant, replete with banz* 
Kan ful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and meditate miſ- 
- Vs chief to its neighhour: while uabridied lufts, ue 
heſe ſwarms of noiſo ne inſects, taint each riliag thougat; 
and render © ev:ry imigination of the heart only evil 
” © continually.— uch are the uſual products of ſa- 
e vage nature! ſuck the furai.uce of the uncultivated 
this © foul! 
can Whereas, let the mind b: put under the“ nurture 
cas, © and admonition of the Loxp:“ let a holy ditcipline 
de- clear the ſoil: let ſacred inftractions ow 1t with the 
me, beſt feed: ler tkill and vigilance de the ring, 
tion ſhoots; direct the young ideas how to ſpread ; the way 


rrid BF? ward paſhons how to move: then, waat a ditterent: 
and ſtate of the janer man will quickly tak: place! Charity 
will breathe her ſweets, and hope expand her blo ſoms:- 


Vn: 


We. © the perſanal virtucs diſplay their graces, and the foctal. 
ae oncs their fruits : the tearinents become gengrous; 
r ſer- ths 
wy * Negledis ure, da ſiltx innaſ.itur agi. Hor, 
wo + Tlus tran>formation vt the %, and renewal of the life, are 
Ys repreſented 10 icripture by fi-nilitides, very nearly allied to the mas» | 
7 ges uicd above. Gob, by ius fanstitying Spirit, will make the foul 
oy as a witered garden.  Uaicr the operation or tuis divige principle, 
3 the dejort ſhill rejcice, aud bm as the rœſe. Where: ever it exerts the 
ng* ii N 2 celiging 
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the carriage endearing; the life honourable and 
uſeful *. | 

O! that geverners of families, and maſters of ſchools, 
would watch, with a conicienticus ſolictude, over 
the morals of their tender charge! What pity it is, 
that the advancing generation ſhould loſe theie inva- 
luable endouments, threugh any ſupineneſs in their 
inſtructors I See! with what aflicuiy the curious flo. 
71/t attends his little puriſcry;z viſits them early and 
late; furniſhes them with the propercſt mold; fup- 
plies them with ſcalonable mu iſture; guards them 
irom the ravages of inſects; icreens them irom the 
injuries of the weather; merks their ſpringing buds; 
oblerves then attentively tkrough their whole pro- 
greſs; and never intermits bis anxiety, till he beholds 
them blown into full perfect on. — And ſhall a range 
of tainted leaves, that flouriſh to- day, and to-morrow 
fall to the ground— ſhail theſe be tended with more 
Zezicus application, than the noble faculties of an im- 
mortal ſoul ! 

Yet truſt not in cultivation alone; it is the blcfling 
of the almighty Huſbardman, that imparts /ucce/s to 
ſuch labours of love. It GOD“ feal up the bottles of 
« heaven,” and command the clouds to with-hold 
their fatneſs, the beſt manured plot becomes a barren 
deſart. And if HE reſtrain the dew of his heavenly 
benediction, all human endeavours miſcarry; the ra- 
tional plantation languiſhes; and our moſt pregnant 
hopes, from youths of the moſt promiſing genius, 
prove abortive, Their rect will be as ratenneſs, aud 


refining and ennobling energy, inſtead of the thorn all come up the fir- 
tree; and inſtead of the briar the n:jtile-trec, Jer. XxxI. 13. I. XIAIV. 1. 
II. Iv. 13. 

„ 


A teneris aſſucſcere tanti eſt | Virg. 


2 9 {ixpcy d.agtpti, 70 rg 1 Fc tu dug tx vewy great, 2432.4 


au Try, {AMY Ot To oay, Arijte!, The principles we imbibe, 


and the habits we contract, in our early years, are not matters of 
ſm.il moment, but of the utmoſt conſequence imaginable. They not on- 
ly give a tranſient or ſuperficial tinffure to our firſt appearance in 
lite; but moſt commonly amp the form of our ie future conduct, 
and even of our c:crnal ſtate. 
their 
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their bloJom will ga up as du *. — — Therefore, let pa- 
rents plant; let tutors water; but let both look up to 
the Father of /pirits for the deſired increale, 


Ox every ſile, I eſpy ſeveral budding flowers. As 
yet they are cloſely convolved, and wrapt within a 
ſtrong incloſure. All their bzauties lie concealed, and 
their ſweets lockæd up. Juſt ſuch is the niggardly 
wretch ; whoſe aims are all turned inward, and mean-, 
ly terminated upon himjef :; who makes his own pri- 
vate intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the fole centre 
of his defizns, aud the ſcanty circumference of all his; 
actions. 

But, ere long, the ſcarching beams will open theſe 
ſilken folds, and draw them into a graceful expanſian. 
Then, wat a Hvely bluſn will glow ia their cheeks 
and what a balmy vdour exhale from their boſoms ! 
80, when divine grace ſhines upon the mind, 
even the churl becomes bountiful the heart of ſtone is 
taken away; and a hcart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible 
of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate emotions, is intro- 
duced in its ſtzad. O! how tweetly do the ſocial af- 
fections dilate themielves, under ſo benign an influ- 
ence! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing gems, under the 
powerful eye of day. The tender regards are no 
longer confined to a ſiugle object; but extend them- 
ſ:lves into a generous concern for mankind, and ſhed 
liberal refreſhm-ats on all within their reach +. 

Ariſe then, tavu.ua of rigatcoutacis; arile, with. 


* If. v. 24. 

Now beautiful is the idzz, and how ſiznifizant the expreſſion, in 
that flac pallage of the prophet; waeie, delcribiag the wbarit ble 
ie per, he lays, —{f tn94 dr wout thy ou, ty the bargry 1 ——which, I 
think, may very properly te illuſtcatcd by the circunſtances obſer- 
ved above. The opening ot tuste buds zuto a large and cxtcntive 
ſpread, is a pretty poutrait f tne amplitude Of a gerer ous reart; which 
canuot ſhut up its comp li n, ur rcingin uncon tract at any hu nan 
calamity. Tac tree si and copioatacts with with their choncelt 
elleuccs, their atumait ſouls, are contra poacd vat, may re- 
preient, not only the vations d of 4a Uiwoancl Heer jb, Hut al- 
io that cwrdeat of oition, and yearning lnderng:, WILL WIKI LUCY e 


beſtowed, II. Ii. 10. 8 
N. 3; healing, 
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healing under thy wings; and transfuſe thy gentle, 
but penetrating ray, through all our intellectual powers. 
Enlarge every narrow diſpgſition, and fill us with a dif- 
Jufrve benevilence, Make room in our breaſts for 
the whole human race; and teach us to love all our 
fcllow-creatures, for their amiable. Creator's take, 
May we be pleaſed with their excecllencies, and rejvice 
at their happineſs; but feel their miſeries as our own, 
and, with a brother's !ympathy, haſten to relieve 
them |! 


D1syosED at proper diſtances, T obſerve a range 
of ſtrong and ſtately tall. They ſtand like towers, 
along the walls of a fortified city; or riſe like lofty 
ſpires, amidſt a group of houſes. They part, at the 
top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods: from each of 
which will be excluded, within a little time, a fine 
figure, of a very peculiar and inſtructive character: 


rounded into a form, that conſtitutes a petfett circle; 


ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank and communica» 


tive air; tinged with the colour, which, of all others, 


moſt captiivates the miſer's eye. 

But the property I chiefly admire, is its pa/lonate 
fendnefs for the fun. When evening with her thades 
comes on, the poor flower droops, and folds up its 
leaves. It mourns all the long night, like ſome forlora 
lover, for the abſence of the light. No ſooner does 
Providence open © the eye lids of the morning z? 
but immediately it “ addrefles itſelf to the object of its. 


affection ;, courts and carcfles-it all the day; nor ever 


loſes ſight of the refulgent charmer, fo long as he con- 
tinues above the horizon. 
may perceive it preſenting a golden boſom to the eaſt ;, 
at noon, it points upward to the middle y; in the. 


evening, follows ths ſame attractive influence to the 


weſt. 
Surely, nature is a, bock, and every page rich. 


with ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the garden. 


@- Ila ſuum, guamvis radice tenctur, 
Feri ili ad ſel em... Ovid. 
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turns freacher; and its blooming tenants are ſo many 
lively ſermons. What an engaging pattern, and what 
an excellent leſſon, have we here! So, let the 
redeemed cf the LorD lot unte JESUS“, and be con- 
formed to their Beloved, Let us all be heliztropes (if 
I may uſe the expreflion) to the Sun of righteouſneſs. 
Let our paſſions riſe and fall; take this courle or thatz 
as his word determines, as his holy example guides, 
Let us be fo accommodated, both to his commanding 
and providential will, as the wax is turned to the im- 
printed ſeal; or, as the aſpect of this enamoured 
flower, to the ſplendid ſtar, which creates our day. 
In every enz2yment, O thou watchſul Chriſtian, 
look unto JEsus; receive it as proceeding from his 
love, and purchaſed by his agonirs F. In every 
tribulation look unto JESUS ; mark his gracious hand, 
managing the fcourge; or mingling the bitter cup; 
attempering it to a proper degree of ſeverity ; adjuſt- 
ing the time of its continuance z and ready to make 
theſe teeming diſaſters productive of real good, —— 
In every iofirmity and failing, look unto Ixks us, thy 
mercitul High Prieſt; pleading his atoning blood, 
and making interceſſion for tranſgreſſors.—— In 
every prayer, look unto Jess, thy prevailing advo- 
cate; recommending thy devotions, and“ bearing the 
« iniquity of thy holy things 4.“ — ln every tempta- 


tion look unto JEsus, the author of thy ſtrength, 


and captain of thy ſalvation ; who alone is able to 
lift up the hands that hang down, to invigorate the 
enfeebled knees, and make thee more than conqueror 
over all thy enemies. — But eſpecially, when the 


hour of thy departure approaches; when“ thy fleſh. 
and thy heart fail;“ when all the ſprings of life are 


® Heb. xii. 2» 


} He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne; 
There's nt a gift bis band beſtous, 

But coſt hi, heart @ groan, 


+ Exod, xxviiz. 38, 


Watts. 
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Irr-prably breaking; then look uato JEsUs, with a 
belicving eye *. Like expiring Stephen, behold him 
ſtanding at the right hand of GopD, on purpoſe to 
ſuccour his people in this their laſt cxtremity, Yes, 
my Chriftiaa friend, when thy journey through life 
is tinithed, and thou art arrived on the very verge of 
mortality z whco thou art juſt launching out into the 
invittale worid, and all before thee is vaſt eternity; 
then, O then, be ſure to look ſtedfaſtly unto IEsus! 
% dec by fai: 1 the LoRD's CHRIST.“ View him, 23 
the only way F to the everlatting manſions; as the 
only dear to the abodes of bliſs, 


Vox tree that faces the ſouth, has ſomething: 


too remarkable to paſs without oblervation, —— Like 
the truittul, though feeble vine, ſhe brings forth a 


large family of branches: but, unable to ſupport 
them herlelf, commits them to the tuition of a funny 
wall. As yet the tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed 
their future blouffoms, However, I may anticipate. 
the well-known productions; and picture to myſelf 
the paſ/ion-/lower ; which will, in due time, with a 


long and copious ſucceſſion, adorn the boughs. 

I have read, in a profane author, of flowers inſcri- 
bed with the names of kings || ; but here is one, em- 
blazoned wich the mirks ot the bieeding Prince of life. 


I read, in thc inſpired writings, ot ajo/tolic men; 
who bors abut, in their bodies, the dying of the 
Loxp Jesus g: but here is a biogming religioſe, that 


carries apparant memorials of the amg tremendgus 
and fatal catattropie. 


horrid icene, pourtrayed on the ſoticit ornaments 


of the garden ls nature then actuated by the noble 


Let un ME, and *e ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, If, alv. 22. 


+ Joun -1v .  jcha x. 9. 


Dic. quius in ferris in creptt aumina rigum 


4\ GCauiut Jiores —— Virg. 


7 2 Cor. iv. 10. 


ambition 1 


Who would nave expected 
to find fuci a tragedy of woe, exhibited in a collection 
of the moſt. delicate deliyhts! Or to tee Calvary's 
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ambition, of paying commemorative honours to her 
agonizing Sovercign ? Is the kin:ly officious to remind 
forgetful mortals of that miracle of mer-y z which ir 
is their duty to contemplate, and their happineſs to 
believe ?—— Or, is a tive imagination my inter- 
preter; and all the ſuppoſed reſemblance no more 
than the precaricus ;loſs of fancy? Be it ſo: yet even 
fancy has her merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in fuch 
pleaſing imagery, the crucified Jresus. Nor ſhall I 
refuſe a willing regard to imagination berſclt ? when 
ſhe employs her creative power, to revive the ſenſe of 
ſuch unparallelled love, and prompt my gratitude to fo 
divine a friend. 

That ſpiral tendril, ariſing from the bottom of the 
ſtalk ;; is it a repreſentation of the /eourpge, which laſh- 
ed the Redeemer's unſpotted flcth ; and inflicted thoſe 
ſtripes, by which our ſouls are healed? Or, is it 
twiſted for the cord, which bound his hands in painful 
and ignominious confinement: thote bent cent hands, 
which were inceſſantly ſtretched out, to unloote the 
heavy burdens, and to impart bl:fiings of every choice 
kind? Bchold the natiis, which were drenched in 


his ſacred veins, and rivetted his feet to the accurſed 


tree: thoſe beautiful “ feet, which always went about 
doing good; and travelled far and near, to ſpread 
the glad tidings of everlaſting ſalvation, See the 
hammer, ponderous and mafly, that drove the rugged 
irons through the racked nerves; that forced a patiage 
for thoſe dreadful wedges, between the diflocated 
bones. — View the thorns, which encircled our royal 
Maſter's brow, and ſhot their keen afflictive points 
into his ble fed head: that head, which was ever me- 
ditating peace to poor ſinners; and ſpent many a 
waketul night in ardent prayer for their happineſs. 
O the {mart ! the fiercely throbbing ſmart ! when, in- 
ſtead of the triumphal laurel, or the odoriferous gar- 
laud, that pungent and ragged wreath, was planted 


H beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth goed tidirgs, that pus 
bliſheth peace, thai inge gad ligirgs of good; that puviifheth ſavaticn! 
II. Iii. 7, 


O 


OIL a, - 1 r. 


ae a „ m5 
4s AS 74 
—— 

—— EE YSYeeT 


9 
«+ 


#3 
4 
= 
1 
4 
45 
Þ 


- 
. 2 £ 


* — 
2 5 : 
— — - 
- —— 
— 1 


— 
= 


At re roo — 
-»” — p 


- — 
— — 


_ T 4 
4 2 — 
— — . = * 
— p * . 
E IC — 2— ET 


. 
— 
A —_— 


154 REFLECTIONS ON A 


on the meek M-Mil's forehead ! when rude and bar. 
barous blows of the ſtrong eaſtern cane *, ſtruck the 
prickly crown, and fix 4 ev-ry thorn deep in his ten. 
der temples +. There ſtand the diſciples, ranged in 
the green impalement; and forming a circle, round 
the inſtruments of their great Commander's torture, 
They ſtind wedged in firm batalion; and appear like 
ſo many faithful adherents, that breathe a gallant 
reſolution, either of defeating their LokD to the lat 
extremity, or of dropping, in honourable deaths, by 
his file. , O] that they had given fuch proofs of zeal 
and fideliqy in their conduct, as thzir ſtandy poſture, 
and determined aſpect, feem to promiſe! But, alas! 
what is human firmneſs, when deſtitute of ſuccours 
from above, but an expiring vapour £ Wnat is every 
faint, it unſupported by powerful grace, but an aban- 
doned traityr ? - O zlerve the glory delineated in 
double rays, grand with imperial purple, and rich with 
#thereal blue. But, ah! how incapable are threads, 
though ſpun by ſummer's fineſt hand; though dyed. 
in ſaows, or dipped in heaven; to diſplay the imma- 
culate excellency of his human, or the incfable majeſty 
of his divine nature! Compared with cheſe ſublime 
perfections, the molt. vivid aſſemblage of colours, 


* Trey tick the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and ſmote bim on the 


bead! and lo, as it were, nailed down the thorns into his forchead 


and temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite pain, as well as a 


« great efuſjon of blood.” — Family Expojitor, Vol. I l. ſect. 188.——. 


% it is moſt probable, adds ihe ſame judiciaus critic, this was a walk- 
ing ſtaff, wiich they put into his hand as a ſceptre; for a blow 
** with a flight reed would ſcarce have hen felt, or have deſerved 
* mention in a detiil of ſuch dreadful ſufferings ”? 01 

f The ſmart attending this unpatallelled piece of contemptuous 
barba:ity muſt be inexpreſidly jevere; not only on account of the 
many painful punctates made in the fieih ; but principally becauſe 
the periſteam, a moſt exquiſitely ſeuſble tegument of the bones, l- 
ing in thoſe parts very ucar the external thin, muſt receive a mule 
titade of moſt teriible wounds. The anguith of which could not 
fail of being inflamed to an exceſs of rage, by the continunce of'fo 
many thorny lancets, iu that extremely tener membrane; which, 
in ſuch a calc, 


-trembling alive all o'er. 
Muſt ſalart, aud agonize at £+ Ty pore. 


fade 
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fades into an unmeaning flatneſs: the moſt charming 
effects of light and ſhade, are not only mere daubings, 
but an abſolute blank. 

Among all the beautics, that ſhine in ſunny robes, 
and ſip the ſilver deus; fis, I think, has the nobleft 
import, it not the finet preſence. Were they all to 
pals in review, and expect the award of ſuperiority 
from my deciſion; I ſhould not hcfitate a moment. 
Be the prize aſſigned to this amiable candidate; which 
has ſo eminently diſtinguithed, and ſo highly dignified 
herſelf, by bearing fuch a remarkable reiemblance to 
te the righteous Branch *; the Plant of renown.“— 
While others appoint it a place in the parterre ; I 
would tranſplant the paſſion- flower, or rather transfer 
its ſacred fipniticancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, 
both in ſummer and in winters, bloom, in the moſt 
impreſlive characters, and with an undecaying luſtre, 
That I alſo may wear—— wear on my very foul, the 
traces of IMMANUEL; picrccd for my 11::s, and brui- 
ſed for my rranigreflions. That | alto may be crucified 
with CHRIST T: at leaſt, in penitential remorſe, and 
affectionate ſympatky, That I may knew the fellowſhip 
ef his ſufferings ; and feel all my evil affections 
wounded by his agonics, mortified by his death. 


THERE is another ſubject of the verdant kingdom, 
which makes fo very uncommon a figure, as juſtly 
claims my particular notice. One ſo extremely di- 
dent in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her conſtitutions 
that ſhe darcs not venture hericlt abroad in the open 
air: but is nurſed up in the warmth of a hot bed, and 
lives cloiſtercd in the cells of a ęreen-Heiſe. But, 
the moſt curious peculiarity is, That, ct all her kindred» 
ſpecies, ſhe alone purt.ik.s of perceftive life: at leaft 


advances neareſt to this more eat {tate of being; 
and may be loked on as the lidk wich connects the 


animal and the vegetable world. A ſtranger obſerving 


so the bleſſed Jesvs is deſcribed by Jer. xxiii- 5, by Ezck, 
xxiv. 29. 

f Gal. ii. 20. 1 Phil. iii. 10. | 
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her qualities, would almoſt be induced to ſuſpect, 
that the is enducd with ſome inferior degrees of con. 
ſciouſneſs and caution. For, if if you offer to handle 
this /enſitive plant, ſhe immediately takes the alarm; 
haſtily contracts her fibres; and, like a perſon under 
apprehenſions of violence, withiraws rom your finger 
in a kind of precipitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauty 
of her aſpect might be ſullied, or the niceneſs of 
her texture diſcompoſed by the human touch, 
Therefore, like a coy virgin, ſhe keeps at a diſtance 
from all unbecoming familiarities ; and will admit no 
ſuck improper, if not pernicious, freedoms, 
Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect; it 
ſuggeſts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian, 
Such thould be ur apprehenſive timorous care, with re- 
gard to fin; and all, even the moſt diſtant approaches 
of vice. We ſhould avoid the very appearance of e- 
vil, and ſtand aloof from every occaſion of falling. — 
If finners entice; if forbidden pleaſures tempt; or if 
opportunity beckons, with tbe gain of injuſtice in her 
hand: turn from the gilded mare; touch not the 
beauteous bane ; but fly, fly with haſte, fly without 
any delay, from the bewitching ruvin.—Does anger 
draw near with her lighted torch, to kindle the flame 
of reſentment in our breaſts? Does fAattery ply our 
ears with her enchanting and intoxicating whiſpers ? 
Would diſcontent lay her leaden hand upon our tem- 
pers, and mould into our minds her four leaven ; in 
order to make us a burden to ourſelves, and unami- 
able to Others? Inſtanily lit us divert our attention 
from the dangerous objects; and not ſo much endea- 
vour .to antidote, as to ſhun, the moral contagion. 
Let us revolve, in our meditations, that wonderful 
meekneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter z which, amidit the 
moſt abuſive and provoking intults, maintained an 
uniiorm tenor of urſhaken ſerenity. Let us contem- 
Plate that prodigious humiliation : which brought him, 


from an infinite height above all worlds, to make his 


bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſooth our jarring, 
our uncaſy paſſions, by an attentive reflection on 
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that chearfulneſs and reſignation ; which rendered him, 
in the deepeſt poverty, unfeignedly thankful ; and, un- 
der the heavieſt tribulations, molt ſubmillively paticat, 


HaRBOUR not, therefore, on any conſideration, 
the betrayer of your virtue, Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, 
to the b-guiling ſolicitation. If it obtrude into the 
unguarded heart, give it entertainment no not for 
a moment. To parley with the enemy, is to open a 
door for deſtruction. Our fafety conſiſts in flight: 
and, in this caſe, ſſicion is the trucſt prudence ; fear 
the greateſt bravery.—Play not on the brink of the 
precipice. Flutter not round the edges of the flame, 
Dally not with the ſtings of death. But reject, with 
a becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abhorrence, 
the very firſt inſinuations of iniquity : as cautiouſly 
as the ſinarting ſore ſhrinks even from the ſofteſt hand, 


as conſtantly as this zealous plant recoils at the ap- 
proaching touch *. 


Nor long ago, theſe curious productions of the 
ſpring were coarſe and mil-thapen roots. Had we 


The prophet 1/41ah, in an elegant and lively deſcription of the 
upright man, ſays, He fp keith his hands from holding of bribes; and 1 may 
add, from practifing any kind of iniquity. The image, excecdingly 
beautitul, and equally expreſſive, both 1lluſtratcs and enforces the 
doctrine of this whole ſection Shaketh his hands; juſt as 2 
perſon would do, who happens to have burning coals fall into his lap, 
oi ſome vergmous creature faſtening upon bis fleſh In ſuch a cate, 
none would ſtand a moment to conſider; none would debate with 
hinſclt the expediency of the thing; but inſtantly fling off the per- 
nicious incumbrance ; inſtantly endeavour to diſengage himielf 
from the clinging miſchief. If. xxx14, 15- 

I have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſbing immediately the 
very /irjt ſparks of temptation, in a vagiety of views, Becauſe, a 
proper behaviour, in this conjunCture, is of ſuch vaſt ini/portince 
to the purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of our minds, Lecau'e, 
I had the »£y:1 ei in my eye: who, deterriny his pupils from 
the path of the wicked, cries, with an air of deep concern, and in 
the language o vebement importunity, cries, Avoid 7 not by it; 
turn from it; ond p awiy. How ſtrongly is the counſel urged, by 
being fo frequently repeated ; in ſuch a remarkable diverſity of coneiie 


and abrupt, conſequently of forcible and preitiog admonitions. 
Prov. iv. 15. 


VoL. I. O opened 
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opened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed, how 
uncouth and contemptible had their appearance been | 
— But now they are the boaft of nature; the delight of 
the ſons of men ; finiſhed patterns for ennamelling and 
embroidery; outſhining even the Sappieft frokes of the 
pencil. They are taught to bloom, but with a very 
inferior luſtre *, in the richeſt tapeſtries, and moſt 
magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts to equal their 
incomparable elegancies; but places all her merit in 
copying after theſe delicate originals. Even thoſe, that 
glitter in ſilver, or whole cloathing is of wrought gold; 
are proud to burrow additional ornaments from a 
ſprig of jeſſamine, or a little affemblage of pinks. 

W hat a fine idea may we form from hence, of the 
reſurrection of the zr/t, and the ſtate of their reanima- 
ted bodies! As the roots even of our choiceſt flowers, 
when depoſited in the ground, are rude and ungrace- 
ful; but when they ſpring up in blooming lite, are 
moſt exquiſitely elegant; to the poor fleſh of a faint, 
when committed to the duſt, alas! whatis it? A 
heap of corruption; a maſs ot putrefying clay. But, 
when it obtys the great archangel's call, and ſtarts into 
renewed exiſtence ; Ol what an aſtoniſhing change en- 
ſues ! what a moſt prodigious improvement takes place! 
— That which was ſown in weakneſs, will be raiſed 
in all the vivacity of power. That which was ſown 
in deſermity, will be raiſcd in the bloom of celeſtial 
beauty ; and ſhine “ as the brightneſs of the firma- 
« ment,” when it darts the inimitable blue through 
the fleeces—the ſnowy fleeces of ſome cleaving cloud. 

Fear not then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not at 
the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb, Thy 
ſeul thou mayeſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, 
who is LorD of the unſeen world; ** who has the 
« keys of hell and of death.” Moſt tately mayeſt thou 


Ihe cowſlip ſmiles in bighter yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt : 
A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the rote, 
Ian that which on the bridegroom's veſtments flows. 
Prior's Sol. 
tuft 
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w truſt thy better part, in thoſe beneficent hands, which 
T were pierced with nails, and faſtened to the ignomi- ö 
of nious tree, for thy ſalvation.— And with regard to * 
id thy feſbly tabernacle, be not diſmayed; it is only ta- pt 
ne ken down to be rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in a Pl. 
ry more heavenly form. If it retire into the ſhadow of | 
ft death, and gloom of the grave; it is only to return x 
ir from a ſhort confinement to endleſs liberty. It it dies, 1 
in it is in order to rite more illuſtrious from its ruins; 8 
at and wear an infiaitely brighter face of perfection, and '# 
1, of glory “. | 1 
a Having now made my panzgyric ; let me next take 1 
up a lamentation, for the ſwecteſt productions of the 
he vegetable world. — For I forſee their approaching iq 
la- doom: yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcencs | i 
rs, vaniſh: yet a little while,, and all the tweets of the 1 
e- breathing, all the beauties of the blooming ſpring, A 
Ire periſh. Every one of theſe amiable forms mult be | 
nt, ſhrivelled to deformity, and trodden to the earth.— 1 
A Significant reſemblance this, of all created beauty. 1 


a 3 2 
+. 23 "FIZ 
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ut, All fleſh is graſt, faith the prophetic voice, and all the 
o goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the field. Behold 
en- then, ye brighteſt among the daughters of Eve ; behold 
cc! yourſelves in this glats. See the charms ot your per/on 
ſed eclipſed by the luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the 
wh frailty of your flate repreſented, + by their tranſient 
tial glories. 
® The wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 


_- | Live in their deaths, and flourith from the grave, 
gh Grain hid in earth repays the peaſaut's care ; 
ad, | Aud cv'ning ſuns but ſet to riſe more fair. 
at T Kai To poder Gad est, 44e Xeover 4% ung 41 1. 
'by K att To 160 x26) 85H £1 hinge, g Texv ,- 
er N AtKGy To KEewey eg, AagfννενẽLdulA - 
2 Ade Xiav Meyut, oy T4K4/21 A ty hu" 
the Þ Kai #4). 05 4446) 651 T9 Taidingy, ANN GN Cn 
ou Theocr. Idy!. 2 
7 When ſucus deſcend, and robe the ſields 
In Winter's bright array; 
Touch'd by the tun, the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 
When Spring appears; when violets blow, 
Aud 1thcd a rich perfume ; 
uff | 9 2 
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glories. A fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed veins; 


a conſumption emaciate the dimpling cheeks; a load earth 
of unexpected ſorrows depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits. Or, 157 4 
if theſe diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; yet the 1 
age, inexorable age, and wrinkles will come at laſt; here 
will wither the fine features, and blaſt every ſprightly "gy a 
Face. . 
K Then ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are darken- 1 
ed, and ſink in their orbs; when they are rolling in 1 


agonics, or ſwimming in death How will you ( 
Suſtain the ajfliction? How will you repair the ifs f—— = "gs 
Oh! apply your thoughts to religion; chooſe and f & 
attend to the one thing needful. Believe in, and imi- 1 RN 
tate, the bleſſed Jesvs: then ſhall your ſouls mount TO 
up to the realms of happineſs; when the well-propor. N 
tioned clay is mingliag with its mean original. The 

bright beams of Gop's countenance will irradiate, 
with a matchleſs perfection, all their faculties. Clean - 
ſed entirely from every dreg of corruption, like ſome A 
unſullied mirror, they will reflect the complete image i 
of their. Creator's holineſs.—O ! that you would thus res 


dreſs your minds, and prepare for the immortal ſtate! _— 
| Then, from ſhining among your fellow-creatures on 4 nap 
How ſoon the fragrance breathes its laſt} both 
How ſhort-liv'd is the bloom of tl 
1 Freſh ; deligl 
reſh in the morn, the Summer roſe, 
Hangs wither'd ere its noon ; and c 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, little 
But mourn the pleaſure gone. laid: 
With gliding fire, an ev'ning ſtar diant 
Streaks the autumnal ſkies; comn 
Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, To 
And in an inſtant dies. 
the 7: 
Such are the charms that fluſh the check, Soils: 
| And ſparkle in the eye; 
| 5 im' drink 
So, from the lovely finiſh'd form 
ö The tranſient gr aces fly. and r 
| To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, every 
| Their atteſtation bring : EVEN | 
F 7] hey warn the fair; their ev'ty round £ 
q Confirms the truth 1 vg. | FY 


earth, 


th, 
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earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the 
throne of God for ever and ever. Then, from being 
the ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of our eyes, 
here below; you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy tranſition, in- 
to angels of light; and become “an everlaſting excel- 
„ lency, the joy of all generations.“ 


YES; ye fluery nations, ye muſt all decay. — Ton- 
der lily, that looks like the queen of the gay creation: 
—ſce, how gracefully it erc&s its majeſtic head! 
What an air of dignity and grandeur ennobles its a- 
ſpect! For elevated mien, as well as incomparable 
luſtre, juſtly may it be preferred to the magnificent 
monarch of the eaſt “. But, all ſtately and charming 
as it is, it will hardly ſurvive a few more days: that 
unſpotted whiteneſs muſt quickly be tarnithed ; and 
the ſnowy form defiled in the duſt. 


As the /ily pleaſes with the noble ſimplicity of its 
appearance, the fulip is admired for the gaiety and 
multiplicity of its colours. What a profuſion of dyes 
arrays its painted cup! Its tinges are fo glowing z its 
contraſts ſo ſtrong z and the arrangement of them 
both ſo elegant and artful ! lt was lately the pride 
of the border, and the reigning beauty of the 
delightful ſeaſon. As exquilitely fine as the rainbow, 
and almoſt as extremely tranſicnt, it ſpread, for a 
lntle moment, its glittering plumage: but has now 
laid all its diſtinguithed honours down. Thoſe ra- 
diant ftripcs are blended, alas! rudely blended, with 
common mould. 

To a gracetul ſhipe, and blooming complexion, 
the reſe adds the moit axrecable perfume. Our no- 
ſtrils make it repeated viſits and are never weary of 
drinkit'g in its ſweets. A fragrance, fo peculiarly rich. 
and revivinę, tranſpires from its opening tutts,. that 
every one c vets its acquaintance, How have | teen 
even the accomplithed Chara, for whom ſo many vo- 


Match. vi. 29. 


O 3; tariea 


» 14 
. 
* 
k 
*-of 
4 
£4 
Ss 4 
q 
} 
i 
| 


4 , * 
* ; ; | ; ; —— — — 
— — — —— 5 
. n ws — —a . A > 
N — - 9. 2 Rs 1 
— LED 


0 
p 
5 
. 


— * — — 
2 — > 7 _ 


- —— —_— 
. mA. 
PST > (FORE XX _ 
— — —— _ 5 — * * FI by. + 
— 5 - 
2 = 


* 
—— 


- —— OI EI AA; 


— 

9 ow 4; 
— — . 
— 


* - 


4) >. we 
— 


bb — 
AL 
—— 6 FORO WT 
- 


— 
= 
* 


3 
. 
* 


Y IF 22 
ws — Wa _ A — * 
K — * X _——_— _  __ 


— 
— 


- »-» ht M — 
* — PR 5 ow * oo Pa == = 

-” — 2 
— — — n XK... — 4 . 


— - 


—— — 


— 


——— ——— ac. 5 > 02 EA tor 


162 REFLECTIONS ON A 


taries languiſh, fondly careſſing this little flower! 
That lovely boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and 
virtue; whoſe leaſt excellency it is, to rival the deli- 
cacy of the pureſt ſnows; among a thouland charms 
of its own, thinks it poſſible to adopt another from 
the damaſk roſe-bud. —— Yet even this univerſal fa- 
vourite muſt tail. Its native balm cannot preſerve it 
from putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, muſt it relign all 
thoſe endearing qualities; and hang neglected on its 
ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the ground. 

One could with, methinks, thoſe lovelieſt of the 
inanimate race a longer exiſtence : but in vain : they 
fade almoſt as ſoon as they flauriſb: within lefs than a 
month their plorics are extinct. Let the tun take a 
few more journeys through the {ky; then viſit this 
enchanting walk; and you will find nothing but a 
wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks, 
But O! (my foul exults in the thought) the garment 
of celeſtial glory, which ſhall ere long array the re- 
animated body, will never wax old. The illuſtrious 
robes of a Saviour's conſummate righteouſneſs, which 
are appointed to deck the juſtified ſpirit, are incor- 
ruptible and immortal. No moth can,cerrode their 
texture; no number of ages ſully their brightneſs. 
The light of day may be quenched, and all the ſtars 
fink in obſcurity; but the honours of © juſt men 
„ made pci fact,“ are ſubject to no diminution : inex- 
tinguiſhable and unfading is the luitre of their crown, 


YES; ye flywery nations, ye muſt all decay,— . 


Winter, like tome enraged and irreſiſtabie conqueror, 
that carries fire and iword where-ever he advances 
demolithes towns; depopulates countries; ſpreads 
flaughter and de{clation on every lide—do, juſt ſo, 
will winter, with his {avage and unrelcnting blajts, in- 
vade this b-auti:ul proſpect. The ſtorms are gather- 
ing, and the tepveits muſtering their rage, to fall 


upon the vegetable kingdoms. They will ravage 


through the dominions of nature; and plunder her 
riches, and lay waſte her charms, — Then, ye trees, 
muſt 
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muſt ye ſtand ſtript of your verdant apparel; and, ye 
fields, be ſpoiled of your waving treaſures. Then, the 
earth, diſrobed of all her gay attire, muſt fit, in 
ſables, like a diſconſolate widow : the ſun too, that 
now rides in triumph round the world, and ſcatters 
gaiety from his radiant eye, will then look faintly 
from the windows of the ſouth; and, caſting a ſhort 
glance on our dejected world, will leave us to the un- 
comfortable gloom of tedious nights. — Then theſe 
pretty chori/lers of the air will chant no more to the 
gentle gales. 'The lark, the linnet, and all the fea- 
thered ſongſters, abandon their notes, and indulge 
their woes. Mute is every thrill and tuneful pipe: 
the harmony of the woods is at an end: and ſilence, 
(unleſs interrupted by howling winds), ſullen filence, 
fits brooding upon the boughs ; that are now made 
vocal, by a thouſand warbling throats, 

But, O!] raviſhing remembrance! the ſongs of 


ſaints in light never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs. All 


heaven will reſound with the melody of their grati— 
tude; and all eternity echo to their triumphant accla- 
mations. The Hallelij ahs of that world, and the hare 
monious joy of its inhabitants, will be as laſting as the 
divine perfections they celebrate, Come then, ho- 
ly love, and tune my heart; deſcend, celcitial fire, 
and touch my tongue that | may ſtand ready to ſtrike 
up, and bear my part, in that great n, that 
everlaſting hy mn. 


YES; yes; ye flowery nations, ye muff all decay,— 
And, indeed, could you add the //rength of an oak, 
or the ability of a pyramid *, to aul the delicacy of 

your 


* I know not anv performance, in which the tranſitory nature of 


theſe mult durable monuments of human grandeur, is hinted wich 
ſuch a modeſt ar of inſtiuctior; or their hideous ruin deſcribes, in 


ſuch « pomp of plcaling hortor ; as in a ſmall, but ſolen en, pictu- 


reſque, and majeſtic poem, inititled—The RUINS of ROME, writ- 
ten by the Rev. Mr Dyer; whom the reader (it he has the pleature 
of pe: uſing hat beautzfu! piece) wil ealily perccive, to have crawn 
from the 9r:ginels tlie mſelves; as noth pg but the ſigh; of thoſe 2 

u cent 
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your texture; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, 
would your duration be. For 1 /ee, that all things 
come to an end. The pillars of nature are tottering; 


the foundations of the round world are falling away: 


« The heavens themſelves wax old like a garment,” — 
But, amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our 
refuge ; this our conſolation ; We know that our Re- 
deemer livetb. Thy years, bleſſed Jesus, ſhall not 
fail: from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art ſtill the 
fame; the ſame moſt excellent and adorable Being; the 
ſame omnipotent and faithful friend; the ſame all- 
ſufficient and ineſtimable portion. O! may we but 
partake of thy merits; be ſanctified by thy grace; and 
received into thy glory | —Then periſh? it ye will, all 
inferior delights. Let all that is ſplendid in the ſkies 
expire, and all that is amzable in nature be expunged, 
Let the whole extent of creation be turned again into 


one undiſtinguiſhable void; one univerſal blanx 


yet, if Gop be ours, we ſhall have enough: if Gop be 
ours, we ſhall have all; and abound “: all that our cir- 
cumſtances can want, or our wiſhes crave, to make 
us inconceivably bleſſed and happy; bleſſed and happy, 
not only through this little interval of time, but 
through the unmcaſurable revolutions of eternity. 


THE fun is now come forth in his frength; and 
heats fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe. Let me 
retire to yonder inviting arbour. There the wood- 
bines retain the lucid drop; and the jeſſamines, that 
line the verdant alcove, are ſtill impearled with dews. 
Welcome, ye refreſbing ſhades! I feel, I feel, 


nificent remains, Qould have inſpired his lines with. ſuch vivacity. 
| As a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation of the: 
remark ſuggeſtcd above, I take leave to tranſcribe the following. 
paſſage; 


— The pilgrim oft, 
At dead ot night, mid his oraiſon hears 
Aghaſt the voice of time, diſparting tow'rs. 
Tumb:iing all precipitate down daſh'd, 
Rattling arround, loud thund'riny to the moon. 


His hand the good man faſtens on the ikies, 
And bids carth roll, nor teels the idle whirl. 3 
N ight-Thoughts, No. IV: 
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your chearing influence. My languid ſpirits revive 
the ſlackened finews are new. ſtrung; and life bounds 
briſker through all her crimſon- channels. 

Reclined on this moſſy couch, and ſurrounded by 
this fragrant coolneſs; let me renew my aſpirations to 
the ever-preſent deity, Here let me remember, and 
imitate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica. 
Who, being engaged in ditcourle, on the beauties of 
the viſible creation, roſe, by theſe ladders, to the 
glories of the inviſible ſtate; till they were inſpired 
with the moſt affecting ſenſe of their ſupereminent ex- 
cellency and actuated with the molt ardent breathings 
after their full enjoyment. Infomuch, that they were 
almoſt wrapt up into the bliſs they contemplated ; and 
ſcarce * knew, whether they were ia the body, or out 
„of the body.“ 


WEN fempeſis toſs the ocean: when plaintive ſig- 
nals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing deep; and 
melancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come floating on 
the foaming ſurge: then, how delightful to ſtand 
fate on ſhore, and hug one's ſelf in conſcious ſecurt- 
ty *! —When a g/ut of waters burſts from ſome 
mighty torrent; ruſhes headlong over all the neigh- 
bouring plains; ſweeps away the helpleſs cattle; and 
drives the affrighted ſhepherd from his hut: then, 
from the top of a diſtant eminence, to deſcry the 
danger we need not fear; how pleaſing !—Such, 
methinke, is my preſent ſituation ; for, now, the ſun 
blazes from on high: the air glows with his fire: the 
fields are rent with chinks : the roads are {corched to 
duſt : the woods ſeem to contract a ſickly aſpect, and 
a ruſſet hue : the traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens 
to his inn, and intermits his journey: the labourery 


* A+ Lucretius gave the hint fur theſe obſervation+ ; ſo he aſſigns 


the re-ſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not from the conſidera- 
ti n ot ansther's miſery; this would argue the rankeſt malcvolence: 
but from the agrecable contemplition of our cwn perſonal jafeiy z 
which, whi'e we view circumſtan-e> that are pernicious to others, 
but harmleſs to ourſelves, is not a little heightened by the contraſt. 
w=SUGUC Mari maguo, Kos 
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bathed in ſweat, drops the ſcythe, and deſiſts from his 
work: the cattle flee to ſome ſhady covert, or elſe pant 
and toſs under the burning noon. Even the ſtubborn 
rock, ſmit with the piercing beam, is ready to cleave, 
All things languiſb beneath the dazzling deluge. — 
While I ſhall enjoy a cc hour, and calm reflection; 
amid the gloom of this bowery receſs, that ſcarce admits 
one ſpeck of ſun- hine. 

Thus, may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, dwelt 
beneath the defence of the Mot High, and abide under 
the ſhadow of the Almiyhty *. Then, though f the 
peftilence walketh in darkneſs, and the ſickneſs deſtroy» 
eth at noon- day: though thouſands fall beſide us, and 
ten thouſands at our right hand; we need fear no e- 
yil, Either the deſtroying angel ſhall paſs over our 
houſes; or elſe he ſhall diſpenſe the carrections of a 


Friend, not the ſcourges of an enemy, which, inſtead 


of hurting us, ſhall work for our good. — Then, 
though prefaneneſs and infidelity, far more malignant 
evils, breathe deadly contagion, and taiot the morals 
of multitudes around us ; yet, if the great Father of 


Ipirits “ hide us in the hollow of his hand,” we ſhall 


hold faſt our integrity, and be faithful unto death. 

Let then, deareſt Lok p, O!] let thy ſervant, and 
the people committed to his care, be received into thy 
protection. Let us take ſanctuary under that Tree of 
life, erected in thy ignominious croſs ; let us fly for 
ſafety to that City of refuge, opened in thy bleeding 
wounds. Theſe ſhall be a ſacred hiding - place, not to 
be pierced by the flames of divine wrath, or the ficry 
darts of temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfect 
obedience, ſhall be to our ſouls, as rivers of water in 
« dry place, or as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weas 
ry land . 

But moſt of all, in that aft tremendous day, when 


the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapt up like a ſcroll; 


* Pfal. xci. 1. 


+ This was written when a very infectious and mortal diſtemper 
taged n the neighbourhood. 
t II. XXIII. 2. 


when 
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when thy almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun in his 
carcer, and daſh to pieces the ſtructure of the uni- 
verſe : when the dead, both fmall and great, ſhall be 
gathered before the throne of thy glory; and the 
fates of all mankind, hang on the very point of a 
fnal irreverſible deciſion :-— then, bleſſed JEsus, 
let us be owned by thee, and we ſhall not be aſhamed ; 
defended by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may 
we at that awful, that unutterably important junc- 
ture, be covercd with the wings of thy redeeming love; 
and we ſhall behold all the horrible convu.fions of 


expiring nature, with compoſure, with comfort! We 


ſhall even welcome the contummation of all things, as 
the times of refreſhing frem the preſence of the Logy *, 

There are, I perceive, who {til attend the flowers 
and, in defiance of the fun, ply their work on cvery 
expanded bloſſom. The bees, I mean, that nation of 
chymitis! ro whom nature has communicated the rare 
and valuable ſecret, of enriching themſclves, without 
impoveriſhing others. Who extract the moſt delicious 
ſyrup from cvery fragrant herb, without wounding 
its ſubſtance, or dimmiſhing its odours. I take the 
more notice of theie ingenious operators, becaule I 
would willingly make them my pattern . While the 
gay butterfly flutters her painted wings, and ſips a 
little fantattic delight, only for the preſent moment: 
while the gloomy ider worſe than idly buſicd, is 
preparing his inſiuiouz nets for deſtruction 3 or fuck» 
ing venom even from the moſt wholeſome plants: 
this frugal community arc wiſely employed in provi- 
ding for tuturity, and collecting a copious ſtock of 
the moſt balmy rreatures. And, OI might theſe 
meditations fink into my fuul! would the GOD who 
ſuggeſted each hcavenly thought, vouchſafe to convert 
it into an e/tabliſbed principle ; to determine all my in- 
clinations, and regulatc my whole conduct; I ſhould 


Acts iii. 19. 
+ Ego apis mating 
Mere modogue | 
@rata carpentis thyme. | Mor. 


then 
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then gather advantages from the ſame blooming ob. 
jets 3 more precious than your golden ſtores, ye in- 
duſtrious artiſts. I allo ſhould go home laden with 
the riche/t ſweets, and nobleſi ſpoils, though I crop not 
a leaf, nor call a ſingle lower my own, 


HERE I behold, aſſembled in ene view, almoſt all 
the various beauties, that have been ſeverally enter. 
taining my imagination. The viſtas, ſtruck through an 
ancient wood, or formed by rows of vencrable clms ; 
conducting the ſpectator's obſervation to ſome amiable 
object; or leading the traveller's footſteps to this de- 
lightful fear : the walls, enriched with fruit-trees, 
and faced with a covering of their leafy extenſions 
I ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different picces 
of nature's nobleſt tapcſtry : the walks, neatly 
ſhorn, and lined with verdure ; or finely ſmoothed, and 
coated with gravel :—the alleys, arched with ſhades, 
to embower our noon-tide repoſe z or thrown open 
for the free acctſſion of air, to invite us to our even- 
ing recreations : the decent edoings ot box, that 
incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, each beautiful compart- 
ment, and its ſplendid figures: the ſhapely ever- 
greens and fA;wering ſhrubs; that ſtrike the eye, and 
appear with peculiar dignity in this diſtant ficuation : 
—the baſen, with its cryſtal fount, floating in the cen— 
tre, and diffuſing an agrecable fre thnets through the 
whole :—the waters falling from a remote caſcade z 


and gently murmuring as they flow along the pebbles: 


w—— theſe, added to the re/t ;, and all ted diſputcd, that 
each recommends and endears each; render the whole 


a moſt ſweet raviſhing ſcene of order aud varicty, of 


elegance and magnificence. 

From ſo many lovely proſpeQs, cluſtering vpon 
one's fight, it is impoſſible not to be reminded of Ha- 
ven: that world of bliſs; thote regions of light; 
where the Limb that was fl:in manitcſts his bearific 
preſence, and his ſaints live tor evermore, — But O! 
what pencil can ſketch out a draught of that goodly 
land ? what language expreis the incomparable ſplen- 

dors 


FLOWER. G ARD E N. 165 


dors of IMManveL's kingdom? Would ſome celeſtial 
hand draw afide the veil, but for one moment, and 
permit us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe divine a- 
bodes; how would all ſublunary poſſeſſions become 
tarniſhed in our eyes, and grow flat upon our taſte | 
One tranſient glimpſe of thoſe unutterable beatitudes, 
would captivate our ſouls, and engroſs all their faculties, 
Eden itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would appear a chearleſs 
tleſart; and all earthly charms, intolerable deformity. 


Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of 


Gor *. Volumes have been written, and thoſe by 
inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfections. 
All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible crea- 
tion, has been called in to aid our conceptions, and 


elevate our ideas. But, indeed, no tongue can. 


utter, no pen deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, what 


Gop, of his unbounded munificence, has prepared 


for them that love him. Seeing then that all 
terreſtrial things muſt come to a ſpeedy end; and 
there rem ineth ſuch a reſt, ſuch a bliſsful an] ever- 
laſting reſt for the people of Gop; let me never be 
too fondly attached to any preſent ſatisfactions. Wean- 
ed from whatever is temporal, may I maintain a ſupe- 
rior indifference for ſuch tranſitory enjoy ments; but 
long, long carneſtly for the manſions that are above 
the paradiſe “ which the Lok D hath planted, and not 
© man.” Thither may I tranſmit the chief of my con- 
verſation ; and from thence expect the whole of my 
happineſs. Be that the ſacred, powerful magnet, which 
ever influences my heart; ever attracts my affections. 
There, are ſuch tranſcendent glories, as eye hath 
not ſcen: there, are fuch tranſporting pleaſures, as car 


has not heard: there, is ſuch a fulncſs of joys, as the 


thought of man cannot conceive. 

Into that conſummate felicity z thoſe eternal frui- 
tions; permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, 
an abundant entrance: and to aſſure you, that this 
with is breatned, with the fame ſiucerity and ardour, 
for my honoured correſpondent, as it is, Ma Dau, for 

Tour mo/t obeuient, &c. 


® P21]. I:xxxvii. 3. J. Herve . 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand I ſes: 
The ties it form'd, and yet it bled for me. 
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F the reader pleaſes to look back to page 136, he 
1 will find me engaged by a promiſſory note, to ſub- 
join aDESCANT upon CREATION. 
To know the love CHRIST; to have ſuch a deep 
apprehenſion of his un{peakable kindneſs, as may pro- 
duce in our bearts an adoring gratitude to his dying. 
M :jcſty, and an untcigned faith in his precious me- 
Tits; this, according to St Paul's eſtimate, is the high- 
eſt and happicſt attainment in the ſacred ſcience of 
Chriſtianity “. The following is an attempt to aſſiſt 
the attentive mind. in learning a line or two of that. 
beſt and greateſt leſſon. It intr duces the moſt con- 
ſpicuous parts of the. vitivle ſyſtem, as fo many 
prompters to our dull aticctionsz each ſuggeſting a 
hint, adapted to the important occaſion, aud ſuited 
to its reipective charact-r.. 
Can there be a more powerful incentive to this: 
heavenly temper; than to conſider the magnificent 
and delicate iccnes of the univerie, with a particular 


* Eph. ili. 1 9. 
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reference to CHRIS, 2s the Creator ? 


Every 
object, viewed in this light, will, I kepe, adminitter 
inceflant recruits, to the languifhing limp of divine 


tive. Every production in nature will it1:ke a ſpark 
into the ſoul; and the whole creation concur, to 
raiſe that ſmoking flax into a flanie. 


Can any thing impart a ſtronger / to the be- 
lever 3 or more emctually tend to confirm his , 
france in the crucificd JSsus; than to behold the 
hcavens declaring bis glory, and the firmament ſhew- 
ing his bandy-work ? Surely, it muſt be matter of 
incxprefiible conſolation to the poor ſinner; to ob- 
ſerve te hondurs of his Redeemer, written with ſun— 
beams, over all the face of the world. 


LET thoſe, therefore, who delight to read an ac» 
count of their incarnite JEHOYVAH; as be is revealed 
in the books of Mes and the prophets, the evange- 
lis and ?poſiles; endeavour, accuſtom themſelves, 
to ſee a fzQtch of his perfections; as they ſtand dcli- 
neated in that /ately volume, where every leaf is a 
ſpacious plain every line a flowing brcok—every pe- 
riod a lofty mountain, | 


SHOULD- any of my readers be unexerciſed in fuch 
ſpeculations, I beg leave, (in purſuance of my pro- 
mild) to pretent them with a ſpecimen: to offer a clue, 
which may pofſiibly lead their minds, into this moſt 
improving and delghtful train of thinking. 


SHOULD any be inclined to ſuſpect the following 
obſcrvations, as the voice of rant, or the lawleſs flight 
of fancy; rather thin acquieſce in them, as the words 
H truth and ſoberneſs, | cntreat ſuch per ſons to recol- 
cet, Ihat they are warranted by the unanimous teſti- 
monp of the mipired penmen : who frequeutly ccle- 


brate IMMANUEL, or ChRIsT Jusvus, as the 
great almighty cauſc ore ahuring us, that all things 
wee 
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= 
were created by him, and for him; and that in him all 
things con/ift *. 

O ſuch a ſubject, what is wonderſul is far from 
being extravagant. To be wondertul is the grand 
characte riſtic of Gop, and his works; efpecially, of 
that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glorious even of the di- 
vine works, REDEMPTION, 80 glorious, that,“ all 
„ the miracles in Egypt, and the mervellous acts in 
« the ficid of Zoan;” all that the Zewrjh annals have 
recorded, or the human ear has heard; dwindle into 
trivial events, and are icarce worthy to be remember- 
ed , in compariton of this ſtupendous traniaction.— 


| Kindled, therefore, into plerfing aſtonithment, by 


ſuch a ſurvey; let me give full ſcope to my medita- 
tions, and pour out my whole ſoul on ſo boundleis a 
ſubject; regardleſs of the limits which cold criticiſm 
might preſcribe. 


O YE angels, that ſurround the throne; ye princes 
of heaven, ** that excel in ſtrength,” and are clothed 
with tranſcendent brightneſs; he, who placed you in 
thoſe ſtations of exalted honour, who dignified your 
nature with ſuch illuſtrious endowments; he whom 
you all obey, and all adore: HE took not on him the 
angelic form, but united bimſelf to frail fleſh and 
blood; communicated with us, wretched mortals, in 
our wearinels, our pains, and all our infirmitics, fin 
only excepted; that we might one day be raited to 
your ſublime abodes; be adopted into your blitsful ſo- 
ciety; and join with your tranſported choir, in giving 
glory to. HIM that ſitteth upon the chronc, A t the 
Lau E for ever and ever 4. | 

O rs heavens ; whoſe azure arches riſe fo immenſe- 
Iy high, and ſtretch ſo uumeaſurably widc : ſtupen- 
dous amphitheatre; amidſt whole vaſt expantive cir- 


Col. i. 16. 17, Before my reader enters upcn the tollowipg De- 
ſezut, he is defired to peruſe the note, p. 136. of Reſlectious on 4 
Flower- Garden, | 


1 1. Xliii. 18, Rev. v. 13. 


cuit 
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cuit, orbs of enormous magnitude are perpetually 
running their amazing races: unfathomable depths of 
& * where worlds unnumbered float, and, to our 
I'mited ſight, worlds unnumbered are loſt ;—he, who 
adjuſt: . „ur dimenſions with his fpan, and formed 
Lt. +aznificent ſtructure with his word; BE was 
once wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, and laid in a manger : 
—that the benefits accruing to his people, through 
his moſt meritorious humiliation, might have no o- 
tner mealure of their value than immenſity; might 
Fun parallel, in their duration, with eternity. 


O ye ars that beam with ſuch inextinguiſhable 
brilliancy through the mid-night ſky ; oceans of flame, 
and centres of worlds, though ſeemingly little points 
of light: he who ſhone with effential effulgence, 
innumerable ages before your twinkling tapers wers 
kindled; and will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and 
beauty; when your places ſhall be known no more: 
HE was involved, for many years, in the deep:!t 
obſcurity; lay concealed in the contemptible city 
Nazareth; lay diſguiſed under the mean habit of 2 
Carpenter's fon :—that he might plant the heavens “, 
as it were, with new confiellations; and exalt the 
. clods of carth to a radiancy ſuperior to yours: a ra- 
diancy, which will adorn the very heaven of heavens, 
when you ſhall vanith away like {noke ; or expire, 
as momentary iparks from the ſinitten {tccl, 


COMETS ; that 13 ſkoot in the illimi- 


table tracks Ot #ther, farther than the diicernment 


® If. Ii. 16. 
+ Alluding to a paſſage in T/aiah, which is, I think, grand and e- 
Jevatcd beyond all compariton. Lift up your eyes to the beavens, 
and luck upon the earth 'eneath : for the beavens jrall vaniſh uway like ſmoke, 
and the earth ſpall wax oid like a garment, «nd they that dwell therein ſhall 


die like the tecble iuſect; ut my rightcgujn'/s ſhall be for ever, aud my 


Jelvation ſball not be aboliſbed, 11. li. 6.— V. ith tlic great Vitriaga, l trants 
late the words, : J, not, i lite manner 5 but like the feedl: inſctt : 
Wich renders the period more complete; the ſenſe more empha- 
ycal; and is more agrecable to the genus ot che ſacred original. 
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of our eye is able to follow; ſometimes return from 
the long, long excurſion, aad {weep our affrighted 
hemiſphere with your enormous fiery train; that 
ſometimes make near approaches to the ſun, and burn 
almoſt in his immediate beams; fometimes retire to 
very remote diſtances, and freeze for ages in the ex- 
ceſſive rigours of winter: he who, at his ſovercign 
pleaſure, withdraws the blazing wonder; or leads 
forth the portentous ſtranger, to ſhake terror over 
guilty kKingdows ;—HE was overwhelmed with the 
moſt ſhocking amazement, and plunged into the 
deepeſt anxicty; was chilled with apprchenfions of 
fear, and ſcorched by the flames of avenging wrath ; 
—that I, and other rebellious creatures, might not be 
for ever agitated, in the extremes of jarring pafſions; 
oppolite, yet, on either fide, tormenting; tar more 
tormenting to the ſoul, than the ſevereſt degrees of 


your heat and cold to the human ſenſe. 


Ye planets; that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the ſky; fometimes climbing 
millions and millions of miles above, ſometimes de- 
ſcending as far below, the great axle of your motions : 
ye, that are ſo minutely faithtul to the viciſſitudes of 


day and night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on 


the changes of your reſpective ſeaſons: he, who 
launched you at firſt from his mighty arm; who con- 
tinually impels you with ſuch wonderful rapidity 
and guides you with ſuch perfect regularity : who 
fixes the habitation of his holineſs, and his glory 
infinite heights above your ſcanty rounds; HE once 
became a helpleſs infant; ſojourned in our inferior 
world; fled from the perſecutor's ſword ; and wander» 
ed as a vagabond in a foreign land: that he might lead 
our feet into the way of peace; that he might bring 
Ys aliens near to Gop, bring us exiles home to heaven, 


Thou ſur ; inexhauſted ſource of light, and beat, 
and comtort; without whoie preſence an univerſal 
gloom wouid enſue, and Lozror iaſupportable: who, 

without 
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without the aſſiſtance of any other fire, ſneddeſt day 
through a thouſand realms; and, not confining thy 
munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy enlightening 
influences to ſurrounding worlds : prime chearer of 
the animal, and great enlivener of the vegetable tribes 
ſo beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy effects, that 
erring H-athens addrefled thee with adorations, and 
miſtook thee for thy M iker : he, who filled thy orb 
with a profuſion of luſtre ; luſtre, in its direct emana- 
tions, unſuffcrably bright; but, rebated by reflection, 
delightfully mild: he, before whom thy meridian 
ſplendors are but a ſhade 3 whoſe love transfuſed into 
the heart, is infinitcly more exhilarating, than even 
thy ſweet and clear ſhining after the rain: HE diveſt- 
ed himſelf of his all-tranſcending diſtinctions, and 
drew a veil over the effulgence of his divinity z that 
by ſpeaking to us face to face, as a man ſpeaketh un- 
to his friend, he might diſpel our intellectual dark- 
neſs: his © viſage was marred *®,” and he became the 
ſcorn of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by this 
manifeſtation of his unutterably tender regard for our 
welfare, he might diffuſe many a gleam of joy through 
our dejected minds: that, in another ſtate of things, 
he might cloth even our fallen nature with the ho- 
nours of that magnificent luminary; and give all the 
righteous to ſhine forth as the fun, in the Kingdom of 
their Father. 


Taou moon; that walkeſt among the hoſt of ſtars, 
and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them 
all: fair ruler of the night: ſometi nes ſupplying the 
day with thy waxing brightneſs ; ſometimes waning 
into dimneſs, and ſcarcely ſcattering the nocturnal 
gloom; ſometimes covered with ſackcloth, and alar m- 
ing the gazing nations—he, who dreſſes thy Opake 
globe in beaming, but borrowed ſilver; whole digni- 
ty is unchangeable, underived, and all his own : he 
vouchſafed to wear a body of clay; HE vouchſafed to 


® If lit 14 
appear 


N 


| 
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appear as in a bloody eclipſe, ſhorn of his reſplendent. 


beams, and ſurrounded with a night of horror, that 
knew not one reviving ray: thus has he empowered 
his church, to tread the moon under her feet“; and, 
inſpired with the hope of brighter glory, of more en- 
during bliſs, to triumph over all/ the vain anxieties, 
and vainer amuſements, of this ſublunary, precarious 

mutable world, | 


Ye thunders ; that, awfully grumbling in the di- 
ſtant clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form 


the firſt eſſays of a far more dreadful peal; or, ſud- 


denly burſting over our heads, rend the vault above, 
and ſhake the graund below, with the hideous, hor- 
rid crack: ye, that ſend your tremendous vollcys 


from pole to pole, ſtartling the ſavage herds , and 


aſtoniſhing the human race: he, who permits terror 
to ſound her trumpet, in your deep, prolonged, en- 
larging, aggravated roar: HE uttered a feeble infan- 
tile cry in the ſtable, and ſtrong expiring groans on 


the accurſed tree: that he might, in the gentleſt ac- 


cents, whiſper peace to our ſouls; and, at length, tune 
our voices to the melody of heaven. 


O vx lightnings ; that brood, and lie couchant, in the 


ſulphureous vapours; that glance, with torked fury 
from the angry gloom, ſwitter and fiercer than the 


lion ruſhing from his den: or open into vaſt expanſive 


* ſheets of flame, ſublimely waved Cver the proſtrate 
world, and teartully lingering in the frighted ſkies ; 
pe, that formerly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes 
of luſt and violence; that will cre long ſet on fire the 
> elements, and co-operate in the confl igration of the 
Z globe :——he, who kindles your fl. ſh, and directs you 
When to ſally, and where to ſtrike ; commiſſions your 
- Whirling bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare: 
| Hz reſigned his ſacred perion to the muſt barbarous 


* Rev, xii. 2. + Pfal. xxix. 6. 
and 
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and provoking inſults; ſubmitted his beneficent hands 
to the ponderous hammer, and the piercing nail; yea, 
with-held not his heart, his very heart, from the ſtab 
of the executioner's ſpear: and, inſtead of fl.ſhing con. 
fufion on his outrageous tormemors; inſtead of ſtri. 
king them dead to the earth, or plunging them to the 
depths of hell, with his frown he cried in his 
laſt moments, and with his agonizing lips, he cried, 
FATHER FORGIVE THEM 3 FOR THEY KNOW NOT 
WHAT THEY Do !——Q! what a pattern of patience 
for his ſainis! What an object of admiration for an. 
gels! What a conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and 
benign virtue; ſhining in this hour of darkneſs, with 
incffable ſplendor and beauty * Hence, hence it is, 

that 


One can hardly forbear taking notice of the diſingenuous temper, 
and rerverſe taſte of Celſus ; who attempts $0 turn this muſt diſtin» 
guiſhing and ornamental part ot out Lord's lite into ridicule and 
rep Hach. Having ſpoken of CHRIST, as deſpitefully uſcd, 
and arrayed in a purple tobe; crowned with thorns ; and holding, 
by way ot mock me jeſty, a ecd inſtead of a ſce/tre, (for he en eis 
into all theſe ircuniſtances, v hich is very 1emarkable) ; he adds, 
-T. e, „ un pt 7 Fiv, A voy yuv Sen Tee midern va; ute Th; 
% yurn Tavinc faulty guet, alt Ua et exvicy TErwn TeV 
@ 2]:p+ din2:c:, Orig. coutr. Celſ. p. 81. i.e Vi in the name of 
under, docs be nut, on this occaſion, ai leaſt. att the Go? Why does be 
not deliver binſeif from this ſho: king ignominy ; or execute ſome ſignal ven- 

ant or. the authors of ſuch injurious and abuſive inſults, both of himſelf und 

is Father *—— M by? becauſe he was meckneſs and gentlenc fe its 
ſelf; whcteas your certics were fla ves to their turbulent a d reſent» 
ful paſſions. Becauſe th:y wee little better than ſavages in tuman 
ſhape ; who too of en made merit ot Nlavghter, and pri ed themſel es 
in ſpill.ng blood: but CyR1$ST was the Prince of peace, and came 
not to celtroy mens lives, but to ſave. Becauſe ay mad ma” on 
carth, or fury tiom hell, is capable of venting his rage; but » ho, 
amidſt tuch unſofferable provocat ons and barbaritics ; who, having 
in his own hand, the power to reſcue himſelf, the power to aver ge 
himſclf; could ſubmit to all; with an unruffitcd ſeren ty of pati nce; 
and nut only not be evaſperated, but ovrone in fo tr un; hant a 
manner, evil with gzod? None but CHRIST! none but CHRIST! 
this was compaſſiun worthy of a Gop; clemency and charity iruly 
divine, 
Therefore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objector in 
another place, carries its on contutation ; or rather falls with a 
weight of in my on his dunghill deities ; wrile it bears a moſt banour- 


able teſtimony, to the majeſtie and invincible meckneſs of our Savi- | 


Our, 


1 —— — ESSE, rats 
bean Her, os” c 


UPON CREATION. 181 


that we are not trembling under the lightnings of 
mount Sinai; that we are not blaſted by the flames of 
divine vengcance; or doomed to dwell with everlaſting 


burnings. 


Ys frowning wintry clouds ; oceans pendent in the 
air, and burdening the winds : he, in whoſe hand, you 
are an overflowing ſcourge ; or, by whoſe appointment, 
an arſenal “* of warlike ſtores; he, who opens your 
{luices, and a flood guthes forth; to deftroy the fruits of 
the earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes: who 
moulds you into frozen balls, and you are ſhot, linked 
with death +, on the troops of his enemies: HE, in- 
ſicad of diicharging the furivufneſs of his wrath upon 
this guilty head, poured out his prayers; poured out 
his ſighs; poured out his very foul, for me, and my 
fellow-trantgreſſors t—that, by virtue of his ine(ti- 
mable propitiation, the overflowings of divine good- 
will mig2t be extended to ſinful men; that the ſkies 
might pour duwn righteouſnels; and peace on her 
downy wings, peace witu her balmy bleſſings, deſcend 
to dwcll on carth. 


Ye vernal cl;uds ; furls of finer air, folds of ſoft. 
er muiiturc; HE, Who draws you, in copious exhala- 


our, — Z wev, ſys he to the Chriſtian, 74 ay2aualn Tvx]wy nodepary 
NR £240, 66 avior ys Toy A/cyudov nts HpzKner HuporT4 Hl tacidopys 
G40, 5K A W: X A AT TW Nẽ]n Tov Ys 047 toy @apov]a xx]aituroys 
Tec x#1h0n4%ovltc, Ade or Tavig Jeagnylec @iT414 101), ibid p. 304. 
i. e. You, indeed, take upon you, to d. ride the images of our deities; but if Bac- 
chus htmſe/f, or Hercules bad bien preſent, you would H have dared to 
fer ſuch an front; or af you h:d oven ſo preſumptuous, would hive ſevere» 
ly jmarted for your inſolence. Whereas, thiy who tormented the very perſon 
of yzur Go d, and even extended him with mortal agony on the croſs, / Fer- 
ed no offetts of his diſple:ſure. 

 * TFuvenal ſeems to conſider the clouds under this ſame character, 
in that beautiful ine, 

Duicquid habent telorum ar mamentaria coli. Sat 13. 


+ It is well known, what terrible flaughter has been made, b 
theſe mifive weapons of the 21 :ghty, Joll. X 12. But th- he 4 
dreadful deſcription of this greet 7 dinnce of the heavens, is in Rev. 
xvi. 21. There fell upon men @ gr cat hail ut of heaven; every tone about 


the weight of a talent. 
Q. tioug, 
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tions, from the briony deep; bids you leave every dif. 
taſteful quality behind, and become floating fountains 
of ſweeteſt waters; he, who diſſolves you into gentle 
rain, and diſmiſles you in fruitful ſhowers; who 
kindly commiſſions you, to drop down fatneſs as you 
fall, and to ſcatter flowers over the field: HE, in the 
unutterable bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without any 
comforting ſenſe of his Almighty Father's preſence ; 
had not one drop of that ſacred conſolation, which, 
on many of his afflicted fervants, has been diſtilled as 
the ever.ing-dews, and has ** given ſongs in the night” 
of diſtreis :—that, from this unallayed and incon- 
ſolable anguiſh of our all-gracicus Maſter, we, as 
from a well of ſalvation, might derive large draughts 
of ipiritual retrcſhment, 


Tnov grand zthcreal bew; whoſe beauties fluſh 
the firmament, and charm cvery ſpectator : he who 
Paints thee on the fluid {kirts of the ſky; who decks 
thee with all ti.e pride of colours, and bends thee in- 
to that graceful and majeſtic figure; at whoſe com- 
mand, thy vivid ſtreaks tweetly riſe, or {wittly fade: 
HE, through all his lite, was arrayed in the humble 
garb ot poverty : and, at his exit, wore the gorgeous 
garment ot contempt : inſomuch, that even his own 
tamiliar friends, aſhamed or atraid to own him, hid 
« as it were their faces from him *:”—to teach us a 
becoming ditdain, for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory 
glitter of all worldly vavitics: to introduce vs, in 
robes brighter than the tinges of thy reſplendent arch; 
even in the robcs of his own moſt immaculate righte- 
ouinets, to introduce vs, unbleameable and uncon- 
founded, before that awtul throne, which the peace- 
ful rainbow iurrcunds; ſurrounds, as a pledge of e- 


verlaſting fidelity, and infinite mercy. 


* If, li. 3 YQR E N 2 Fu targuam aliguit, a gus guiſ- 
que forten. 6 hiluris HE Wei 43 jor Hagitious and ebundoned Wi ctch, 
frem u hon every oe, o1idaining ivih a character, and diſclaiming 
uch an acquaintaRce, liudivully bid bis faces 
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Ys florms and tempeſis; that vex the continent, and 
toſs the ſeas; that daſh navics on the rocks, and drive 
foreſts from their roots: he, who holds the rapid and 
raging hurricane, in ſtreightened reins; and walks, 
dreadfully ſerene, on the very wings of the wind : he, 
whoſe breath rouſes you into ſuch reſiſtleſs fury, and 
whoſe nod controuls you in your wildeſt career: HE, 
went, all meek and gentle, like a lamb to the flaugh- 
ter for us; and, as a ſhcep before her ſhearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth :—thus, are we 
inſtruct d to bear, with decent magnanimity, the va- 
rious aſſaults of adverſity; and to paſs, with a beco- 
ming tranguillity of temper, through the ruJder, blaſts 
of injurious treatment; thus are we delivered from 
the unuiterably fiercer ſtorms of incenſed and inexo- 
rable juſtice; from the © tire, the brimſtone, and the 
© horrible temp<ſt, which {hall be the portion of the 
« ungodly.” 


Tnov peſtilence;: that ſcattereſt ten thouſand poi- 
ſons from thy baleful wings; taintiag the air, and 
infecting the nations: that leaveſt mighty natioas de- 
populated, and crouded cities, even great and fair, 
without inhabitant : —he, who arms thee with inevi- 
table deſtruction, and ordains thee to march before * 
his angry countenance to ſpread deſolation among 
the tents of the wicked, and be the forerunners of tar 
more fearful indignation: E, in his holy humani- 
ty, was arraigned as à criminal; and though inno- 
cence itſelf, yea, the very pattern of perfection, was 
condemned to die, like the moſt execrable miicreant : 
as a nuiſance to ſociety, and the very bane of the pu- 


blic happineſs, he was hurried away to execution, and 


hammered to the gibbet :—that, by his blood, he 
might prepare a ſovercign medicine, to cure us of a 
more fatal diſtemper, than the peitilence that walketh 
in darkaels, or the ſickneſs that deſtroyeth at noon- 
day: that he might himſclf ſay to our laſt enemy, 


gi fre bim went the peſtilene, Hah. iii. 5. 
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« Odeath, I will be thy plague; O grave, I will be 
« thy deſtruction “.“ 


HEAT; whoſe burning influence parches the Li- 
byan wilds ; tans into foot the Fthiopian's complexion ; 
and makes every ſpecies of life pant, languiſh, and 
ſicken: cold, whole icy breath glaz s yearly the Ru/han 
ſeas, often glues the frozen ſailor to the cordage; 
and ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue of rigid fleſh:— 
E, who ſometimes mingles you both, and produces a 
delightful temperature; ſometimes ſuffers you to act 
teparately, and rage with intolerable ſeverity : that 
King of heaven, and controuler of univerſal nature, 
when dwelling in a tab-rnacle of clay, was expol-d to 
chilling damps, and ſmitten by ſultry beams: the ſt-rs, 
in their midnight-watches, heard him pray; and the 
ſun, in his meridian fervours, ſaw him toil :—hence 
are our frozen hearts diflolved into a flow of divine 
love; conſcious of a deliverance from thoſe intut- 
ferable flames, which glow in the infernal priſon, 


Tuou ocean; vaſt world of waters: he, who ſunk 
that capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 
wuom all thy foaming billows, and floating moun- 
tains, are as a {mall drop of the bucket : who, by the 
I:aſt intimation of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, 
in wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or re 
ducts them, in calm compoſure, to ſlumber on the 


ſhores : he, who once gave thee a warrant to over- 


whelm the whole earth, and bury all its degenerate in- 
habitants in a watery grave ; but has now laid an ever- 
laſting embargo on thy boiſterous waves; and hound 
thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in chains ſtrong. 
er than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable fand :—all 
the waves and billows of incxorable vengeance, paſſed 
over His tormented body, and afflicted ſoul : that we 
might emerge from thoſe depths of miſcry, from that 


* Hof, xii. 14. 
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abyſs of guilt, into which we were plunged by Adam's 
fall, and more irretrievably ſunk by our owa tranſ— 
greſſions: that, at the laſt; we might be reitored to 
that happy world, which is repreſeated, in the vitoa 
of Gob, as having“ no ſca“;“ to denote its perpe- 
tual ſtability, and undiſturb: d ſerenity. 


Ye mountains; that overlook the clouds, and pro- 
ject a thide into diſtant provinces : everlaſting pyra- 
mids of nature, not to be ſhook by conflicting ele- 


ments; not to be torn by the convulſions of earth- 


quakes, nor impaired even by the ravages of time: — 
he, who bid your ridges riſz fo high, and your foun- 
dations ſtaad fo faſt; in whole ſcale you are lighter 
than duſt; in whole eye you are leſs than nothing :— 
HE ſunk beneath a load of wocs; woes inſupportaole, 
but not his own; when he took our iniquities, and 
heaved the more than mountainous burden from a 
guilty world, | 


Ys verdant weods ; that crown our hills, and are 
crowned youriclt with leafy honours: ye humble 
ſhrubs, adorned in ſpring with opening blottoms; and 
fanncd in ſummer by gentle pales: ye that, in di- 
ſtant climes, or in cultivated gardens, breathe out 
ſpicy odours, and embalm the air with dlightful per- 
tunes :—your all-glorious and ever-bleſſed Creator's 
head was encircled with the thorny wreath z his face 
defiled with contu:nchouus ſpitting z and his body 
bathed in a bloody iweat : that we might wear the 
crown, the crown of glory, waich fadeth not away; 
and live for evermore, turrounded with delights, as 
much ſurpaſling yours, as yours excced the rugged 
deſolations ot winter. 


Thou mantling vine ; he who hangs, on thy flen- 
der ſhoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty clutter 3 
who, under thy unvurnameated foliage, and amillt 


8 Rev. xxi. 1. 
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the pores of thy otherwiſe worthleſs bovzh, prepares 
the 11quor—the refined and exalted liquor, that chears 
the nations, and fills the cup of joy : trees, whoſe 
branches are elevated and waving in air; or diffuſed, 
in eaſy confinement, along a ſunny wall: he, who 
loads you with a lovely burden of delicious fruits ; 
whole genial warmth beautifics their rind, and mel- 
lows their taſte: —-HE, when voluntarily ſubject to 
our wants, inſtead of being refreſhed with your gene- 
Tous juices, or regaled with your luſcious pulp; had a 
loathſome potion of vinegar, mingled with gall, ad- 
dreſicd to his lips: that we might eat of the fruit of 
the Tree of life, which grows in the midſt of the para- 
diſe of GoD “; and drink new wine with him in his 
Faiher's kingdom, 


Ye luxuriant mendows; he who, without the ſeed. 
man's induſtry, repleniſhes your irriguous lap with 
never-failing crops of herbage; who enamels their 
chearful green, with flowers of every hue :—ye fer- 
tile fields ; he, who blefl:s the labours of the huſb:ind- 
man; who enriches your well-niled plains with waving 
harveſts, and calls forth the ſtaff of life from your 
furrows: he who cauſes both meadows and ficlds 
to laugh and finz, for the abundance of plenty: 
HE was no i{tranger to corroding hunger, and parch- 
ing thirſt: he cat the bitter bread of woe, and 
had “ plenteouſneſs of tears to drink: - that we 
might partake of richer daintics, than thoſe which 
are produced by the dew of heaven, and proceed 
from the fatneis of the earth; that we might feed 
on“ the hidden manna,” and cat the bread which 

giveth life, eternal life unto the world, 


YE mines; rich in golden ore, or bright with veins: 
of ſilver; that diſtribute your ſhining treaſures, as 
far as winds can waft the veſſel of commerce; who 
beſtow your alms oa monarchs, and have princes for 


Rev. ii. 76, 
your- 
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your penſioners :—ye beds of gems, toy ſhops of 
jealous nature, which form, in dark retirement, the 
glittering ſtone 3 diamonds, that ſparkle with a 
dritliant water; rabies, that glow with a crimſon 


flame; emeralds, dipped in the freſheſt verdure of 


ſpring 3 /apphires, decked with the faireſt drapery of 
the iky;z topaz, emblazed with dazzling yellow; 
amethyſt, impurp'ed with the bluſhes of the morn- 
ing: —he, who tinctures the metallic duſt, and 


contolidatcs the lucid drop; Hr, when {cjourning on 


earth, had no riches, but the riches ot ditntereſted 
benevolence; had no ornament, but the ornament 
of unſpotted purity z poor he was in his circum— 
ſtances, and mean in his accommodations; that WE 
might be rich in grace, and ** ubtain falvation with 
eternal glory :” that we might for cver inherit the 
new Jeruſalem, that ſplendid city, whote ſtreets are 
paved with pure gold, and the walls garniſhed with 
all manner of precious ſtones “. 


Ye puſhing fountains ; that trickle potable filver 
through the marted graſs: ye fine tranſparent ftreams, 
that glide in cryſtal waves, along your fringed banks: 
ye deep and ſtately rivers, that wind and wander in 
your courſe, to ſpread your favours wider; that glad- 
den kingdoms in your progreſs, and augment the ſea 
with your tribute ;—he, who ſupplies all your cur» 
rents, from his own overflowing and incxhauſtible 
liberality : HE, when his nerves were racked with ex- 
quiſite pain, and his blood inflamed by a raging fever, 
cried, I THIrST; and (O] unparalleled hardſhip!) 
was denied, in his great cxtremity, the poor retreſh- 
ment of a ſingle drop of water: — that we, having 
all ſufficiency in all things, might abound to every 
good work here; and hereafter, might bc filled with 
all the fulneſs of Gop, and “ drink of his plcaturcs 
« as out of a river,” 


Y + birds ; chearful tenants of the bough, gaily dreſſ- 
Rev. xii 2, Als 


ed 


a. * 
* 2 — — — * — 2 4 


— . Mg Oo Oo - 


DT — — —— 


188 er 


ed in gloſſy plumage; who wake the morn, and ſolace 
the groves, with your artleſs lays: fſurpriſing archi— 
tects, who, without rule or line, build your pentite 
ſtructures with inimitable niceneſs: you have each his 
commodious neſt, roofed with ſhades, and lined with 
warmth, to protect and cheriſh the callow brood :— 
but he who tuned your throats to harmony, and 
taught vou that curious ſkill; uE was © a man 
* acquainted with grief,” and had not where to 
lay his head; had not where to lay his head, till 
he felt the pangs of difiolution, and was laid in the 
filent grave: that we, dwelling under the wings 
of Omnipotence, and reſting in the boſom of infinite 
love, might ſpend an harmonious eternity, in“ ſinging 
& the ſong of Moſes and of the Lawns.” 


B EES induſtrious workmen : that ſweep, with 
buſy wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the bloom- 
ing heath; and ſip the meilifluous dews ; ſtrangers to 
idleneſs, that ply, with inceflant afliduity, your plea- 
ſing taſk; and ſuffer no opening bluflom to paſs un- 
explored, no ſunny gleam to flip away unimproved : 
moſt ingenious artificers, that cling to the fragrant 
buds, and with your nice inſerted tubes, probe them 
to the very bottom; drain them of their treaſured 
ſweets; and extract even the odoriferous louls of 
herbs, and plants, and flowers :—you, when you 
have completed your work: collected, refined, and 
ſecurely lodged, the ambroſial ſtores ; and might rea- 
ſonably expect the peaceful fruition of your acquiſi- 
tions; you, alas ! are barbaroully deſtroyed, and leave 
your hoardcd delicacies to others: leave them to be 
enjoyed by your very murderers, I cannot but pity 
your hard deſtiny |! How, then, ſhould my bowels 
melt wich ſympathy, and eyes flow with tears “; when 
I remembcr, that thus, thus it fared with your and 


* Can't thou, ungrateful man, his torments ſee, 
Nor dap a fer for H1M, who pour'd his (d for thee ? 
| Putt's Poems, Octavo. 
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our incarnate Miker “! After a life of the moſt 
exemplary and uſeful piety; a life filled with offices of 
beneftcence, and labours of love; HE was, by wicked 
hands, crucified and ſluin: ke left the honey of his toil, 
the balm of bis blood; and the riches of his obedience, 
to be ſhared among others: to be ſhared even among 
thoſe who too often crucify him afreſh, and put him 
to open ſhame. 2 


SHALL I mention the animal that ſpins her ſoft, her 
ſhining, her exquiſitely fine en thread? Whoſe 
matchleſs manutactures lend an ornament to gran» 
deur, and make royalty itſelf more magnificent. — Shall 
I take notice of the cell, in which, when the gaiety and 
buſineſs of life are over, the little recluſe immures 
herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days in re- 
tirement ?—Shall I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, 
which when cloyed with pleaſure, and weary of the 
world, the prepares for her own interment; or how, 
when a ſtated period is clapſed, ſhe awakes from a 
death-like inactivity 3 breaks the incloſure of. her 
tomb; throws off the duſky ſhroud; aſſumes a new 
form; puts on a more ſumptuous array; and from 
an inſect creeping on the ground, becomes a winged in- 
habitant of the air ? No; this is a poor reptile ; 


* 


No one, I hope, will be offended at my introducing, on /uch 
an occaſion, creatures of fo low a rank. Since, cven the volumes 
of inſpiration ſegm to lend me the 1tanttion of their (4. red: authori- 
ty. As they diſd:iia not to compare the bleſſed JrsUs to a dr, a 
bizhway, &c. And perhaps all compariions, which retp.&t a be- 
ing 4 infinite dignity, ate not only man, but equally md n aud un- 
worthy. 

I _ ſenſible likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome others, all 
the circumſtances are nut completely correſpondent, But, it ia ſome 
grand p.rticulars, the reddition aniwers to the de/cription ; this, | ituſt, 
will Le tufficicat for my purpoſe, and ſatisfactiry to my readers. 
Perhaps it would be no miſtaken caution, to apply the ſame obſet- 
vation to many of the beautiful ſimilitudes, 'parables, and allego- 
rics, uſed by our LokD : ſuch as, the brazen ſerpent, the unjiſt ſtews 
ard, the thief in the night, c. which, if i rupulo: ly fitted, or ri- 
goroufly ſtrained, for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, 
muſt appear to great diladvagtage, aud lead into palpable incon- 
VENICUCICS, 
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and rherefore unworthy to ſerve as an illuſtration, 
when any character of the Son of God coines under 


199 


conſideration, But let me correct myſelf, Was not 
CHRIS T (to uſe the language of his own bleſſed Spi- 
rit) „a worm, and no man *?” Did he not alio be- 
queathe the fine linen of his own moſt perfect righ- 
teouſneſs, to compoſe the marriage-garment + for our 
naked ſouls? Did he not, before his fleſh ſaw cor- 
ruption, emerge triumphant from the grave; and 


* Pfſ:1. xx1i. 6. | 
+ This, 2nd ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the two volumes, 
refer to the active and prſſive righteonſutſs of CHRIST. imputed to 
believers, for their juſtification. Which, in the opinion of many 
great expoſitors, is the myſtical, and the moſt ſublime meaning of 
the weddivg-garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended, by 
the teacher ſent from Geo, Matth. xxit. 11. A doctrine, which 
ſome of thoſe who honour my meditations with a peruſal, probably 
may not receive with much, if aby approbation. I hope the ue 
performance will not be caſhiered, for one difference in ſentiment ; 
and I beg, that the ſentiment itſelf may pot baſtily be rejected, 
without a ſerious hearing. For I have the pleaſure of being inti- 
mately acquainted with a gentleman of good learning, and diſtin- 
guiſhed ſenſe, who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions agoinft this 
tinet, as can well be imagined. Y-t now not only admits it as a 
truth, but embraces it as the joy of his heart, and cleaves to it as 
the rock of his hopes. A cleat and cogent treatile, iutitled, Submiſ- 
fion to the righteouſneſs of Go b, was the inſt ument of removing his 
prejudices, and reducing him to a better judgment. in which he 
has been bappily confirmed, by the anthority of the moſt illaſtrigus 
names, and the works of the moſt eminent pens, that have ever a- 
dorned our church and nation. In ths number, arc B:ſhop 
Jewel, one cf our great reformers; and the other venerable compt- 
ers of our homilies, Archbiſhop U er, that oracle of univerial 
learning ; Biſhop Hul/, the devout and iprigh:ly o:ator of his age; 
the copious and tervent Biſhop H prins ;, ——the ſingularly good 
and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge ; that everlaliing hunour of the 
bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Haies ; — the nervous, fo- 
rid, and perſuaſive Dean Stanhope ; the practical and perſpicuous 
Mr Burkctt; and, to ſummon no other evidence, that matckle's 
genius Milton; who in various parts of his divine poem, 11 culcates 
this comfſortubie truth; ard in e paſſage repreſents it uuder the very 
ſame image, made uſe of above, Book x. I. 222. 1 had almoſt 
forgot to mention, that the tica ite intitled Submiſſion, &c. was 
written by Mr Benjemin Jute; whoſe book of devutions has de- 
ſervetly paſted though eben editions; and is truly admirable 
for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propricty of the ſentiments ; 
as well as for the pathetic turn of exprethon, with which they are 
clothed. ; 
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mount not the lower firmament only, but aſcend the 
higheſt heavens ; taking poſſeſſion of thoſe immortal 
manſiens, in our name, and as our forerunner ? 


VE cattle; that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye 
beats, that range the ample foreſt ; ye /i/b, that rove 
through trackleſs paths of the ſea: Heep, clad in gar- 
ments, which, hen left by you, are wore by kings; 
tine, who feed on verdure, which tranſmuted in your 
bodies, and ſtrained from your udders, furniſhes a re- 
paſt for queens; /i5ns, roaring after your prey; and 
leviat han, taking your paſtime in the great deep; with 
all that climb the hills, or creep the vales; all that 
wing the firmament, or tread the ſoil, or ſwim the 
wave: — he, who ſpreads his ever-hoſpitable board; 
who admits you all to be his continual gueſts ; and 
ſutfers you to want no manner of thing that is good : 
HE was deſtitute, afflicted, tormented; endured all that 
was miſerable and reproachful; in order to exalt a 
degencrate race, who have debaſed themſelves to a 
level with the beaſts that periſh, unto ſeats of moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed honour ; in order to introduce the ſlaves 


of tin, and heirs of hell, into contummate and ever» 
laſting bliſs. 


SURELY, the contemplation of ſuch a ſubject, and 
the diſtant anticipation ot ſuch a hope, may almoſt 
turn carth into heaven, and make even inanimate na- 
ture vocal in praife. Let it then break torth from e- 
very creature, Let the meanejr feel the intpiring im- 
pulte ; let the greateſ acknowledge themtelves unable, 
worthily to exprets the ſtupendous guodnets, —Praite 
Him, ye in/etis that crawl on the ground; who, 
though bign above all height, humbled himſelf to 
dell in cuſt.—  B&leat out, ye valleys; let broader 
lows be reſponſive from the hills; ye fore//s catch, and 
ye rocks retain, the inarticulate hymn ; tor the great 


and good Shepherd difdained not to be born in the ſta- 


ble, and, with tre quent ſtep, to retire into the deſart. 
— birds of the air, watt on your wings, and warble in 
your notes, AIs praile z who, though LokD of the 

celeſtial 


— Toe Oo ns ia 


- eng tF: 


. „ r 
= 


192 & PD 2&C AND; 


celeſtial abodes, while ſojourning on earth, wanted s 
ſhelter, commodious as your neſts. — Ye rougher 
world of brutes, join with the gentle ſongſters of the 
ſhade, and howl to HIM your hoarſe applauſe; who 
breaks the jaw-bones of the infernal lion; who ſoftens 
into mildneſs the ſavage diſpoſition; and bids the wolf 


lie down, in amicable agreement, with the lamb.— 
Wave, ye ſtately cedars, in ſign of worſhip, wave 
your branching heads to HIM; who meckly bowed 
Bis own on the accurſed tree. — Breathe balmy incenie, 
ye blooming flowers, to the incarnate myſtery ; who, 
though his name be Wonderfnl, Counſellor, the 
mighty Gop, and the Prince of peace; yet vouch- 
ſafcs to be called the Role of Sharon, and the Lily of 
the valleys. Pleaſing proſpe&s. ſcenes of beauty, 
where niceſt art contpires with laviſh nature, to form 
a paradiſe below; lay forth all your charms, and in 
all your charms confefs yourſelves a mere blank; 
compared with his amiablneſs, who is “ faireſt a- 
% mong ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.“ 
Drop down, ve gentle ſhowers ; and teſtity, as you fall; 
O! teſtify of is grace, which deſcends more co- 
piouſly than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the 
dew, _—— Let ſighing gales breathe, and murmuring 
rivulets flow; flow in harmonious conſonance to IM, 
whoſe Spirit is far more reviving than the cooling 
breeze; who is himſelf the fountain of living waters, 
— Ye lightnings, blaze to his honour; ye thunders, 
ſound Hus praiſe; while reverberating clouds return 
the roar, and bcllowing oceans propagate the tremen- 
dous anther, Muteſt ot creatures in ſilent oratory 
diſplay the triumphs of his meekneſs; who, amidſt 
the moſt provoking inſults, was“ dumb, and opened 
«© not his mouth. — Great ſource of day, addreſs 
thy radiant homage to a tar ſublimer ſun; write, in 
all thy ample round, with every lucid beam, O! write 
His praile ; whoſe word, accompanied with his Spirit, 
ſheds brighter light, and more exhilarating rays, 
through the mind. — Shine clear, yc ſkies; look gay, 
thou earth ; let every creature imile; tur by the ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of the Sun of righteouſneſs, peace is made 
with heaven, and joy come down to dwell on earth. 
Angeli and archangels, let your ſongs be of Jusus, 
and tcacr: the heaven of heavens to echo with his 
honoured name; ye beheld him, with greater tranſ 
ports of admiration, when you attended his agony in 
the garden, and ſaw him proſtrate on the ground; 
than when you beheld univerſal nature riſing at his 
call, and ſaw the wonders of creating might : tune, 
tune to loftieſt notes, your golden harps, and waken 
raptures unknown b<tore, even in the heavenly breaſts: 
while // that has breath ſwells the ſacred concert, 
and burſts into a boundlcis peal of melody. 


CnirrLy, let man exalt his voice; let man, with 
diſtinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the REDEEMER. For 
man, he was ſtretched on the racking croſs ; for man, 
he was conſigned to the gloomy tepulchre.—However 
different, therefore, in your age, or more different in 
your circumſtances, be unanimous in magnifying a Sa- 
viour, who is no reſpecter of perſons 3; who gave him- 
ſelf a ranſom for all.— Bend, ye kings, from your 
thrones of ivory and gold, in your robes of im— 
perial purple, fall proſtrate at nis feet; who 
torſook a nobler throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious 
enſigns of majeſty, that you might reign with Gop 
for ever and ever. Children of poverty, meaneſt of 
mortals, (if any can be called poor, who are thus en— 
riched ; it any can be accounted mean, who are thus 
ennobled); rejoice, greatly rejoice in Gop your Sa— 
vi ur; who cho to be indigent, choſe to be con- 
temned; that you might be imitled to the trea— 


Cares, and be numbered with the princes of heaven, 


Sons of affliftion, though haraſlcd with pain, and 
inured to anguith, O! change your groans into 
ſongs of gratitude; let no complaining voice, no jzr- 
ring ſtring be heard in the univ-rial ſymphony ; but 


ghriſy the Lam even in the fires *; who himiclr pure 


greater torment than you tec; and has promited you 
a thare in the joy he inherits; wao has made your 
0 IC. XXIV» 15. 
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ſufferings ſhort; and will make your reſt eternal. 


Men of hoarylocks, bending beneath a weight of years, 


% 


and tottering on the brink of the grave; let CHAIN be 
your ſupport under all infirmitics; lean upon CHRIST, 
as the Rock of your ſalvation ; let his name, his precious 
name, form the laſt accents that quiver on your pale 
expiring lips—and let this be the firſt that liſps on 
your tongues, ye tender nt: remember your Re. 
DEEMER in your carlicſt moments: devote the choice 


of your hours to the learning of his will, and the chief 


of your ſtrength to the gloritying of his name; who, 
in the perfection of heulth, and the very prime of 
manhood, was content to become a motionleſs and 
ghaſtly corpſe 3 that you might be girt with the vigour, 


and cloathed with the bloom of immortal youth. 


Ys ſpirits of juſt men made perfef, who are relea- 


ſed from the burden of the fleſh: and freed from all 


the vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves; 
delivered from all the dreadful effects of iniquity in 
others: who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ſtrife, 
or the territories of diſorder ; but are received into that 
pure, harmonious, holy ſociety, where no ungenerous 
action creates outward irregularity, no ſuſpicious jea- 
louſies breed inward diſaſfection; where every one 
acts up to his amiable and exalted character; where 
Gop himſelf is pleaſed graciou/ly and immediately to 
preſide, —Y ou find, not without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, 
your hopes improved into actual enjoyment, and your 
faith delightfully ſuperſeded by the beatific viſion : 
you feel all your former ſhyneſs of behaviour, hap- 
pily loſt in the overflowings of unbounded love; and 
all your little differences of opinion, entirely over- 
wh-.lmed in the tides of invariable truth: bleſs, there- 
fore, with all your enlarged powers, bleſs his infinite- 
Is larger goodneſs z who, when he had overcome the 


ſherpneſs of death, opened the gates of paradiſe, open- F 
ci the kingdom of heaven, to all generations, and to 


every denomination of the faithful. 
Ye men of holy converſation, and humble tempers, 
think of HIM, who loved you, and waſhed you from 
your 
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pour fins in his own blond think of him, on_your 
ſilent couch; talk of him in every ſocial interview, 
glory in his excellencies; make your boaſt of his 
obedience; and add, ſtill continue to add, the mu- 
ſic of a dutiful lite, to all the oblations of a 
grateſul tongue. IWeakejt of believers, who go 
mourning under a ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting 
with the ceaſeleſs aſſaults of temptation, O] pur off 
your ſackcloth, and be girded with gladnels, Becauſe 
Jesus is as merciful to hear, as he is mighty to 
help. Becauſe, he knows your integrity, amidſt all 
your failings z he is touched with the tenderelt ſym- 
pathizing concern, for all your diſtreſſes; aud he 
lives, ever lives, to be your Advocate with the Fas 
THER, Why then ſhouid uncaly doubts ſadden 
your countenances? Why thowd deſpynding fears 
oppreſs your ſouls? Turo, turn thote diſconſolate 
lighs into cheariul hymns: fince you have his powvere 


Jul interceſſion, his inef{imable merits, to be your an- 


chor in all tribulations; to be your paſſport into cter- 
nal bleflednefſs, Above all, O ye mini//ers of the 
ſanctuary; heralds commiſſioned from above; lift, 
every one, his voice hike a trumpet, and loudly pro- 
claim the REDEEMER. Get ye up, ye ambaitidors of 
peace, get y< up into the high mountains; and 
ſpread tar and wide the honours uf the LamsB, „that 
« was flain, but is alive tor evermore.” Leach every 
ſacred roof, to reicund with his tame; and every 
human heart, to glow with his love. Declare, as tr 
as the force ot words will go, declire the incon- 
ceivable richneis, of that atuning blood; whole 
merits are commenturate with the glories of the 
PivixiTy *, Tell the {inful wretch, what pity yearns 
in 

If in this place, and others, T have ſpoken magnificently of the 
blood of CHRIST, and its unknown efficacy to expiate guilt; I 
thiuk it is uo more than is expreſſed, in a very celebrated hymn 
wiitten by one of the preateſt wits, who had alio been one of the 
greateſt Libertines, and atterwards commenced cne of the molt re- 
markable penitents m France. Alymn, which even Mr Bye cons 
feſles to be a very ſine one; which another great critic calls an admi- 


raile one; and which a genius ſuperior to them buth, recommends as 
a volle one. (Sce Spett. Vol. VII No 513.) 


R 3. The 
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in IMMANUEL's bowels; and what the compaſſionate 
High prieſt has done for his ſoul. Invite the indigent 
to become rich; intreat the guilty to accept of par- 
don; becauſe, in the crucified JEsvs is fulneſs of 
grace, and all ſufficiency to ſave.— While, you, 


placed in conſpicuous ſtations, pour the joyful ſound; 


may I, as I ſteal through the vale of humble life, 
catch the pleafing accents! For me, the Author of all 
bleflings became a curſe : for me, his bones were diſ— 
located, and his flcih was torn : he hung, with ſtream « 
ing veins, and an agoniſing ſoul, on the croſs, for me. 
O! may I, in my little ſphere, and amidſt the fcarity 
circle of my acquainta2=ce, at leaſt whiſper theſe glad 
tranſporting tidings; whilp:r them from my own heart, 
that they may furcly reach, and ſweetly penetrate theirs, 

But, when men and angcls raiſe the grand hymn; 
when all worlds, and all beings, add their collective 
acclamations, and unite in harmonious gratitude z— 
this full, fervent, and univerſal chorus, will be fo in- 
ferizr to the riches of the REPDEEMER's grace; fo dif< 
Fropertionate to the magnificence of his glory; that 
it will ſecm but to debaſe the unutterable theme it at- 
tempts to exalt: the loud hallelujah will die away, in 


the ſolemn mental cloquence of proſtrate, rapturous, 


filent adoration, 


O goodneſs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe ' 
And love that paſſeth knowledge !—//ords are vain ; 
Language is bit in wonders ſo divine, 

Come then, expreſſive ſilence, muſe his praiſe.” 


The author having acknowledged his crimes to be beyond meas» 
ſure heinous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking ; ———— 
ſo provoking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes offenſive, and pray- 
ers from ſuch lips abominable : compoſes himſclt to ſubmit, 
without the leaſt repining ſentiment ; to ſubmit even with praiſe 
and adoration, to the myſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, be ſtands 
in reſigned expectation, of being inſtantly ſtruck by the Loits of 
vengeance : but with a turn of thought, equally ſurpriſing 
and ſprightly ; with a faith properly founded, and happily firm, adds, 

Yet where! O where ! can even thy thurders fall? 


CakisT's blood o'erſpreads and ſhields me from them all. 
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